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CHIT CHAT, &e. 


BO OE the TIR D. 


| (Oed had now perfectly 
KK recovered her health and ſpirits. 

The friendly Mrs. Bootle ſupplied 

the place of her once loved Arabella, 

who had even been ſo rude as never to en- 


quire after her during her long confine- 
ment, but ſpent her time in a forgetful- 


neſs of every thing except her pleaſure, 


which was the name ſhe gave to a conti- 
nued round of riot and extravagance. Mr, 
| Frankly, who found that Charlotte's di- 
ſtemper, tho' it had made a conſiderable 

r 8 alte- 
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alteration in her outward form, had not 
deprived her of that ſweetneſs of diſpo- 
ſition, and gracefulneſs of behaviour, for 
which ſhe was remarkable, was greatly 
pleas'd at her recovery. As ſhe was not 
fit to appear in public, he procured her 
all the amuſement ſhe could enjoy amongſt 
the ſmall circle of her friends who came 
to viſit her, and thought himſelf well re- 
warded by the ſatisfaction with which ſhe 
ſeemed to receive thoſe tokens / of his 
eſteem : not doubting but that he ſhould 
at laſt gain all his ends. 


Ma. Byerſly was alſo highly delighted 


Vith his daughter, who began to be as 


lively as ever. She was, indeed, more 
eaſy in her mind than ſhe had been a good 
while, and Mrs. Bootle had greatly con- 
tributed to make her ſo, by ſoothing her 
with the hopes of Wellford's. return : 

| the flattered herſelf that he had too much 
good ſenſe to place his affections meerly 
on a ſet of features, or fine complexion , 


and ine the Giruation of her own. 
 faich- 


TY 
faithful heart, was ealily led to believe 
that if ſhe could have an opportunity of 
converſing freely with him again, his in- 
clination for her might revive, She 
therefore determined not to liſten to the 
addreſs of any other man, and threw out 
ſeveral hints to her father concerning the 

impoſſibility of Frankly's ſucceeding, be- 
cauſe ſhe found he continued to encourage 
his expectations: the old gentleman un- 
derſtood her hints, and deſpairing of being 
able to remove her ſeeming averſion to ma- 
trimony, he therefore told Frankly the firſt 
time he ſaw him, that he did not know 
a man in the world, whom he wiſh'd 
more ſincerely to call his ſon, but that 
his daughter could not be perſuaded to 
paſs her life with him. As I have a 
% great eſteem for you, Sir,” ſaid he, 
<« I think *tis pity you ſhould wafte your 
time in dangling after her: excuſe my 
© freedom: I have long thought you 
<© liked Charlotte well enough to make 
c her a wife: but I am afraid ſhe never wil! 
conſent: and I have too great a regard for 
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* you both, to force a union, where the 
„ chief ingredient, inclination, is wanting. 
„Leave us then, Sir, and ſeek for a gir! 
« ho is more ſenſible of your merit.“ 

FRANKLY, not in the leaſt expecting 
ſuch an addreſs from Mr. Byerſley, eſpe- 
cially at a time when he thought Charlotte 
was more eaſy than uſual, thanked him in 
the ſtrongeſt terms for his good opinion 
of him, which he ſaid out render him 
more deſirous to continue in his family, 
inſtead of making him quit it. © I love 
* Miſs Byerſly, Sir, added he, with the 
&« fondeſt paſſion, and have not ſo 89 9700 
© reaſon to deſpair as you imagine.“ 
&« Indeed, Sir,” ſaid Mr, Byerfley, © you 
© deceive yourſelf, I have known my 
« daughter longer than you have, and 
«© can aſſure you, that the pleaſure with 
* which ſhe receives all you do to oblige 
<« her, reſults intirely from gratitude, 
ce good humour, and a new flow of ſpi- 
« rits, occaſioned by her recovery from 


her 5 dreadful * Believe 
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« me, Sir, I don't think there is a better 
« girl! in the world than my Charlotte, 1 
« nor one who will do more to pleaſe 4 
« a father than ſhe will to pleaſe me; I 9 
<« have uſed every argument I am maſter | 
« of, becauſe I have a value for you. 
« But all to no purpoſe. Do not there. © 
« fore expect, what I am almoſt cer: 
& will never happen. Think no mors of 
her. Partial as I am to my own Hud 
in thinking there is not a better; I 
% know there may be as good; and you 
„% may find one who will pleaſe you as 
„well.“ „ don't believe 1 ever ſhall,“ 
replied Frankly with a ſerious air, I 
« very ſorry that all my hopes are bla{! E's "= 
&« yet, Sir, as you have hitherto ſo : uch 
e honoured me with your eſteem, gi ve 
me leave ſtill to enjoy your daughters 3 i 
« converſation, as often as ſhe will p- 
„% mit. If I muſt never indulge the | 
ö 


e tranſports of a lover, let me be in ed 
ce to the intimacies of a friend. I cannot 
« bear to quit a family in which I ha q 
„ ſpent ſo many agreeable hours. Ih. i 
this requeſt will not be deemed unreus * 
B 2 ſonable 3 \\ 
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A fonable;z and in order to be more de- 


« ſerving of it, I promiſe never to let the 


lover appear in my behaviour: for 1 


would not offend the only woman in 
© the world whom I am ambitious of 
s pleaſing,” © Your behaviour, Sir,“ 
« replied Mr. Byerſley, ** has ever been, 
« fince I have known you, ſo unexcep- 
is: :ionable, that all apologies are needleſs. 
Dou may be aſſured, that your com- 


„ rany will always be acceptable to me. 
„I only mentioned my thoughts on this 


4c affair to you, that you might not be 
difappointed.” Frankly again thanked 


Mr. Byerſly, whom he highly reverenced 
for his openneſs of heart, but his ſorrow 


vas increaſed, when found ſo many ob- 


Racles to his principal deſire. 


As lovers are apt to be very ſanguine, 
Frankly would not give up Charlotte en- 


tirely, and tho? he was vexed at the ſmall 
prog ceſs he had made, he yet appeared 


5 r and entertaining as ever. 
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Sock was his ſituation, for ſeveral 


months, when an alteration happened in 


Mr. Byerſley's family, which he c&uld 
not reliſh at firſt, becauſe he was thereby 
deprived for a while of his miftrels's 
company. 


Ax old and very diſtant relation of 
Mr. Byerſley's, in Somerſetſhire, died, and 
left him a large eſtate, on condition that 
he and his heirs took his name, Which was 
Egerton, This old gentleman had lived 
a batchelor till fifty, and ſpent all his: 
time in ſporting and drinking: he was 
then deeply ſmitten with a tenant's freſh- 
coloured daughter, whom he married, 


and by whom he had a ſon who lived to 
the age of fifteen, and broke his neck by 


leaping a ditch. The loſs of fo promiſing 
a ſon, *twas thought, haſtened his death, 
and made Mr. Byerſley the poſſeſſor of a 
fortune he never expected to enjoy. As 
his preſence was neceſſary on the ſpot, he 
and Charlotte prepared for their journey; 

MS the 


the latter having, with her father's con- 
fent, invited Mrs. Bootle to go with them. 
(Frankly too would have been glad to 
make one of the party, but as neither he 
nor Mr. Egerton had. mentioned a word 
to each other on that ſubject, he was 

forced to remain in town) They ſpent 
three months in this excurſion ;, bur as 
nothing material happened to them, I 
ſhall paſs it over, and haſten to relate their 
adventures in London. 


Mxs. Bootle, ſoon after her arrival in 
town, came one morning to Mr. Egerton's 
0 with an uncommon vivacity, and luckily 
| finding Charlotte alone, cried, O, my 
dear, I have ſtrange news to tell you!“? 
| ] hope it is both good and true, by the 
1 .<<, pleaſure it ſeems to have given you,” 
* replied Charlotte; * but you are out 
of breath; fit down and compoſe your- 
ſelf.” „ don't know whether I can or 
4 no,” ſaid ſhe, © for 1 have ſeen Mr. 

« Ramſden.** © Mr Ramſden ?— when, 
Where, how ?— tell me every par ticu- 
| lar. 
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lar, I beſeech you.” © Yeſterday after 
dinner,” ſaid Mrs. Bootle, © as I was 
reading in the parlour, my maid came 
in and told me that a gentleman in 
mourning deſired to ſee me, if | was 
alone. Gueſs at my-aſtoniſhment when 
Mr. Ramſden enter'd the room. He. 
approached me with an unuſual gravity, 
and faid, ] come once more, Madam, 
to if I may have the happig to 
renew our acquaintance.” Imagine 
my confuſion. I bluſh'd, trembled, and 
knew not what anſwer to make. In ſhort, 

I never behav'd ſo fooliſhly in my life. 
He perceiving the dilemma I was in, 
went on, I don't know whether I muſt 
* 1impute this ſilence to exceſs of love, 
or an over-weight of grief, at the ſight” 
of one who once thought himſelf dear 
to you.— Perhaps it ariſes from a ſuſ- 

* pence which I will inſtantly remove. 
My wife, Madam,” continued he, “ is 
dead, and tho* ſhe well deſerved the 
beſt of huſbands, my heart was ſo 
6 thoroughly yours, that I could never 
| B 5 .< be 


[ 20 1 
ee be happy with another woman. I mar- 
„ ried (when I thought you was loſt to 
* me) to pleaſe an indulgent father, who 
& now as earneſtly wiſhes to call her 


daughter whom J have ſo long wiſhed 


« to call wife.” He was quite melted as 


he pronounced theſe words, and approach- 


<4 ing me with all his former fondneſs, ſeiz d 


„ my hand and preſs'd it to his boſom. 


Oh, ſpeak to me, my deareſt Lydia,” 
fſaid he, © for I may now call thee by 


<& that tender name.” It was a long time 


* before I could utter a word, ſo much was 


« J affected. I almoſt fainted, and was ob- 
4 liged to fit down: he drew his chair cloſe 
to me, look'd withthe kindeſt pity on my 
condition, and gently ſaid, will not 
s preſs my Lydia for an anſwer, tho' I 
* am very impatient, till ſhe has reco- 
< yered her furprize. I have been to 


blame. I ſhould not have come ſo 


4 abruptly. But pardon my abruptneſs, 


for *rwas owing to the violence of my 
1 love. 4 Your behaviour, Mr. Ramſ- 
den,“ ſaid I, „ wants no apology ; it 
** never did want any; but I muſt deſire 
a fe 


cc 


T: 
6 
7 
Tl 
6c 
- 66 
« 
cc 
44 


1 


cc 
cc 


ce 


46 


cc 


«cc 
60 


pul 
a few moments, in order to compoſe 
my fluttered ſpirits,” © You hall have 


time enough, my love,” ſaid he; 


you will, you muſt be now for ever 
mine. Let me only have one conſent- 
ing look from thofe dear eyes, and 1 
ſhall be ſatisfied, till you have thought 
On what can I think,” replied 
I, „but on your unſhaken conſtancy. 
Believe me, Sir, I never was completes. 
ly happy till this, moment? My 
deareſt creature,” ſaid he, that ſpeech 
tranſports me. I aſk no more. O, 
Lydia, how much have I ſuffered dur- 
ing our tedious ſeparation, which I much 
feared would laſt for ever. Have not 
you alſo ſuffered ? Tell me, my love.” 

We will not now talk of our ſufferings,” 


ſaid I, © if they are over” If they 


are over, replied he quickly, have you 
then ſtill any doubts? Is there any 


new obſtacle? I know of none,“ 
ſaid I, © you ſtill love, and are at li- 


berty. I love as much, and have no 


<« engagement.” * Then nothing can 


*; 


ut us,” ſaid he, what joy you give 
B 6 «me! 
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me! Since we are thus agreed, let not 


any ſcrupulous niceties retard our union: 


none who know of our former attach- 
ment will wonder that it is renewed 
when our difficulties are ſurmounted. 
As J have no child, my fortune is not 
embarraſſed, but ſhall be at my deareſt 
Liddy's command. Fix then the nup- 
tial day, and I will uſe all my endeavour 
to make every ſucceeding one as happy.“ 


Lou, Miſs Egerton, who have been in 


love, may gueſs what infinite delight I 
felt; you may alſo gueſs what anſwer I 
made to the man on whom I always 
doated, and had fo much reaſon to 
eſteem. I believe I mentioned ſome- 


thing about. decency in waiting till he 


was out of mourning „but he would not 
hear a ſyllable ane that ſubject. In 


ſhort, my dear, Jat laſt told him that 


his will ſhould be mine. He is to 
bring his father to me this afternoon, 


for the generous man inſiſts upon mak- 


ing a ſettlement for me, equal to his 
firſt wife's, tho' ſhe brought him a 


large une, and J have only a ſcaoty 
* 


cc 
ce 
40 

c 
ce 
ce 
ce 


cc 


[ 13] 
ee ſincerely rejoice at this un- 


expected turn in your affairs,“ ſaid 
Charlotte, you have long deſerved 


the happineſs you are now going to 


experience, and ſurely the greateſt 
which this world can afford, is to be 
fondly and faithfully beloved by a man 


of intrinſic worth.” Here Charlotte 
could not ſtifle a ſigh, which Mrs. Bootle 


obſerving ſaid, © Don't give way to me- 


eu 
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lancholy reflections, my dear: I am 
not apt to be ſuperſtitious, yet I cannot 


help believing that you will ſee Well- 


ford again, the ſame engaging and 


ſincere lover you ever thought him.” 

Dear Mrs. Bootle,” ſaid Charlotte, 
don't feed me with falſe hopes : I was 
not, perhaps, deſtined to ſpend my 


days in the manner I would chuſe.” 


Aye, aye,” cried Mis. Bootle, . “ 1 


was juſt in your pining condition, and 
almoſt deſpaired of ſucceſs, but thanks 
to my cheerful friends, I recovered my 
ſpirits, and now you ſee am in à fair 
way to be rewarded for paſt unealineſles : 
and I doubt not but you will thereafter 


% have. 
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cc have as much occaſion to rejoice. as 1 
„have now.” 


Fr ANR Lv enter'd the room, and put a 
ſtop to their farther converſation on the 
* of love. © © | 


Mus. Bootle went home after diner, to 
wait for her viſiters, and Charlotte told her 
father every thing that he was ignorant of 


| that related to that lady, at her own re- 


queſt. In a few days they received an in- 
vitation to ſpend the evening with her. 
She then introduced them to Mr. Ramf- 
den as her particular friends. They were 
exceedingly pleaſed with his eaſy air and 
ſprightly converſation, and, in a ſhort 
time, Mrs. Bootle was married to him. 
Charlotte and her father were both pre- 
ſent at the ceremony, and the latter gave 
her away. Mr. Egerton, ſoon after this 
tranſaction, being known to have receiv'd 
ſo conſiderable an addition to his fortune, 
was peſter'd with offers for his daughter; 
but as he found out the chief motive of 
them, from the manner in which they were 

made, 


ti 1 1. 
made, he rejected them all, without trou- 
bling her about them. | 


CrartorrE ſpent the greateſt part of 
her leiſure hours with her new-married 
friend, and was by her introduced to many 
of her huſband's relations and acquain- 
tance, who had paid congratulatory viſits 
to her on her nuptials, and who were ſo 


well pleaſed with her as to commence an 


intimacy from that fortunate æra. A- 
mong theſe was a family of relations, 
ſome account of which will be neceſſary, 
both for the entertainment and emolument 
of the reader, as they will have a conſider- 


* 


able ſhare in the following part of 1 25 


n 


Mx. PI was a man of plain "4 | 


truly benevolent, and poſſeſſed of a very 


good eſtate in Kent. His wife had excel- 
lent-natural parts, and in her youth had 


been reckon'd a beauty: they we. e indeed 
an amiable couple, and only to be blamed 
for doating too much on an «© nly daugh- 
ter of two and twenty, whom they ſuf- 


fer'd 


* 
n 
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fer'd to be as humourſome as ſhe pleaſed, 
without controul. 


Miss Aſton was tall, 8 and gen- 
teel, but as wild as a colt untamed. Her 
head was ſo intoxicated with pleaſure and 
a love of admiration, that the ſalutary ad- 
monitions of her parents (for they ſome- 
times ventured to admoniſh her) were to- 
tally diſregarded, They were, indeed, ve. 
ry ſparing of them, becauſe in the firſt 
place they would not drive her to extre- 


mities ; and. in the ſecond, becauſe her 
grandfather (who idoliz'd her) had left 


ten thouſand pounds to her own diſpoſal, 
on her being of age. Their chief care 
therefore, was to look out for a proper 


_ huſband among the young men of fortune. 


Mx. Freemer was poſſeſſed of all the 
qualifications they wiſhed for in a lover. 
He was young, rich, agreeable and pru- 
dent: a great admirer of the perſon of 


their daughter, and pleaſed with the good 


ſenſe he knew ſhe was miſtreſs of, but 
wil d to reclaim 15 from the errors ſhe 
8 ey 


- 


. 

had fallen into before he married her. As 
he was of this rectifying turn, he did not 
always appear the paſſionate lover ſhe ex- 
pected. Beſides, as ſhe thought her beau- 
ty and fortune deſerved a title, ſhe was 
very little diſpoſed to liſten to his ad- 
dreſſes. 


Tris young lady ſoon contracted an in- 
timacy with Charlotte, by going frequent- 
ly to Mrs. Ramſden; they grew. very 
fond of her company; and thereby pleaſ- 
ed her mama, who hoped that the pru- 
dent gaiety of her new relation would oc- 
caſion ſome change in her for the bet- 
ter. One day, when Charlotte and Mrs. 
Ramſden were litting at work, ſhe flew 
into the room, and, upon ſeeing how they 


were employed, ſcream'd out, © Good 


e God! I have hurried myſelf to death 
to get to you, to know if you will 
go with me to the opera to-night. I 
have been half the town over to make 
a party, and, would you believe it, found 
every creature ſo delightfully engaged, 
while you fir as demurely with your 
: _ needles, 


[28] 
46 none; as if you had not one place to 
„ go to.” „We are oblig'd to you, 
* however, for the preference you gave 
» us,” replied Mrs. Ramſden, with a 
| ſmile ; but pray how have all your ac- 
« quaintance parcelled out their time 
“ in ſuch an enchanting manner, as to 
« excite ſo much envy in you.” © Ok! 
'« it's impoſſible to tell you,” cried ſhe, 
„J am fo fatigu'd, child; but I'll 
try — I ſoon huddled on my 
« clothes, between eleven and twelve (and 
* monſtrous early I thought I was) 1 
called on Miſs Giddy, whom I found 
te within indeed, but full of buſineſs ; for 
© her new French ſack was juſt brought 
home, and Monſ. Papillote waited to 
< dreſs her hair: then ſhe could not take 
s her chocolate, becauſe Lady Shuffle's 
“ ſervant came to demand the twenty gui- 

© neas ſhe won the night before at Mrs. 
e Fairplay's rout, and which my lady 
* could not poſſibly do without, becauſe 
<* ſhe plays to-night at the dutcheſs of 
* Squander's. Beſides all theſe things, 


"6 captain Rakewell's valet waited for an 
| „ anſwer 


; 


91. 


« anſwer to his maſter's letter; ſo I found 
« there was no ſpeaking to her, and drove 


« away to lady Di Ogle's, who was ſur- 
« rounded by colonel Flutter, lord Vizard, 


« Sir Flimfy Flaſh and Billy Babble, all 


« fancying a maſquerade dreſs for her next 
« Thurſday.” And pray,” interrupt- 


ed Mrs. Ramſden, © what dreſs did her 


« ladyſhip fix on.” „Oh Lord! my 


« dear child,” cried Miſs Aſton, why, 
&« ſhe had not determined when I came 


% away; and perhaps may not till half 
* an hour before ſhe goes. The colonel 
*« propoſed ſhe ſhould be dreſt in white, 


d like the Venus of Medicis ; but lord 


« Vizard ſaid that ſhe ſhould not be diſ- 
&« ouiſed in that dreſs; but that if ſhe 
„ went in the habit of A nun every body 
ce would be miſtaken. Sir Flimſy told 


© her ſhe would make a divine Arcadian 


* nymph ; and Billy liſp'd out his opi- 


nion, that ſhe would look enchantingly 
“ pretty in a white luteſtring domine 


“ pinked and flounced with blue and yel- 


« low, and fringed with ſil ver: and then, 
ma faid he, if you will give 


_ me 
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me leave to FR”? your ladyſhip's head, 


I vow lady Tiff ſays I dreſs a head bet- 
ter than Papillotte himſelf.” . ] left 


them all laughing at Billy, and called 
on Miſs Gadabout and Miſs Tridgetf; 


but neither of them were at home. I 


then ſtopp'd at Miſs Whimſey's, who 


was in a violent hurry to go to an auc- 


tion df ſhells. and china, where ſhe in- 
tended to make a great many purchaſes 


to ornament her dreſſing- room, which 


was intirely new-furniſhed laſt year; and 


conſequently, not fit to be ſeen at pre- 


ſent; and, as. ſhe was afraid of being 
too * 1 would not detain her, and ſo 
came here. 
very unfortunate morning, indeed, Miſs 
Afton,” faid Mrs. Ramſden; but if Miſs 
© Egerton's not engaged, and you can 
bear with our regularity, we'll attend 
you to the opera—tho' I forget myſelf 
ſtrangely ; ; for, on ſecond thoughts, 1 
* can't promiſe abſolutely till I've ſeen 


« Why. this has been a 


Mr. Ramſdfn.” Now that is ſo ri- 
diculous,” cried: Miſs Aſton, .** indeed 


8 5 *. N dear, you would be a moſt agreeable 


* crea- 


f 21 2 8 
« creature if you didn't care a pin for 
c your huſband. Then I am certain, 
« replied Mrs. Ramſden, that I ſhall be 
« diſagreeable as long a as I live. Well, 


« that is ſo odd now,” faid Miſs Afton, 
4 but indeed you have ſtrange antiquated 
« notions; and if you were not the beſt- 
« natur'd thing alive I could not endure 
«to Why, Miſs Aſton, ſaig 
4. Charlotte, do you intend to marry 
* a man you don't care for?  « Moſt 
certainly, my dear,” replied me, if 
« ever I marry at all; tho, between you 
« and 1, 1 don't think-T ſtand any chance.” 
*« What does the wild creature mean, . 


faid Mrs. Ramſden. Don't I know you 


e are engag d to Mr. Freemer.” I en- 
«6 gag'd to Mr. Freemer? . No, no, ſaid 
* The, 


indeed, would have me engage to 
e him; but he is an inſenſible yretch, 
« and I deteſt and abominate him. In- 


<« ſenſible” cried Mrs. Ramſden; Why, 
I have been affur'd that he ig extrava- 
_ gantly fond of you. Miſs Aſton an- 

3 Fwered her with a loud laugh, and then 


12 o& 
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$6 reco- 


4. not altogether ſo bad as that | 
neither: my papa and mama, I believe, - 
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3 . 2 Ek but that was only by: a ſet of 
6 *; aukwardwretcheswhom.no-body knows, 


1 2 1 
4 reeqvering, besſclf ſuddenly, and putting 
Cr ona mighty ſolemn face, ſaid, „ In- 


« deed, my dear Mrs. Ramſden, this is 


5 not an age for girls to make conqueſts, 
«© eſpecially fine ones; (looking as if ſhe 


4 are too many of them. Beauty is no 
< rarity now ; and, TIl lay my life, an 
2 ugly devil BEE a_thouſagd times 
*"better, I'm ſure I've dane every thing 
1 4 could to. attract the zdmiration of 
45 all the young fellows i in town. I haye 

| 10 turned up my hat both before and be- 
* hind, lower d my ſtays. and, ſhorten'd 
« my petticoats : I always cover, my bo- 
« 14 5 with the cleareſt cyprus, and have 
oſt lamed myſelf with tottering on 
French beels; but all to no Purpoſe. Tis 

« rue 1 was twice mobb'd in the Park 
ſummer, and ance taken. for a Gun- 


89 © > 


aud whoſe prepoſterous behaviour ſhock- 
« ed me to death.” Mrs. Ramſden and 
Charlotte, tho they could not help ſmiling at 
this Thapſody, were: ſorry to ſee fo fine a girl 
! in her notions z andi the former 
„ S We. le 


035 


« thought herſelf one of them.) There 


(921 8 
« ſaid, Give me len ye: my dear Miſs Aſton, 

« to aſł a few ſerious queſtions. Don't you 
« think that you would gain more admi- 
4c ration, by taking leſs: pains about it; 
and that men of ſenſe would be more 
« charm'd with a decent ſimplicity of 
« dreſs and an unaffected modeſty ? 

My dear, replied Miſs Afton, pray, 

% O are yout men of ſenſe? Free- 
<« mer, I ſuppgſe you would inſinuate is 
one ; and every way qualified to make, 
what you call a good huſband: who. 
« ought, you wilt ſay, to be ſober, pru- 
« dent, frugal, and fo forth: hen per- 
% haps he is tke moſt nauſeous creature 

breathing ? But you ſhall hear now 
«what requiſites are neceſſary, in my 

« opinion, to make a man tolerable. He 

«muſt be handſome and well made, he 
«© muft have a taſte perfectly faſhionable, an 


. 4 8 


— 
1 
1 yy — — 


« eaſy aſſured behaviour, a prodigious a oF 


deal of e pry an immenſe for- 

« tune, and Hold, hold,” cried- 
Mrs. Ramſden, your men will do well 
enough for a partner at a ball : bur 1 
So be ſome difference between ſuch; a2 


i 


% bee 
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«© one, and a partner for life, as vou will 
«find after you are married.” ©. Well,” 
cried Miſs Aſton, © I ſhould be very glad 
< to try, but not ſuch a ſtupid animal as 
40 Freemer, J aſſure you. Why, you don't 
«know him; the monſter has no paſ- 
«* ſions. Pl! give you an inſtance now: 
* A few days ago, lady Di had promiſed 
to call me to go with her to the play, 
& and, as I knew ſhe was never early, I 
c had deferred dreſſing me till near ſix: 
„I then heard a violent rap, and, think- 
ing ſhe was come for me, ran haſtily 
«. down with my gon unpinn'd, and 
„without my handkerchief: but how 
„% WDS I diſappointed and vexed to find 
only Freemer in the -patlour : how- 
ever, I was reſolved to make the moſt of 
&< the wretch, and ſee how he. would be- 
= << have; ſo appear 'd quite: careleſs as if I 
* hardly. knew he was there, and began 
4 to diſplay before the glaſs while Nanny 
s pinned me behind. But, tho“ I never 
4% looked ſo well in my life, the creature 
- «© ſeemed no more affected than if 1 had 
5 < been his grandmother: but after a 


* g 2 OY cool, 
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6 cool, 966 Your ſervant, Madam.“ 
< What, going out? He took up a 
e book that lay in the window, and read 
C till the maid was gone. Then, to be 
« ſure, I expected at leaſt a few raptures; 
but not one was utter d: he only aſked 
« me if I treated all my men · viſiters a- 
« like ; or if he was alone honoured with 
« ſo much familiarity. This ſpeech, you 
may imagine, quite provoked me; ſo 
« told him plainly, that if he took my 
M behaviour for any diſtinction in his fa- 
« your, he was very much deceived ;. for 'Þ 
I never intended to ſhew him any. 4 
« What do you think was the creature's 
« anſwer ? Why, that he ſaw too plain- 
- ly that 1 was diſpleaſed with him, but 
„that I might have ſhew'd my diſlike 
« without expoſing, myſelf. I then loſt 
« all patience, and diſdaining to make 
any reply, was haſtening out of the 
room when he ſtopt me with this faw i- 
ing ſpeech. ., 66 What, is my charming * 
1 Betly quite irreconcileable? Will the , 1 
| leave me without telling me wherein! 
„ have been ſo unfortunate as to offend | þ 
Vor. II. © Wet hes = 
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« „ber?“ 2 Well, 0 Pterruptg, Mrs 
. Ramſden, you could not ſurely be angry 
40 with him then * * 4 Oh, but! was,“ 
« cried ſhe, more than ever.” 4 He 
4. Mock d me exceſſively by calling me 
4. Betly : how dares he be fo inſolent, Ihen 


„ he knows 1 deteft the horrid appella- 
4 tion? He certainly thinks I am the 


offspring of ſome country clown or low 


wy mechanic, Hoy could my 93485 


' ever dream of giving me fo odioys a 
"66: dame, when there's a Caroline, an Emi- 


lia, a So phia, a Diana, and a Char- 
4 Totte ?” Lora Miſs Egerton,” added 
1 he, how much I envy your name ! * 


« 1 am ſorry for it,“ ſaid Charlotte; . for 


am ſo very indifferent about thoſe tri- 
* fles, that if it was poſſible to change with 
Ta you, I would not heſi tate a moment.“ 
FProdigious I cried Miſs Aſton, * you 


« are as ſtupid, I was going to ſay, as 
Freemer.” Indeed, Mifs ' Afton,” 


7 oo” faid' Mrs. Ramſden, „ muſt chide 


01 Leu a little now : you were quite 
wrong to appear half dreſſed to your 


8 lover z and l more ſo, in in bein of. 
*. ſended 


6: * 
* = 


* 


. 
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don't you imagine that Mr. Freemer 


t nl... , 
«fended; at bis not oſfering 0 ae 
« [jberties on ſuch an orcaſion. None 


but a profeſſed wanton, you will par- 


« den my freedom, my dear, can be 
«6. ſuppoſed to act in that manner; but 
« for a young lady educated as you” 
ee have been. Indeed, I am quite a- 

e ſhamed for you; tho 1 am far from 
« thinking you had any other intention 
than to gain a few ſpeeches on your per- 


„ ſonal accompliſhments. But, believe 


„me, my dear, the beauties of your per- 
„ ſon will be greatly increaſed by con- 


e cealment, and rendered much more de. 


« ſirable. When you go to buy A piece 


of fllk, lace, or any other ornament, 


« would you — the piece that is wn 


* gut for ſhow?” Miſs Aſton, notwith- 


ſtanding the pdt, aſſurance ſhe' had! ac- 
quir'd, bluſh'd at Mrs, Ramſden's reptoof; | 
and ſaid, Lord! well, J believe 1 might 


be in the wrong 3 but I could nd  rhore | 


e help doing it, than I can help kieing 
« you, even while you teaze me. But 


- 
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_ 4-would have behaved otherwiſe” if he 
had loved me paſſionately ? No,“ 
replied Mrs. Ramſden; I think his 
whole behaviour gave a delicate proof "I 
<« of the ſincerity of his paſſion : and you 
4 are, in my opinion, very happy in pol- 
<« ſelling the heart of ſo amiable a man.” 
« Pſhaw, pſhaw,” , cried ſhe, <1 don't 
„believe he has the leaſt idea of love. I' 
„ would not give a pinch of ſnuff for a 
r man who would not be ready to hang 
ce or drown himſelf whenever I am. out 
« of humour with him.” Why then, 
I think,” ” ſaid Charlotte gravely, << you 
* never deſerve to have a lover at all, if 
s thoſe are your real ſentiments.” ** Nay, 
« now my dear Miſs Egerton,” ſaid Mrs. 
Ramſden, laughing, you are too ſevere 
+ <<. upon her.” Indeed,“ ſaid Miſs Afton» 
you ate a couple of prudes, and I am 
e half dead with the vapours by liſtening 
to you; ſo your ſervant : but remem- 
44 ber, Mrs. Ramſden,“ continued ſhe 
laughing, * that I expect you will fix our 
8 party when you have conſulted 


— 


Tan 


. h—vuſband.”... She then left them, Mr. 
Ramſden ſoon. . came in, and agreed 
with pleaſure to accompany them with _ 


vip couſin to we opera. 
As Miſs Aſton was to call => friends, 


I tliey did not go to the Hay- market till the 

flüirſt act was near over; for ſhe always 
choſe to go late, in order to be taken more 
notice of. They were ſcarcely ſeated when 

a lady dreſs'd. quite in the French taſte, 
came into one of the ſide-boxes. Char- 
| lotte immediately. recollected her once- 

_ _ lov'd lady Tiers, and whiſper'd to Mrs. 
Ramſden; upon which Miſs Afton fan- 
cying ſhe wanted to know who the lady 
. . was, very freely informed her. She 
F 1 married about a year ago,“ ſaid ſhe, 
a young fellow for love, who has almoſt 
* ſpent her fortune by this time; not but 
„ that ſhe has had her ſhare of it. She 
is the moſt fantaſtical creature breath- 
ing. She lay in of a girl ſome weeks 
ago, who is ſent down fifty miles off 
to nurſe; nay, people don't ſcruple to 


tay, that Sir Francis is not the father ; 
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* kor an the town knows her!” Char- 

_ lone, who was ſorry to hear one whom 
the! had once ſo much "eſteemed, fo 
lightly ſpoken of, ſaid, I hope, Miſs 
Aſton, you are under a miſtake about a 
b.. lady, whole | gaiety of difpofition might 
Head her into improprieties, and make 
ver fuſpecded of faults the his not com- 
e kfitterl. Beſides, pubſic reports are ne- 
ver to be depended on. 5 « You are 


„ . à moſt charitable creature,” cried Miſs 


Aſton; but 1 know what 1 fay i is fact: 
* had it from a young lady who was 
; oe one of her. greateſt intimates, ill the 

„. * grew quite ſcandalous.” wither 


V | 2 . 
\ ? 


Tuo' lady Tiers's eic did not 
ed the veracity of this ſpeech, yet 
Charlotte was loth to believe every part 
ol it : the would, indeed, have been better 
Pleaſed if her ladyſhip had not been pre- 


ent; becauſe the occaſioned her to re- 


ember a great many diſagreeable occur- 


3 of rences which made n ci for the 


g 3 
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ed 1 the erer! . 1 RH 7 * 
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Josr before the end of che laſt at; 

Mc Frankly came into the houſe, and 
paid his compliments to Charlotte and her 
party. She thought he look 'd uncom- 
monly ſerious, and when he handed her 
out, cou'd not help aſking the cauſe of 
his gravity. Don't be too much a- 
« alatmed, ! beſeech you,” faid he; * your 
*« father is very ill. He was ſeized with 
&« a paralytic fit about an hour after you 
left him.“ Charlotte was exceſſively 
uncaly. at this. news and communicated . 
ic to Mrs. Ramſden ; but begg'd to be ex- 

cuſed going home with her, She then 
order'd a na and ON offer'd to 8 


og TEE; hex 2 much worſe than 
he expected. He was attended by a phy- 
ſician, and a ſurgeon, who had juſt bled 
him-; but as his whole ſide was render d. 
ſo ſuddenly uſeleſs, they gave her but 
ſmall hopes of his recovery. She ſat up 
| with him all night ; tho hecarneſtly begg'd 
: tage the would retite to reſt, and 1 bw | 


[ 32 1 
till morning. He even commanded her, 
when intreaties would not prevail; but 
nothing could induce her to leave a fa- 
ther ſhe loved ſo fondly, even for a mo- 


ment. Mrs. Ramſden came early in the 
morning to ſee her good friend, but was 


ſhock'd to find him ſo ill. She ſtayed the 
beſt part of the day with Charlotte, and 
endeavoured to comfort her ; F rankly too 
did every thing in his power to hinder her 


from being t too much afflicted. But C har- 


| lotte would not be comforted, tho? her fa- 
ther, notwithſtanding the difficulty he felt 


in ſpeaking, ſ conded the W ag Op of 


| F rankly and Mrs. Ramſden. 


# 


A werx paſs'd in this melancholy 


way ; z nay, he grew rather worſe than bet- 


ter: when he was ſenſible that he could | 


not live many days longer, he begg'd to 
ſpeak with Charlotte alone. Sit down 
by the bed-ſide, my dear child. The 
time of my departure from this world 
BL. approaches very faſt; but I don't dread 


it All my concern is about you. I 1 
Want much to ſpeak to you.— B 
- — my dear 3 and as. 1 


wy [3 1 
2 havatt & yourlef dbeg whin muſt un- 
avoidably happen. Tou afflict me by 
„ ſo doing, more than the thoughts of 


death ; for I wiſh: to be releas'd, and 
| «6 have no deſire to live a moment lon- 
ger, but for my poor child. Yet why 
% ſhould I give way to an unreaſonable 
* defire ? As we muſt part, the ſooner 
we part the better. I have lived to ſee 
you brought up, and to know that you 
© are good. Always keep ſo, and then 
« you will be always happy. is true, 
the fortune you will be miſtreſs of may 
ſubject you to many "inconveniences 3 
therefore | hope ybu will fix on a worthy 
man to ſhare it with you: ſuch a man 
e muſt be happy with one of your diſ- 
. «< poſition. I have often wiſhed to ſee you 
« well ſettled ; but now can only com- 
fort myſelf with believing that yoù ire 
. «©. a, perſon unworthy. of you. Once more, 
amy child, | beg you would not. 815 fein 
off . fain would OY o 0 
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her, and was very much altered for the 
worſe, ſhe roſe and called for help. The 


0 1 cover; he is going, going for ever: Ihave 
e no longer a father.“ * My dear,” re- 


"Shin rt wie Herend Perfnde) 


% - 
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> to ſee ye ſo much grieved,” . Fedn- 
e « noe... 


rectionate looks how 


much he wastronbled-at her concern, and 


hom much he wanted to leſſen it. Char- 
Motte threw herſelf on her knees, and preſ- 
-fiagihis:almoft lifeleſs hand, cried out in 


ther, what will become of me when you 


ate gone ? Speak to me, for heaver's 
% cake. I cannot bè ar to loſe you.“ But, 
Binding he ſtruggled in vain to anſwer 


. phyſicians and Mrs. Ramſden, who waited 
in the next room, immediately came to her 
\ albftance ; and whit the former vent to 


Texargine their patient, Mrs, Ramſden. tried 
to prevail on her to retire till her father 
bad a little fecovered himſelf, 0! Mrs. 


- Ramſden,” laid ſhe, *« he will never re- 


8 Ramſdden, I am ſenſible that 
de is very ill, but we muſt not diſturb 


1 


* 
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« n6t go,“ ſaid Charlotte; . will not 
40 leave him thus,” 5 She then 8 
the bed-ſide, and found him juſt able to 
ſay, My deareſt child be adviſed; leave 
72 me a little with your friend.“ She then 
retired with a heart full of anguilh, and left 
Mrs. Ramſden with her father, whom he 
intreated, by all their paſt friendſhip, to 
comfort and aſſiſt his daughter. I am 
going,“ ſaid he; but that poor child 
e myſt not ſee it; the ſhock will be too 
<« much for her to bear. Great God pro- 
« tet my child !* He could ſcarcely 


ane mu _ EDN. 
14 


4 Mas. 6 Jnr; a badiag ſhe ponds 2 no 
longer ſerviceable to him, return'd to 
Charlotte, andi in about an hour afterwards 
he departed. While they were in the high- 

eſt diſtreſs and confuſion, Mr. Ramſden, 
who greatly eſteemed Mr. Egerton we 
his daughter, and lov'd his wife too well 
to be long abſent from her, came in. He 
r Charlotte the uſe of his houſe, and | 
| ed her to withdraw from ſuch a gloo- | 
| amy Lene. Bu 1 ſhe, was deaf to. all intreaty, 
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2 101 E ſhort time, not fit to be remov'd; 


or the violence of her affliction had thrown 


her into a fever, by which ſhe was con- 


mort, he left every thing to ber diſpoſal, 


as ſhe was of age, except a few charitable 


legacies, and a hundred pounds for mourn- 


o ingto Mr. and Mrs. Ramfden, Mr. Frankly, 


and one Sir William Rivers, a country- 
gentleman and old auen, * his 
own age. | 


Mas. Ramen 2 r coho fl Ai 
was an aſſiduous viſiter) whenever Char- 
lotte was fit to receive him, managed her 
affairs. Her ſpirits were for a long time fo 
much diſorder d, that ſhe was incapable of 
+ Þuſineſs ; and her phyſicians, apprehend- 
ing a conſumption, were of opinion that 
nathing could prevent it but country- air. 


Sir William Rivers wrote a letter of con- 


dolence to ber, with a very polite i invitation 
to his houſe, in which a niece who lived 


$5. 
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ned to her bed for a month. When ſhe 
began to recover, they ventured to inform 
| bert how her father had left his affairs. In 


take a long journey, and had indeed no 
inclination to go to people with whom ſhe 


was ſo little acquainted: tho* Mrs. Ramſ- 


den thought ſuch a journey, if ſhe had been 


in health, might have ſerved to amuſe her, 
and remove che e the had fallen. 


into. 5 


cn ARLOTTE | Anfiver's Sir Wilka let: 
tak and, according to her friend's advice, 
did not abſolutely refuſe to aceept of "his 
invitation, when her health permitted. She 
then went to a ſmall village near Ham- 


ſtead, attended by her maid and nurſe, and 


ſtaid there near four months before the 


could think of returning to London; and a 
even then could not think of returning to 


a houfe where ſhe had loſt ſo valuable a 


parent and friend. Mrs. Ramſden woula 


have been glad to make'toom for her, but 


was deprived of that ſatisfaction by the 


arrival of old Mr. Ramſden, who came to 


ſtay with his ſon till he had conſulzed'the 
beſt phyſicians about a diforder which o- 
bliged him to take the journey. Charlotte 


therefore took ready-furniſt'd lodging in 


* 
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her friend's: neighbourkood. The 1 
who lett them was well rect ended, and 
bad, no- ody in the houſe... ines young 
indy julk game qus of te cn. 
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or was ſoon fad in her —— 
apartment, and at Mrs. Ramſden's requeſt, 
tho* much againſt her inclination, receiv- 
- ed; the viſits of her former, acquaintance, 
among whom Miſs Aſton; and her mama 
were frequently ſeen. Mrs. Aſton v was great- 
ly pleaſed with Charlotte's prudent beha- 
yiour, and Miſs was as eh lelightec 
Min? her good: humour. 126 chav! 
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Custer tho” the 5 no means 


8 y.get = of F rankly, "obliged. him 
ro dome ſeldomer t. to her, kecaule the could 
hot ayoid being often alone. But ſhe had 
8B that . excuſe. to make lenz fon Miſs 


rdon, the young lodger, hag. aturafted 
he pace 2 4 her ag ing Lode ern. 
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4 Dolly, Mrs, Moore's maid, ſays ſhe is 
« certain ſhe is in love; for ſhe knows as 
« how, ſeveral farmer's daughters. where 

. the came from in Wiens, are juſt 
ct for all the world like her.” Charlotte 
was at firſt too much taken up with her 

ſorrows to attend to this goſſiping ſpeech, 

but a continual repetition of it, and the 
engaging figure of the perſon to whom it 
related, at length excited her curioſity. 
Being alone one afternoon, and hearing 
that Mis. Moore, with whom Miſs Gordon 
ſpent a great deal of her time, was gone 
out, ſhe went down into che parlour, and 
ſurprized the young lady, with a paper in 
her hand, and her eyes full of tears: ab ſhe 
was deeply engaged, ſhe did not ſer Char- 
lotte, Who thinking it improper to at 
dreſs a ſtranger in ſuch a ſituation, Was 
going back again ſoftly; but, ne was 
forced to ſtop and make an apolegy for 
diſturbing her, by her gown's catehiag 
hold of the lock. I fear, Madam,“ ſaid 

- the, -* that I have been guilty of great 

rudeneſs in breaking in upon you ſo 

e abruptly, but I heard you were alone, 

gets 1 | FE & and 
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-« and came to aſk you to drink tea with 
„ me.“ Tou do me a great Pleaſure, 
% Madam,“ replied Miſs Gordon, it is I 
% who ought to make an excuſe for be- 
ing found in this condition.“ As ſhe 
Gio theſe words very ' chearfully, Char- 
-lotte invited her up ſtairs, and ſpent the 
aſternoon with her new viſiter, much to 
her ſatisfaction; finding upon a cloſer ex- 

amination, that ſhe had been a perfect 
Wl "beauty, and ſeem'd only to have loſt her 
| _ charms by ſickneſs or fretting ; that ſhe 


"had a fund of good ſenſe, IN was 'tho- 
| roughly ene wn; 5 3 be x 7055 = | 
mnie gen 
| of 6 3 ni 0 bond of 
| her, that ſhe defired her to come and fit 
with her often, and Miſs Gordon readily 
| - conſented,: only begging: the favour of her 
dot to admit any other viſiter, becauſe 
. he choſe to be priyate, for particular 
reaſons. Theſe: reaſons Charlotte very 
much long' d to know, but could not 6 
. handſomely aſk for an explanation. One 
afternoon, however, Mr. Frankly's ſud- 

_ eee without mew ſending up his 

i Dag ?? | ages 


by 
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hame, as uſual, diſconcerted Miſs Gordon 


ſo much, that it occaſtoned a very unex · 
pected diſcovery. She was ſtanding at a 

table in the dining - room, with her back 
to the door, when he entered the room, 
but upon hearing his ſtep, walked on to 
the chamber without turning her face to- 
wards him, and ſhut the door haſtily. 
Frankly, who ſaw her quit the room as 
he entered, made an apology to Charlotte 
for his intruſion, and hoped he had not 
frightened away her company. Why,“ 

« faid Charlotte, I believe you have: 


for that lady will not be ſeen by any of 


« my friends. However, Pll try if I can 
e prevail on her to return and honour 
&« you with her preſence.” She then went 


to Miſs Gordon, deſigning to rally her 


for leaving ber alone with a man, but was 
extremely ſurprized to find her in tears, 
very pale, and almoſt ready to faint. She 
ran to her, and demanded the cauſe of 
her uneaſineſs; offered to ſtay with her, 
and let Mr. Frankly know that ſhe was 
taken ill. Miſs Gordon ſaid, ſhe was 
7 olten in that baden and would ſtay 
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in her own apartment till Mr. Frankly 


«, was gone, and then return to ſpend the 


60 evening with her.” Charlotte, obliged 
to be content, returned to Frankly, who 
was pleaſed to find her alone, and took 
that opportunity tag give ſome diſtant 
hints of the great regard he continued to 
have for her, and the happineſs he ſhould 
enjoy, if ſhe would determine in his fa- 
vour. Charlotte anſwered him with her 
accuſtomed freedom. I ſhall always be 
ready,“ ſaid ſhe, to on my obli- 


„ gations to vou, but never able to re- 


60 Cw them in the manner you ſeem to 
with. It would be much better, there · 


5 fore, Mr. Frankly, I: ſhould think, if 
you are not ſatisfied with my behaviour 
e to you, to viſit me ſeldomer, and to 
look out for ſome more deſerving wo- 


man, who will reward your merit and 
] am greatly obliged to 
you, Madam,“ Aaid he, for that 


6 8 openneſs of temper, and for 
your: kind advice. But 1 do not know 
Ca more deſerving; SPN ot ec, ex- 
* 3 to find e «6 „1 muſt nat 


10 * hink,” 


Tay 


« think,” cried Charlotte, to make me 
believe that you lived till you became 
6 acquainted with me, without finding 
one. I am well aſſured that I am not 
the firſt woman you have followed.” 
« You are not, Madam, I confeſs, but 
« by oll that's good, I knew only one 
&« beſides yourlelf whom I thought worth 
« more than a moment's notice.?“ You 
« are very ſatyrical,“ ſaid Charlotte, but 
% you make me curious to know what 
became of that one lady. She died, 
« Madam,” replied he, and left me 
for ſome time the moſt. unhappy of 
% meh.” Then you were married or 
3 engaged, I ſuppoſe, ſaid ſhe. But 1 
« fear I grow too impertient, about a ſub- 
"00 ject which cannot concern me.“ * 80 
far from it, Madam,” replied he, that 
“J have long wiſhed to mention the ſub- - 
« ject to you, but my heart was always too 
full. Pardon, Miſs Egerton, my ſorrow, : 
for one indeed moſt worthy of it; you 
cannot, I am ſure, eſteem me no leſs 
4 for it; nay, I believe, you would haye 
5 eſteemed me more, had you known the 
« dear injured object I lament. But this 
6c is 


[4] 


| 0 is a very uncommon way of entertain- 
af "6 ing the only perſon who can ſucceed 
Oy her in my heart.“ No apologies, = 
% Sir, I ſhould be glad to hear ſome- 
8 thing more of the Gen injured object, | 
ik *tis not improper.” Tou ſhall | 
know, Madam,” ſaid he, « all that I | 
know relating to her.” | If 


e ApovrT ſeven years ago my father, MW « 
being in an indifferent ſtate of health, 
was ordered by his phyſicians to Scar- il © 
« borough, and I went with him. As 
there was a great deal of company, of | «+ 
10 both ſexes, which ſuited the gaiety of M « 
% my diſpoſition, I ſpent my time very 
e apreeably at that place, eſpecially among 
„the ladies, tho' I took care not to be 6 
'% particular i in my addreſſes to any one, 
1 Be P of having a violent averſion to marriage. « 
„ This averſion diſpleaſed my father, who 
. was continually propoling matches to 
„ me. There happened to be then at 
c Scarborough a very agreeable girl, who ii « 
ef & had a handſome fortune of her own, « 


« 3nd ſtood a good chance to enjoy the 
* 88 eſtates 


ah * 
3 
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* 
= 


45 1 | 
« eſtates of two rich uncles, with whom 
« ſhe lived. This lady my father pitched - 
upon for me, and all the objections that 
« I could make to her, ſignified nothing. 
] did not indeed much diſlike her, but 


« could not bring myſelf to give up my 


« liberty. | While my father was per- 
« ſuading me to play a ſure game (as he 


« phraſed it) there arrived an elderly lady 5 


« from Scotland, accompanied by a young 


« one, the charmingeſt creature I ever 
« beheld. In ſhort, 1 gazed at her till 1 


« was no longer maſter of my heart. As 
e ſhe frequented the rooms I ſoon became 
« acquainted with her; and then was 
« happy enough to find that her inward* 


« perfections were equal if not ſuperior ' 


% to her outward charms. I was alſo 
“ happy enough to make myſelf agree 


able to her; nay more, to make my ſelf 
« beloved as fondly as I loved: You' 


« may eaſily ſuppoſe, Madam, that I ne- 


glected the lady about whom I was be- 
« fore ſo indifferent, and attach'd myſelf 


cloſely to my amiable Fanny. My fa- 
15 der grew extremely out of humour,” 


« _s 


[1468] 
e buten d to London much ſboner 
e than he intended. I was not uneaſy at 
his departure, as Fanny and her god- 
* mother et out about the ſame time. 


9 11 * | f 4 50 


| "ad . - n WOT to 1 
to her houſe, not doubting but that the 
<« figure I made, and the intimacy I had 


4 were ſufficient for my introduction to 
« a gitl who had: nothing but her god- 
s mother's favour to depend upon (as 
% my father had informed me.) But I 
<<. s miſtaken; the old lady abſolutely 
6 refuſed to admit me, unleſs I came with 
% my father s approbation, which I could 
, not by any means obtain. I grew wea- 
ty of importuning him; and at taſt only 
8 deelared, that I would never marry at 
6“ All. He ſeemed for a time ſatisfied 
with this declaration, and J enjoy'd as 
many private meetings as I could with 
„ my dear Fanny, under a feign'd name, 
« at the houſe of a truſty confidant. I. 
« preſſed her to conſent to a private mar- 
. e but never could meet with ſuc- 
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„enn 
4 ceſs: the only reaſon the generous girl 
gave againſt it was her immoderate 
« fondneſs for me, which would not per- 
*0 mit her to incenſe my father againſt 
« me. In vain did J aſſure her that he 
« ſhonld' never know of our tranfactions. 
« She always denied' my requeft, and told 
me I could not mention any thing that 
« would give her more uneaſineſs. Our 
« paſſions were raiſed to ſo high a pitch, 
« by having ſuch frequent opportunities 
to indulge them, that they knew no 
bounds, nor indeed did J endeavour to 
curb them, hoping that T' ſhould at 
length induce her to act as I pleas d. 
% We continued our ſecret interviews for 
above à year; when my. father, hav- 
ing got t ſcent. of them, reviv'd his intrea- 
ties, with regard to the young lady al- 
40 ready mention'd, (who, he faid, was 
« defperately in love with me) bur l paid | 
«fo little regard to them, that, at laſt, lie 
<« threaten'd to difinherit me. But his 
„ threatning had no other effect than to 
„make me abſent my ſelf from the houſe, 
«6 Fr row each * cloſer to Fanny, whom 
| « T 


* 


7 
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6. look'd- upon as my wife. She had pe 
ec netration enough to know that ſome- 
thing made me uneaſy, and preſſed me 
«< very much to tell her what it was. I 
3 reſiſted a good while, becauſe ſhe was 
not in a condition to be alarmed; but 
< repeated. her intreaties with ſuch earneſt- 
* neſs, that I was forced to comply. She 
heard me with a compoſure that ſur. 
“ prized me, and urged me to ſeek a re- 
« conciliation. with my father, and yield 
« to his requeſt : aſſuring me at the ſame 
time, that ſhe loved me too fondly to 
* ruin my fortune. I told her. ſhe was 
© dearer to me than my fortune; and 
e again offer'd to marry her; bot, her 
« er was * * 


25 Wang we were in this ſituation her 
e godmother died, and left her enough 
6 for a decent ſupport, with frugal ma- 
<< nagement. I again told my father how 
« fondly I doated on her, and aſſured 
“ him. that the objection he made was 
« Juckily removed, and that ſhe had got 
Va very handſome e but he was 


—— 
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« too well informed of her affairs, and : 


64 flung from me with contempt, declar 
« ing he never would fee me if I did not 
« quit her entirely, and accept of the lady 
« he propoſed. I made no anſwer to him, 
« but flew to the arms of my deareſt 
« girl for relief, Gueſs my ſurpri ze and 
« vexation, M iſs Egerton ; to find ſhe 
« was not at her lodgings ; to find only 
« a letter on her dreſſing-table, wherein 
« ſhe begg'd me not to think of her, but 
« obey my father; and inform'd me that 
e ſhe had particular reaſons me going 
« away ſo ſuddenly. _ | 


„ I was very ah concern'd at 
ce her leaving me in this manner; and 
« more ſo, as ſhe neither mention'd the 


place ſhe was gone to, nor how long 
« ſhe intended to conceal herſelf. I in- 
e quixed of the people of the houſe, but 


« to no purpoſe; they could only tell me. 
« that ſhe and her maid went away in a 


% hackney-coach. I waited about a week 
<« with the greateſt impatience, expecting 
* every day to hear from her. I grew 

. 0 " weary 
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1 weary pag uncertainty, and began to think 
« that ſhe might be gone to a liſter, whom 
« knew ſhe had in the country; and 
66 accordingly 1 wrote to her. Juſt, when, 
«I. was going, to. ſend. my letter to the. 
« poſt, my. ſeryant brought. one from h her 
e maid. I haſtily open'd it, and the 
firſt words. I an were theſe: My 
« dear miſtreſs died laſt night,” _ 1 could, 
read no more. The letter drop d out 
0 of my hand, and, with it a Paper fold- 8 
ed up and addrefsd to me, Which, as f 


< ſoon as I was a little recovered, 8 | found 
eto be written by my dear girl: it con- 0 
« tained. the warmeſt expreſſions... of ten- 0 


55 derneſs, and, concluded wich entreating c 


me, for her ſake,; to comply with my 
4e father's 8 deſires, and wiſhing me the. 


40 greateſt happineſs, this world can af- 
« ford, I was ſo loſt in ſorrow: for a long 


time, that I, could only dwell on the 
« dear paper; ; but afterwards I took up, 


the maid's letter, in which I read the 
5 following lines: My miſtreſs retir- 
« ed into the country, for the ſake of 
. ing in {tran 3 and concealed the = 

15 | As place 15 


us 


Twk 


6 place from vou, in hopes that you 


% would return to your father when you 


could not find her any where. She de- 
ſigned to ſpend the remainder of het 
46 life in retirement, but a violent fever 


44 ſeiz'd her ſoon after her arrival. She 


« had only time to write the incloſed to 
« you before ſne grew eg three 
« * after which ſhe died“ 51 0 

f31 e 5 3 4 


66 e 266g Miss 18 Was more 
6 « Galle of grief, than I was at that mo- 


« ment... I had loſt the ſweeteſt, the moſt 
« endearing. of her ſex; one who ſpent 


her whole life in ſtudying to pleaſe me, 


« and concerting ſchemes for my happi- 
„ neſs. We. never had the flighteſt dif- 


4 ference; ſhe lov'd me but too well : 
« Had ſhe been leſs anxious about my for- 


tune, we might have. been at this time 
66 © bleſt i in each other. 1 believe the un- 


eaſineſs which my father's obſtinacy 
gave her, haſten'd her death.“ Your 
Fanny,“ faid Charlotte, was indeed 
« the moſt generous creature I ever heard 


. But did you never ſee the dervant 


D 2 | e after- 
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« afterwards? Never, replied he, 


tho I made the ſtricteſt inquiries con- 


* concerning her; for I wiſh'd to hear 
«, every particular of my amiable girl's 
% behaviour. Poor Fanny, how dearly 


_ * didſtthou:-pay for knowing me??? But 


<« pray, interrupted. Charlotte, how 


4 did ;your father behave when he heard 


c of her death? ? Much better, Ma- 
“ dam,” ſaid he, than I expected; he 
* kindly ſoothed my ſorrow and forbore 


© to mention matrimony, till he ſaw I 


« had in ſome meaſure regain'd my chear- 


„ fulneſs : then he made another propo- 


*'fal with regard to the ſame lady; but I 


rejected it with diſdain, telling him, 
that I could never look on her but as 


* the deſtroyer of my firſt and deareſt 
« love. He laugh'd at my romantic no- 
« tions, as he call'd them: . But ſince 
« you are not going to degrade yourſelf,” 
« faid he, 4 T ſhall let you alone. You 


vill in time, perhaps, change your 
“ mind and think better.” He was how- 
ever miſtaken; for during his life 1 


N continually mourned i in ſecret the death 


85 of 


Tarr 


«© of my deareſt Fanny, and could not 
« think favourably of any other woman 
« till T met with you.” Here Frankly 
was prevented from going on, by the 
ſprightly voice of Miſs Afton, who came 
to aſk Charlotte if ſhe would make a 
party to Ranelagh the following morn- 
ing; and ſeeing Frankly with her in a 
very grave humour, began to rally her, 
Lord, my dear,” ſaid ſhe, what have 
„ you been doing to poor Frankly? In 

«. ſhort, he looks as if you had beaten ' 
„ him; but I hope he will recover time 
« enough to attend us to Ranelagh; for 


„ you ſhall go poſitively.” « Lam not 


ſo poſitively ſure of that as you are, 
* my dear Miſs Aſton,” ſaid Charlotte 
ſmiling. ** Oh, but you muſt not re. 
* fuſe,” replied ſhe ; „ for Mrs. Ra mſ- 
« den and I are to be gallanted by Mr. 
“ Freemer. I long to have your opi- 
* nion of him. He is the politeſt lover 
'I tell you what, my dear—Lord ! no, 


» 


I can't tell you before Frankly ; tho? 


« he has ſuch a hanging looks I ſwear Þ* 


| 2 believe he has catch'd it of my ſwain. 
E n 7 1 And 
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And he is a precious one, I aſſure you 
* ou ſhall be acquainted with him.” 


% Why, I confeſs” replied Charlotte, 1 


- have ſome inclination to fee Mr. Free- 


9 


| 4 


axe not half ſo good agirl as I thought you 


mer; but can't I fee him without go- 


ing to Ranelagh ? You know I don't 
<« love public places.“ Well now, that's 
6 aſtoniſhing,” cried: Miſs Aſton ; for I 
e doat on them; and indeed I am never 
% happy when am any where elſe : but 


you are a ſtrange girl.“ © I can't ſee 
any room for ſuch aſtoniſhment,” cried 


Charlotte; © there is nothing ſo common 


as difference of taſte, and we may as 

well be ſurprized that our faces are not a- 
like.“ Then you don't really ſlay at 
_ *% home, becauſe 'tis prudent, decent, and 


e 


U that,” ſaid Miſs Aſton; but becauſe 
ou love to be at home. Well now, you 


« were. Why, Madam,” replied Frank- 


ly. is it leſs meritorious to act properly 
from inclination than compulſion ?” 


, Ah! well,” ſaid ſhe, don't begin to 


. reaſon about it; for I hate reaſoning, 


on chat s ſo like my mama — if you did 


6 but 
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but know how many leſſons I am teaz d 
with againſt gadding and coquetry : 
. when there's no ſuch thing i in nature as 
a coquet in this age; except 'is a male 
„ one. No woman * it in her power 
* to be one.” I muſt beg your par- , 
« don, Miſs Aſton,” cried Frankly, «1 
* think I know ſeveral.” _ Po you ſin- 
"es cerely,” cried ſhe? «+ Oh! tell me where 
« they ate to be found that I 1 may go and 
learn by what happy arts they triumph _ 
© over you Jordly inſulters? Could I but 
* once make Freemer ſenſible of my power, 
«it believe I could bring myfelf to marry 
"« the creature. But I poſitively will ne- 
e ver be a flave, till I have firſt had the 
1 pleaſure of making one. Well, PI bid 
vou adieu till. tomorrow z * you're 
all ſo monſtrouſly ſerious, that I ſhall 
, & be infected too if I ſtay much longer.” 
| Charlotte, who was impatient to inquire 
after Miſs Gordon, did not endeavour to 
detain” her. Frankly. ſoon followed her, 
- Then, the told him ſhe had letters to write. 
8 e chen ran to Miss Gordon, whom ſhe 
e in great diſorder, and inſiſted on 


: 
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being acquainted with the cauſe of it. 


Miſs Egerton,“ (ſaid ſhe, holding both 


her hands and looking earneſtly in her 


face) I am going to make a diſcovery 
on which the happineſs of my future 
life depends: and you are {the perſon 
©. whoſe advice and aſſiſtance L ſtand moſt 
e in need of.” Charlotte was amaz d at 


the wildneſs of her looks, and the air with 
- Which ſhe ſpoke, but aſſured her. ſhe might 
depend on ber , beſt endeavours. <,I | 


do believe you,  cried- ſhe; © but muſt 


76 entreat you firſt to anſwer me one queſ⸗ 
tion with the utmoſt ſincerity. Are 


« you abſolutely determinꝰd a to mar- 
e Frankly : e (é J am,” faid Char- 
* lotte.” © Have yet a moment's pa- 


«© tjence with me—Ts he indifferent to 


you? „Quite indifferent as a lover : 
as a man who has perhaps preſerved 


* my honour and my life, I efteem him; 


but no farther. Then,” ſaid ſhe, in me 


e behold theonce-lov'd, once- happy Fanny- 


8 ſiſter to your friend Mrs. Ramſden— 
* Good Heavens !“ cried Charlotte, © is 


* it nw” but where have you con- 
" cent 


| 51. 
« ceal'd yourſelf ſo long, and for what 
«© reaſon? Lou have heard Frankly's 
« relation,” ſaid ſhe, ** and the occaſion _ 
« of my going into the country; there- 
« fore I need only. tell you where I went, 
«and what ape I have met math 
— ſince.” : | | 


_ Havine, ſettled all my little affairs; 
« by. my ſervants aſſiſtance, I ſet out for 
« a village in a private part of Hampſhire, 
here her friends lived, and with them 
« I paſs'd for a widow who had Juſt loſt 
« her huſband. There I was in a few 
* weeks delivered of a daughter. When 
e was up again, I could not help mak- 
ing reflections on my forlorn condition, 
and the injury I ſhould do both myſelf 
« and Mr. Frankly, by returning to him; 
* for I could not bear the thoughts of 
% making him run the riſque; of being 
diſinherited by marrying me z nor of 
living with him in the manner I had 
done. Theſe reflections determin'd me 
0 to ſend the letter he read to you, in- 
$ eloſed in that which I obliged my maid 
4:55 ö wad pings 
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9 t0 write, to inform him of my death. 1 
* wouldhave given the world to know how 
«© he'receiv'd the news; but durſt not in- 
quire for fear of being diſcovered, either 


v kim or my ſiſter; for I dreaded them 


c both at that time more than death. As 


LI had a competency for myſelf and my 
L child, I ſpent my time as agreeably as 


4 1 could; ordering my maid to be very 


Wh dfigertin her inquiries after Mr. Frank- 
s family. One day ſhe brought me 
© word that the father” had been dead a 


40 twelvemonth; and that the ſon was 


<< unmarried, Upon this news I flatter'd 
„ myſelf that he might ſtill have ſome 
regard for me, and came to town; bur, 
00 prevent my being known, took the 


r name of Gordon, and an apartment in 
4e chis houfe: ſending my ſervant with the 
child to the part of the town where he 


ved in order to learn every thing con- 


_ - = cerning him. I was ſoon informed that 


ehe made his addreſſes to you; and, to 


% ſay the truth, Miſs Egerton was exceſ- 


4. ſively ſhock'd at the news. 'T almoſt 


85 L blacm'd him as mich as if he had known 
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4 N des live 2 but, on recolleRing in what 
. manner I had acted, I found I had no- 
thing to do but to retire, and live alto- | 
4 oether in obſcurity. So great however 
te as my weakneſs, that I could not think 
« of leaving the town without once ſeeing 
the man I till loved ſo fondly; tho' I 
was convinced, it was the only prudent 
Ws ſtep I could take. My maid preſſed 
me either to ſend for him, or to write 
© to him; being thoroughly ſatisfied that 
„if he knew I was living, he would break 
through all engagements to be mine for 
% ever. But 1 had heard too much of 
man's inconſtancy to believe her. While 
vas in this perplexing ſituation, you 
took theſe apartments: and I ſoon heard 
4 you was the lady I had ſo much reaſon 
to fear; yet I diſcovered, the moment 
"NF beheld you, ſomething ſo ſtriking in 
00 your manner, that I could not = ; 
being prepoſſeſſed in your favour, an 
« ſhould have ſought your acquain- 
© tance had not you kindly made the 
« firſt Advances. I have indeed avoided - 


2 + NM. Frankly (being afraid to Fiſt my- 
D 6 * ſelf 


* 


— 
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6 
«© ſelf with him) ever ſince I lodged here; 
"<< and therefore his coming this afint@ocn 
* greatly diſconcerted me. I knew his 
* ſtep, and hurried into your chamber. 1 
* was very glad you left me there, for 
* jealouſy and love both ſtrongly prompt- 
'& ed me to liſten to the converſation be 
<< tween you; Little did I think of heat- 
[<< ing my own ſad ſtory. But what tranf- 
ports did I feel when he expreſſed: his 
4 concern for the loſs of me! O Miſs 
Egerton, pity and excuſe a heart whoſe 
only failing is too much ſenſibility. I 
44 thought, before he came, that it was 
e moſt eligible never to | ſee him again, 
but I now find that love is too power- 
ful for reaſon. Do not betray log on 
* Se me your advice. | 


. B. comforted, Madam,” faid Char- 


lotte, « I will endeavour to bring about a 
„re- union; but we muſt act cautiouſly : 
ebe affur'd, I will do my utmoſt, both 
for your own ſake, and my dear Mr, 
* Ramſden's. I muſt ſee your daughter: ' 
| « * the may be of infinite uſe i in our affair.” 
24 "NE You 
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Ki You ſhall command us both, » replied 


the now-ſatisfied Fanny: but how ſhall 


J look upon my dear ſiſter again?“ 
„ Tthink,” ſaid Charlotte, Mrs. Ramſ- 
6c den ſhould not be let into the ſecret 
till you are married to Frankly, or till 
EL every thing is quite ſettled. Compoſe 


„ yourſelf to-night, and let me have the 


child to-morrow. I deſign to put off 
my engagement with Miſs Aſton, who 
* will inſiſt upon taking your ſiſter, and 
„ then I ſhall have Frankly to myſelf.” 


Miſs Calden was full of acknowledgments 


to Charlotte for undertaking the manage- | 


ment of her affairs, and wiſhed her a 
good night. In the morning ſhe order'd 
her maid to bring the little Fanny to 
breakfaſt. Charlotte receiv'd her with 


the greateſt tenderneſs, and was playing 
with her when Frankly came to wait on 


her to Ranelagh,* 1 don't intend, Mr. 
« F rankly,” ſaid ſhe, * to go this morn- 


ing, but ſhould be glad of your com- 


«© pany to help me to entertain this lit- 


4-tle viſiter, if you have no averſion to 


« children.“ I am La e fond 
4 of e fad. he 3 * and this viſiter 
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« of yours dean to be exceltively « agree. 
4 able.” She is indeed a ſweet pratler,” 


replied Charlotte, and 1 fancy you will 
Ae be more pleaſed, : when you are better 
4 acquainted with her.” What is your 
6 name, my dear,” ſaid he to the child? 
Her name is Fanny,” ſaid Charlotte” 
Ll et And who is your papa and mama, _ 
bY © Fatiny?” ſaid he. have no papa,” 
| RT the charming innocent; * and ma- 
4 ma's name is Fanny too. e She has 
« a father,” Jaid Charlotte; * but he is 
<< not ſo happy as to know her; for which 
<< reaſon” T pity him.” He is indeed 
eto be pitied,”” ſaid Frankly : © what 
r an infinite deal of pleaſure muſt he 
„ ſoſe? But how was he divided from 
% Wee a child? Does her mother 
v live with him ? Pray, Madam, may 
44 I be favoured: with their hiſtories ?” 
= «] can't tell,” ſaid Charlotte, fmiling ; 
we «jt is a very odd one, and bears a near 
e reſemblance 5 that which you related 
< yeſterday.” « Good God ! ” cried he; 
< are there more people ſo unhappily cir- 
40 cumſtanced as J have been? If there 


i are, I know how to pity them. 7 


; — 
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« dg you think,” ſaid Charlotte, 6 * 
« ſerves the greateſt compaſſion; the man 
« who lives in ignorance of the ſweeteſt 
& child and its amiable mother; or the 

« poor mother who is torn from all the 
c loved, and hourly pines to be united to 
« the father of her dear infant?” The 
mother is certainly,” ſaid he, “the 
moſt pitiable object; becauſe you ſay, 
« the father knows not that tie is poſſeſt 
5* of two ſuch bleſſings.” © *Tis true, 
ſaid Charlotte; but he would not long 
« remain in ignorance, if the mother had 
** courage enough to venture a diſcovery, 
and was not doubtful of her fate. * Their 
15 ſeparation then, Madam, muſt have 
« been of a very extraordinary nature, 
„ My curioſity is raiſed : will you not ; 
« oratify it?“ „ You are very impa- 
tient,“ cried ſhe ; N. but I will not keel 
% you long in ſuſpenſe. I have indeed 
« undertaken a difficult taſk : it is to 
&s Who this pretty child acquainted with 

its father. As a great deal of delicacy 
« js requiſite on ſuch an occaſion, I ſhould _ 
bo n of advice; tor! I am ſomewhat _ 


1 
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| * at a loſs how to act, and know no- 
% body more capable of giving it than 
« yourſelf, Sir.“ & did not expect ſuch 
« a compliment from Miſs Egerton,” 


aid he; * but I believe you will readily 
6 agree with me, Madam, that I cannot 


<6 give my opinion till I hear the caſe,” 
„ don't fo readily agree with you,” 
faid ſhe; © you need only tell me hoy 

vou would receive your once-lov'd Fan- 
4 ny with juſt ſuch a daughter, and then 
1 ſhall be able to form ſome judgment 


we of that perſon' s diſpoſition whom I could 


« influence in favour of his unknown, va. 
'< Juable relations.” Good heaven!” 
cried Frankly, ** how you diſtreſs me, | 
«© Madam! the remembrance of my dear 
% Fanny is too affecting? She might, 
* have been, perhaps, the mother of as 
i lovely a child, and we might have been 
% happy. together,” Could you be now 
« happy,” ſaid ſhe, « were your Fanny 
« living 2” O, how needleſs,” replied 


he, « js that queſtion ? ? Were ſhe Mill 


% living, did you ſay ? Yes, Madam, I 


. . . ſhould be hes indeed, and would fly 


« with 


n 
« with exſtaſy to make her mine for ever: 
« But I muſt not hope for—and yet your 
« words and looks make me fancy ftrange 
« things ; they almoſt perſuade me to 
« think that this beauteous child belongs 
« to me.” „She does indeed belong to 
« you,” ſaid Charlotte, preſenting her 
to him. This is the daughter of 
your Fanny.” Frankly embraced his 
child in the moſt affectionate manner: 
& But where,” ſaid he, „is her mother; 
« for you | have half-aſſur'd me that ſhe 
« too is living?“ When he had ſpoken 
theſe words, Miſs Calden (who waited in 
the chamber till Charlotte gave a ſign) en- 
| tered the room. *Tis impoſſible to de- 
ſcribe the tranſports they both felt at this . 
meeting. Frankly a thouſand times preſs'd 
his long-loſt Fanny to his boſom, and. 
vow'd ſhe ſhould ſoon be his wife. When 
the firſt ſallies of their joy were over, they 
join'd in moſt ſincerely thanking Char- 
_ lotte, for being ſo luckily the cauſe of 
their re-union. They then conſulted her 
about fixing their wedding-day, and intro- 


Wen them to Mrs. Ramſden; © I 
« think, 
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« think, ” ſaid Charlotte, you 0 be 


60. ee wel a better grace to that 
oY; lady. after the ceremony is over 3 and, 


as fon the day, I leave you to fix it.“ 


% Well then, Miſs Eg erton.“ ſaid Frank- 
* 5 add one — to thoſe you have 
3 already confer'd. ; that i is, be preſent 1 
0 the ceremony tomorrow morning. 
40 will go and provide every thing 5 
« ſary, and leave my dear Fanny, and 
our little one, to your friendly care till 
my return.“ Charlotte readily conſent- 
a ed, and told him ſue would be denied all 
day. He went accordin 
_ to dinner. -; The, next morning Charlotte 
accompanied her friends to Church with a 


couſin of Frankly's, who gave Fanny 


away, and whom, ſhe invited to dine with 


them... In the afternoon the couſin took | 
his leave. When he was gone, Miſs Aſ- 


ton and Mrs. Ramſden ſent in their names. 
Charlote then deſir d her new - married 
friends to ſtay in their chamber till ſhe 
called them, and prepared to receive her 
Vvifſiters alone. Miſs Aſton, as ſoon as ſhe 

came din, rallied her for being at home only 


mgly and rerurned 


to 


s 6 
to Frankly, and for diſappointing her at 


Ranelagh. Mrs. Ramſden could not help 
telling ber there was ſomething particular 
in her conduct. She replied, laughing, 
« Why, my dear Mrs. Ramſden and-my 
« dear Miſs Aſton, if you will not be too 
« cenſorious, I will-confeſs that he is now 
« in my chamber.” « Well,” cried Miſs 
Afton, * pray never 1 me again, Mrs. 
« Ramſden; you always told me Miſs 
Charlotte was ſuch a pattern—but theſe 
e ſober-looking folks may do any thing, 
« while we lively girls are only ſuſpected 

« —And fo, I ſuppoſe,” continued ſhe to 


Charlotte, hei is not to be let out till I 


am gone.” © He is not indeed,” -faid 
Charlotte, looking archly;” “ . Then, 
ſaid ſne, „III be gone this inſtant; for 1 
hate mortally to ſpoil ſport: ſo farewel 


„till your” and 9 77 e dare er 5 


4 it.“ — 


Mus. Ramſden was now left Hoi! ck | 
Charlotte, and began to think there was 
ſome myſtery in her behaviour. Charlotte 
ſoon unraveled it. I have a great 
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40 many Wied to make to you, Mrs, 
c Ramſden, faid ſhe, for depriving you fo 
* © long of the higheſt of all ſatisfactions; 

< the fight of a friend, after a tedious ab- 
, ſence. But I only delay the meeting in 
* order to enhance the pleaſure of it.” 
J have not underſtood you all day, 
« child,” ſaid Mrs. Ramſden ; > © nor can 
"7 poſſibly conceive your preſent 'mean- 


ing.“ © I am ſorry,” ſaid ſhe, © that 


J am fo obſcure; but I have a lady 
% within, whom perhaps, you may under- 


0 ſtand better“ She then SHINE Mrs, 
"amet 2 8 


Ir Mrs. Rarnſden was i farprike "wi 


| "is much more ſo was ſhe to ſee her ſiſter, 
| who advanc'd to meet her, not without a 
little confuſion, and endeavour'd to make 


ſome apologies for her long abſence: but 


Mrs. Ramſden put a ſtop to them by em- 
7 bracing her moſt affectionately, and aſſur- 


ing her ſhe wanted nothing but to know 


the was well and happy, to make her com- 
pany ſo. I am both well and happy 
>. 5 wy fear ſiſter,” replied *. <« thanks 


30 to 


— 
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to Miſs Egerton but I have a little 


« ſtranger to preſent to you, whoſe papa, 
« I believe, you are well acquainted with.“ 


Frankly then led in the child, and Mrs. 
Ramſden received her niece very fondly. 
« But all theſe unexpected events,” ſaid 


ſhe, ©* amaze me, and I am eager to know 
« in what manner they were brought 
about. <« You ſhall ſoon be inform'd, 


« my dear ſiſter,” replied Mrs. F rankly ; 5 


« but as I hear 1 have a very amiable 
6 brother, I beg he may be ſent for firſt.” 
Mrs. Ramſden, who had a ſincere regard 
for her huſband, conſented to Ge the 
gratification of her curioſity till his arri- 
val; when they all ſpent the e with 
Charlotte. 


Arrzn ſupper, Mr. Frankly took his 


wife and child to his own houſe, where 


his ſervants were 2 to receive him. 


Cuaklorrz. when ber” company was 


gone, retired to her pillow, in a humour 
very different from many of our modern 


young ladies; „ ein that ſhe had con- 
tributed 


[4 1 


ktrlboted to the felicity of two deſerving 


perſons, tho” : at the 2 mp ow an agree 
ws lover. | 


Ulgiati@ rr now COA the SD. part 


ef her time with the agreeable ſiſters, who 


would have made any perſon of an envi- 
ous diſpoſition very uneaſy; - for never 
were there two women more happily mar- 
ried, But' the rejoiced at their felicity, 
and only wiſhed that Welford had been 
ttue: for ſhe could not help preferring 
him to all the men ſhe had met with, 
Wiſhing, however, is a great enemy to 
good- humour, and might have prey'd too 

much on her ſpirits, had not the lively 


Miſs Aſton engaged her in a variety of 


new ſcenes. This young lady, deſpairing 
alſo of finding a lover who would anſwer 
her romantic expectations, condeſcended at 
laſt to pleaſe her papa and mama by tak- 

ing Mr. Freemer. The latter end of the 
| enſuing ſummer was fix'd for the wedding, 
and Charlotte and Mrs. Ramſden were 
earneſtly entreated to give them their com- 


a at Aſton-park : ap conſented ; but 
< cc * 
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juſt befor e Mr. Aſton $ FER! propoſed 
to leave. the town, old Mr. Ramſden's 
diſorders increas'd ſo much, that his ſon 
and daughter” could not think of under.” = 


* 
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taking a journey. Charlotte was eve? | 
fore prevailed upon to "go without” them?” = 
Before ſhe ſet out for Aſton: parle, Sr , 
William Rivers arriv*d and ſolicited her 2 


to ſpend a month with him in Suſſex ſo 
prellingly, that her friends adviſed her to 
accept of his invitation; as he was an old” 
acquaintance. of her father's, liv'd not a- 
boye twelye miles from the park, and: 
promiſed. to deliver her to them at the 
end of the month. She accordingly ſet | 
out with the old knight i in his poſt chaiſe, 155 
after taking an affectionate farewel of. 
Mrs. Ramſden. Sir William behaved, 
during the journey, with great polite- 
neſs, and they were welcom'd. at their 
arrival by his piece, Miſs Smith, and his 


F 26) 19al © 0 oe | 
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j Youxs Rivers was handſome, and tho- 
roughly vers'd in all thoſe polite arts 


which are too often level'd againſt inno- A 
65 8 cence | 
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dence with ſucceſs. But, tho? his triumphs 
over innocence had been numerous, he was 
fo dextrous a hypocrite, that he bore the 
character of a decent gentleman. *Twas 
for this ſon, Sir William ſo cagerly preſs'd 
Charlotte to go into the country with him, 

Hoping that his perſon and addreſs would 
win her affe&ions, and not doubting but 

that his ſchemes would ſucceed, as ſhe wag 
at full liberty to diſpoſe of herſelf and her 


— 
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_ "Rrivzss at firſt only paid her great re- 

ſpect, and ſtudied to procure her all kinds 
of amuſement. They viſited every place 
of note within twenty miles of them. In 
one of thoſe excurſions, as they were paſ. 
. {ing thro? a little village, they ſaw ſo great 

a 2550 aſſembled, that Charlotte expreſſ- 
ed a deſire to know the occaſion of it. 
i Upon which Rivers ordered the coach to 
Mop: They ſoon found a young woman 
diſputing with a large fat man : many of 
the mob were on her fide, and one of them 
informed the company in the coach, 


that <« the man * an ale. houſe keeper, 
c wy and 


„ os 


 — 
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« and owner of a fmall hut, in which: the | 
young woman lived with her grand» 
« mother, aged near ninety, and a nurſe- 
1 child. That their poor neighbour owed 
« her noiſy landlord forty ſhillings for rent; 
but, as ſhe was not able to pay it, he was 
« going to ſeize the few moveables ſhe 
c had, and turn her out of doors, tho? ſhe 
was at this time very ill.” Charlotte, 
who always ſympathiz'd with the unhap- 
py, offer*d to pay the money, and intreat- 
ed Miſs Smith to go with her to the old 
woman, who the people aſſured her was 
a great obje& of charity. They accord- 
ingly enter'd her hut, followed by her 
grand- daughter, and found a figure ſearce- 
ly human, being doubly oppreſſed, with 
poverty and age; but there was a fine 
child upon her knee, about à year old. 


When the young woman told her ee 
mother of Charlotte's bounty, - ſhe” lifted 


up her hands in amazement, and faid, 
«© You are ſurely a good creature indeed; 
© if you had not comed this way 1 and 
„ this poor thing, which I hope was born 
to ſee better days, mought have pe- 
Vor. II. E OM rin 
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© riſhed thro? want. Whoſe child is it?“ 
cried Charlotte. Aye, Lord bleſs us,” 
faid ſhe; its mother is a mueh finer 
Madam than you; tho' not a quarter 
7 ſo good. All is not gold that gliſtens, 
you know. She is called my lady Ti- 
« ers. Lady Tiers?” ſaid Charlotte. 


„ KFSure you are miſtaken, How came 
her child here?” No, no, Madam, 


&.T. beent miſtaken, tho? I am old tad | 
por, I have my wits ſtill, thank 
the Lord. *Tis indeed, her daughter ; 
. **. an't you, my pretty little Bell? but I'll 
<« tell you, Madam: One day my lady 
and her maid happen'd to paſs by my 
door, where I fat ſpinning, and as I knew 
Mrs. Jenny, for I was once a ſarvant 
4 myſelf, ſhe ſtopp'd and aſk'd me if I 
& would take a child to nurſe, when Ma- 
dam was brought to bed ? I who was 
willing to get a ſmall matter in an ho- 
e neſt way, ſaid yes; and wanted ſadly 
«© to make a bargain for four ſhillings a 


week; but Madam haggled very much, 
„ and beat me down to three. In fix , 


2 K afterwards t the baby was brought. 
1 1X 


„ 4525, 

* and a fine baby ſhe is, God bleſs her! 

ec but I have never receiv'd a ſhilling from 
« that time to this. Some folks 8 ſhe 


| « 1s gone 2 ſea,” ES 


CHARLOTTE was. exceſſively hock'd at 
this account, which was atteſted by the 
young woman and a crowd of neighbours, 
and, kifling the child, told the old wo- 
man that, if ſhe was willing and able to 
take care of it, ſhe would pay her the full 
price. She then gave her a guinea to begin 
with, ſtept into the coach, and continued 
her journey amidſt the ſhouts of the peo- 
ple, who declared ſhe was the beſt young 
lady they had ever ſeen in all their born 
days: But neither Rivers nor Miſs Smith 
ſeemed to be really delighted with this ex- 
ceſs of generoſity, tho* they applauded 
it. The latter was very much reſerved 
all the time ſhe was at Sir William's, 
and therefore could not be ſuitable to her : 
and the aſſiduities of the former grew ex- 
_. ceeding troubleſome ; for, before the month 
was expir d, he took an opportunity to make 


© * her of his heart to her, which ſhe re- 
| E 2 | fuſed 
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| Fuſed as s politely as ſhe ed, but deter- 
mined never to viſit the knight and his fa- 
mily again. Sir William, who ſeconded 
his ſon's addreſſes with great eagerneſs, 
ſaid every thing in his power to per- 
ſuade Charlotte to receive them, but to no 
purpoſe : ſhe claimed his promiſe to carry 
her to Aſton-park. However, before ſhe 
ſet out, ſhe contriv'd to ſee the little Bell, 
and charged the young woman to take 
particular care of her if her grandmother. - 
would be diſabled by ah or death. 


Gebe er receivedjat Aſton 8 
with a great deal of pleaſſe. Sir William 
with his ſon and his Afiece, accompanied 
her, as they wanted to make an acquain- 
tance with the family there. Mr. Free- 
mer ſet out juſt before their arrival, for 
| Shropſhire, in order to prepare every 
thing for Miſs Aſton's reception, at the 
_ Cloſe of the ſummer: and that young lady, 
| who pined in ſolitude, and only ſighed for 
company, rejoiced to find fo many agree- 
able new viſiters. In ſhort, the viſit was 
8 e | ſoon 


77 J 
ſoon return'd, and many pleaſant tours 
the two families made about the country: 
which were better reliſh'd by Charlotte, 
becauſe Rivers attach d himſelf entirely to 


| Miſs Afton, who was highly delighted 


with an admirer ſo much more gay than 
Freemer : and indeed he ſoon made ſo 


great an impreſſion on her, that ſhe ſeem'd_ 
to have forgot her promiſe to be Mrs. 
Freemer before the ſummer was over: and, N 
as her papa and mama were apt to carry 


their indulgence too far, ſhe was in a fair 


way of being made unhappy for life, had 
not Charlotte luckily ſav'd her from the 


ſnare that was laid for her. 


As Rivers was only i in 3 of a large 


| | fortune, he was very indifferent about the 
woman who poſſeſſed it. He pretended a a 
violent paſſion for Miſs Aſton, but always 


when they were in private, becauſe he 
knew ſhe was engaged ; not doubting but 


| that, if he could once fix her affections, 
her father and mother would be eaſily e- 


nough prevailed on to wink at her diſap- 


Feine Mr. Freemer, as 1 were ſo 5 
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| doatingly fond of her. But he was forc'd 
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to uſe all the art he was maſter of to keep 
her from expoſing both him and herſelf; 


for her vanity would not always ſuffer her 
to conceal what the wiſh'd to make known, 


the pleaſure of triumphing over Charlotte, 


and all the girls in the country, by letting 
them ſee, that ſo very ſmart a fellow neglect 


ed them to dangle after her alone. Inſtead 


of ſpending only days with each other, they 


had ſoon an opportuvity to be whole weeks 


together ; for, as Miſs Smith and her cou- 


fin us'd to make weekly viſits to Mr. Af- 


ton's family, Miſs Afton and Charlotte 
were fond of returning them. 1 


1 to like Sir William's 


ſeat again, becauſe his ſon was attach'd 
to a new object; and becauſe his niece be- 


hav'd to her with more freedom than ever. 


In the midſt of her engagements, however, 


with the two families, ſhe found means to 
peep at her little nurſery ſometimes; but 


always went noog. well knowing her 


ſprightly companion 's inclination to tattle, 


and not caring to publiſh her once-lov'd 
h Arabella * 


1 91 
Arabella's failing: not even Rivers, nor 
his couſin imagin'd that Charlotte was ac 
quainted with the mother of the child. 


Tas laſt time ſhe call'd ſhe found the 
Young woman in tears, lamenting the loſs 
of her grandmother, who died two days 
before. Charlotte gave her two guineas, 
as ſhe had no money to bury her; and 
aſk'd her if ſhe was capable of taking 
care of the child?) I ſhould be very 
« glad,“ faid the girl, to have it if 
« you will give me leave to carry it into 
„ Kent, where I intend to ſettle with a 
« young man who would have married 
«© me before now; but I could not think 
« of leaving my grandmother in her weak 
« condition.” , Why muſt you leave 
„ this place?“ replied Chailotte. Be- 
« cauſe, Madam,” ſaid ſhe, ** his father di- 
« ed lately, and left him a ſmall farm 
«© there.” Charlotte was ſo pleas'd with 
the girl's kindneſs to her grandmother, 
that ſhe conſented to let her have the child, 
on her promiſing to leave word with the 
neighbours where ſhe was gone, in Caſe 

E 4 . any 
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any perſon ſhould enquire after it. She 
then took her direction, gave her ſome- 
thing towards houſe· keeping, and return'd - 
to Sir William's, where he had left Miſs 
Aſton. 


As Charlotte was always an early riſer, 
efpecially in the country, in order to en- 
joy the fragrance of the morning, ſhe us'd 
frequently to ramble into the Park, before 
any of the family were ſtirring. One morn- 
ing, after ſhe had taken a longer walk than 
uſual, ſhe return'd by a hedge that incloſed 
part of the gafden, and heard Miſs Smith's 
voice louder than ordinary: A man's voice 
too ſhe heard, but he ſpoke in a lower key. 
She ſtopp'd to liſten, (ſo natural is curio- 
fity) knew the man was Rivers, and over- 
heard the following dialogue. 


Rivers. © Follow me no longer; I 
« will not bear it: would you ruin me? 
Miss SMiTH. © Ruin you? What, by 


e doating on you to extravagance ? — By 
« loving you more than life ?” f 


RIVE RS. 
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| Ravens. * Yes, yes, I tell you. 
« You know I ſpeak the truth; you know 


«© my father will diſinherit me the mo- 
«© ment he knows we are married; and 


« that I can only ſecure his favour by 
* marrying a fortune: ; you know all this, 
« and yet oppoſe me. : 


Miss SmiTn. © I don't care what be- 
e comes of me; I am undone already: 
« for I. love to amen the man who 
6 n and deteſts me.“ 


Rivine; e Pray be compoſed a little, 
or we are undone, indeed, ungrateful 
Sally. Have I not made you my wife. 
Tou know I would not have married 
« you, but becauſe you refuſed to be mine 
« on any other terms; I could now get 
« a womam quite fit for our purpoſe z 
one who would not moleſt us, but leave 
« her fortune to be ſpent on you, and yet 
« you will not be eaſy. - You'll certainly 
05 - —_ our ſecret, if you don't act 


. « with 


” o 
& * - 


— 


— —— ———— æ — ꝗfæ——̃lL CI — 2 — " — 5 
* — * s 2 BIS. bs 


1 
e with, more caution, Why do you ob- 
e jet to this girl,” more than to Miſs | 
* Egerton? 1 


Miss SurTa. * Becauſe you like her 
cc better.” | my 


rs „There you are Winken. 
© She's a d—mn'd fool, like the reſt of 
her ſex, and only wants more wheedling. 
Come, pr*ythee Sally, dry your eyes, 
© and reſume your chearfulneſs : when 
« the ceremony is over, and I am ſure of 
« my prey, I will ſpend all my happy 
Jn with pur will, believe 
DB ou me. : g 

Miss "HEE 0 Oh | how e do 
„you wind me to your purpoſe : you 
«6 know I can. refuſe you nothing; or elſe, 
do you think I would conſent to your 
making another woman as wretched as 
-« you have made 1 me? ? 


„ Ravens. 5 Plhaw, bi 2 wildly 
« you. talk I am ſure I am in the moſt 
danger; 


— 
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danger; for if you diſcover my plot, as 
« T am curſedly afraid you will, what will 
« become of me then?“ 
Miss SMmiTH. © Fear me not, my 
« dear, Can ] do any thing to injure the 
man 1 love? All I aſk in return is not 
4 to be neglected, for a new face; I am 
your firſt, your only wife, and you muſt 
e only mine in realty.” 


8 $6 I will, I will be only yours; ; 
e but let's be gone—it grows late ſome 
* of the ſervants may be ſtrolling this 
„ Way.“ 


Ax rzx this ſpeech Rivers took hold of 
his couſin's hand, while Chatlotte follow'd 
at a diſtance, full of amazement at what 


| ſhe had heard, and very much perplexed 


to know how to act. She could not think 
of concealing ſo villainous a plot, and yet 
knew not how to impart. it either to Miſs 
Afton or her mama. After ſome delibe- 
ration, ſhe wrote the particulars f it to 
| Als Ramſden, and begg'd her immediate 
| J 9 n 
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advice, reſolving not to alter her behaviour, 
till ſhe had receiv'd her anſwer. 


Two days afterwards, ſhe and Miſs Aſ- 
ton return'd home by themſelves ; where 
they were receiv'd by Mrs. Afton with 

uncommon ſatisfaction: for ſhe expected 
her fon (and other company) from Dover 


every minute, having had a letter the day 
before to give her notice of his arrival 


there, Ader being abſent near three years. 


In Which letter he inform'd her, that he 


mould be accompanied by a young gen- 
tleman and lady with whom he had con- 
tracted an acquaintance at Bxuſſels; that 
he hail invited them to AſtoF-park for a 
few weeks, becauſe his friend, having bro- 
ken his arm at Boulogne, and ſuffered a 
great deal in the paſſage afterwards, was 


- unable to bear the fatigue of a journey to- 
» Yorkſhire, whither he was going to take 
_ poſſeſſion of an eſtate juſt come to him by 
the death of his father, where he had found 
out the relations of the young lady entruſt- 
8 ed to his care. Great preparations were 
| theralies 


„ 
therefore making for the reception of ſuch 
unexpected gueſts. ; 


CHARLOTTE, hinking it proper to leave 


Mr. and Mrs. Aſton to receive their ſon 
alone, retired to her own chamber, as the 


evening was not inviting enough for a 
walk. In the midſt of a muſing fit, the 


arrival of young Aſton, with his company, 
made a buſtle in the court-yard : upon 
which ſhe could ngt refrain from going to 


her window : the firſt object ſhe ſaw was | 


Welford, with his arm in a fling, ſupport- 
ed on one ſide by an exceeding pretty 
girl, and on the other by his feltow-tra- 
veller. Tis eaſier for the reader to con- 
ceive, than for me to deſcribe her ſur. 
prize at ſuch a ſight. A thouſand ideas 
ruſh'd inſtantly into her mind, and the 


Was almoſt ready to faint away. When 


ſhe recover'd the ſhock, there aroſe many 
_ difficulties, with regard to the manner in 
which ſhe ſhould behave to him. Recol- 
lecting however, at laſt, that he could nei- 


ther know her or like her, as her perſon: 
n fo much alter'd, and that he was moſt 


_ probabl, 7 
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Probably in n love with the git], whoſe anxi- 
| ety for his welfare ſeemed to proceed from 
ſomething more than a common benevo- 
lence of diſpoſition, ſhe reſolved to accoſt 
him as if he was a perfect ſtranger, hop- 
ing thereby to come at the reaſon of his 
leaving her ſo abruptly. She went down, 
but not without trembling, to welcome 
young Aſton, who receiv'd her with great 
politeneſs, and preſented the lady as one 
who merited her notice. and favour. Char 
lotte behav'd to them with her accuſtom'd 
good manners, but when Welford ap- 
.Proach'd to ſalute her, ſhe was ſo much 
affected, that Miſs Aſton fear'd ſhe was 
indiſpos d. As the ſmall-pox had entire- 
ly changed the form of her face, and de- 
priv'd her of the fine eye - brows and eye- 
laſhes, which had form'd a diſtingutſh'd 
part of her beauty. Wel ford recollected no 
traces of his old miſtreſs. Her voice and 
manner, indeed, ſtruck him particularly; 
and, tho' the name of Egerton was alto- 
gether new to him, the name of Charlotte, 
which Miſs Aſton frequently made uſe of 
ben ſne * to her, threw him into 
ſuch 
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fuch a ruminating fit on paſt occurrences, 
that his young companion and his friend 
Aſton, began to take notice of it. He 
complained of a little fatigue by tra- 
velling briſkly, and retir'd as foon as he 
decently could to the apartment allotted 
him: where he was attended by his 
friend, while Miſs Aſton took care Fo the 
young lady. 


- Warn Afton return'd to his ſiſter, he 
was very much importun'd by her to re- 
late the hiſtory of his fair companion, and 
he ſatisfied her curioſity by the following ac- 
count. She is the daughter of an Engliſh 
<« merchant who ſettled many years ago at 
“ Bruſſels, and lately died there. Upon 
e his death-bed he left this amiable girl, 
« with ten thoufand pounds to the care 
* of my friend, and requeſted him to find 
out her relations in London as ſoon as 
he arriv'd there.” <© Then I ſuppoſe, 
« Sir,“ ſaidCharlorte, (who wantedtoknow 
every thing about Welford) © your friend 
< js in love with his young ward, and that 
her father deſigned he ſhould marry - 
; <a” 
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« her,” 4 I am ready to believe, Ma- 
cc dam,” ſaid he, <« that her father had 
« ſuch a deſign; but I am not ſo ready 
« to think that my friend is in love with 
« her: for, as he has been formerly ill- 
ee uygd by a lady on whom he fix'd his 
<« affections, he has conceiv'd no favour- 
< ableopinion of yourſex.” Charlotte, tho? 
ſhe knew not what to make of this ſpeech, 
was pleaſed to hear that Welford was nei- 
ther married nor engaged. And tho” ſhe 
did not think it likely that he ſhould be 
ever her's, ſhe loved him too well, to bear 
the thoughts of his being another 's. When 
the family retired to reſt, ſhe ſpent the 
night in reflecting on paſt ſcenes ;/ in re- 
calling thoſe. days, which flew away fo 
| happily, when Welford vowed never to for- 
fake her, and in torturing her imagination, 
in vain, to trace out the motives of his 
conduct, and his reaſons for accuſing one 
ol ill uſage, who had never wilfully or 
knowingly offended him: ſhe was Wil- 
ling however to think that ſome other wo- 
man for whom he had left r. 1 miſbe- 


havio ur 
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haviour, had vecaficn'd his diſlike to PE: 
ſex in general, and conceived hopes of re- 
gaining his affections. But when ſhe con- 
ſider'd that ſhe was no longer miſtreſs of 
the perſon, which firſt allur'd him, her 
hopes vaniſh'd and deſpair ſucceeded. 

And yet,” faid ſne, why ſhould 1 
« have ſo mean an opinion of my lover, 
“as to imagine him liable to be capti- 
« vated meerly by a face?“ Thus did 
ſhe paſs the night full of reſtleſſneſs, but 
roſe determin'd to conceal herſelf from 
him, and to ſtudy to make her com- 
pany agreeable, that by forming an in- 
timacy, ſhe might one day muſter up 
courage enough to aſk him the reaſon of 
his former conduct. As ſhe had chang'd 
her ſervants while he was abroad, they. 
were not likely to inform him that ſhe 
was ſo near. She amuſed herſelf all the 
morning with writing to Mrs. Ramſden, 
the only confidant ſhe had, and ſending 
her particulars of what had paſs'd at Aſ- 
ton-park, and Sir William's. Mrs. Ramſ- 
den anſwer'd her letter by the return of the 
poſt,-and egg d ſhe would, without de- 
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lay, communicate to Mr. and Mrs. Aton, 
all that ſne knew about Miſs Smith and 
Rivers, in order to prevent che ruin of 
their ä 


Senators, tho? ſhe Ate” herſelf 
5 obliged in honour to follow Mrs. Ramſ- 
den's advice, could not follow it without 
reluctance. She was concern'd for Miſs 
Smith, who, ſhe fear'd, would ſuffer in 
every ſhape, when her ſtory became pub- 
lic. She therefore intreated Mr. and Mrs, 
Aſton not to acquaint Miſs nor any body 
elſe, with their true reaſons for breaking 
the intimacy between her and young Ri- 
vers. They complied with her requeſt, 
and only hinted to their daughter, how ab- 
ſurdly ſne behaved, (as ſhe had engaged 
herſelf to Freemer) and inſiſted on her ne- 
ver ſeeing Rivers again. But Miſs, who 
had been too much humour'd, to hear pa- 
tiently the accent of reproof, told them in 
plain terms, that ſhe hated Freemer, and 
2 ſhould e miſerable with him; but that 


© © ſhe found in Rivers every thing fhe wiſh- 


| ws and wonder'd they could bave the leaſt 
egos: ke i : | * 


Fon]. 

objection to him: nay, ſhe declar'd; on 
being cloſely preſſed to give him up, that 
ſhe would never marry any other man · 
They were then forc'd, by Charlotte's af” 
ſiſtance, to prove that he was actually 
married to his couſin, This diſcovery. 
very much . ſurpriz'd Miſs Aſton, and 
ſhock'd her too; for, with all her failings» 
ſhe was not intentionally bad. Vanity, 
and a defire to behave like the fine ladies 
of her acquaintance, often led her into er- 
rors; but whenever ſhe was convinc'd: 
that thoſe errors would be attended with 


| fatal. oc ſhe was yy "og to 


reno unce them. 


JT STOP v was mein put to the in- 
timacy between the two families: young 
Rivers ſoon found out that Charlotte had 
been an active agent againſt him, and 
from that time he watch'd for a proper 


opportunity to return the compliment. 


CrarLoTTE had now, by her winning 
manner, made Welford ſo fond of her 


op, that he was very loth to quit 
a Aſton- 


* 
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Park, tho' his preſence in Yorkſhire 
was much wanted, and the conveyance of 
Miſs Peterſon, his charge, abſolutely neceſ- 
_ fary to her relations. In ſhort he was 
raored there by a kind of enchantment, 


and ſpent all the time he could with her. 


When they walked in a fine evening with 
the family, they always contriv'd to ſepa- 
rate themſelves from their company; but 
Miſs Peterſon, who liked Welford too 
much to be thorougly eaſy, while he was 
in purſuit of another, often followed them, 
and would have been very troubleſome, 
had hot young Aſton! been ſmitten with 
her, and by that means prevented her, by 
ſaying tender things, and trolling with 
her into private walks. Miſs Aſton too, 
who was fond of every new character, took 
a a fancy to Maria, and, under pretence of 
ſhowing her the country, would often de- 
prive her of Welford's company, which 
ſhe chiefly. delighted in. But Welford, 
tho* very polite, was too grave for Miſs 
Aſton : ſhe therefore left him entirely to 
Charlotte, who my day became a greater 
| favourite, 
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conn te, and received freſh inſtances of 


his confidence. 


As Charlotte 5 principal view was to 


learn the reaſon of his deſerting her, ſhe 


introduced as often as ſhe could hand- 
ſomely, the ſubjects of love and marriage. 
One evening, when ſhe knew Miſs Peter- 
ſon was engaged with Miſs Aſton and her 


brother, ſhe thus addreſſed herſelf. to him; 


+ I think, Sir, your fair charge, Miſs Pe- 


« terſon, is a very pretty figure: there is a 


« ſimplicity in her behaviour which prepoſ- 
« ſeſſes me in her behalf, and I am much 
« deceived if Mr. Afton has not a favour- 
ee able opinion of her. I ſhould indeed 
« wonder if he had not; for ſurely it is 
impoſſible for any man to be often . 
äſo ſweet a girl, without being charm 


Think you ſo, Madam?“ ſaid Wel- 


ford. c What opinion can you then have 
« of me? For I have had great oppor- 


e tunities to gain her affections, and have 
«, yet neglected them all.” I own,” re- 


plied the, ſmiling, © I don't know what 


« to » think of you. Lou ſeem particular- 
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c ly formed for the ſociety of our ſex, 
„and yet I often have obſerved in you 

„ a diſlike to Miſs Peterſon's company: 
but I ſuppoſe you are attach'd to an- 
e other lady more ſuitable to your dil. 
e poſition.” © Upon my word, Madam,” 
_  Taid he, I am not ſo happy a man: [ 
have not been favoured by love, and 
e therefore ought not. to think of it.” «| 
, can't tell how to believe you,” faid 
Charlotte, © you muſt certainly then have 
e made a bad choice,“ „ have been 
"mn greatly diſappointed, Madam,” faid 
he, for the woman whom I thought 
N the beſt and moſt conſtant, prov'd to be 
A the moſt fickle and deceitful of her ſex.” 
Charlotte bluſh'd at the character, which 
me imagin'd was drawn for herſelf ; but 
quickly anſwer d. How do you knoy, 
e Sir, that ſhe was ſo fickle and deceit- 
4 ful? Did you ever ſee her treat another 
* man with an unbecoming familiarity ?” ! 
No,“ ſaid he, nor did I ſuſpect her toi 
e be capable of ſuch eth till ne 
& rejected me for another man.“ Chor- 
lotte was much ſurpriz*d at his anſwer; 


but, TONER convinc'd that ſhe had nevet 
| acted 


Me 


[ 95 ] 

ated ſo unworthily, began 'to conclude 
that he meant ſome other perſon : ſhe was, 
however, deſirous of hearing the whole 
truth of the affair, and thus went on: 1 
% cannot help being deſirous to know. 
« who this lady is? Excuſe my curio. 
% fity, Sir; I have met with a parallel 
« caſe; with this difference only, that 
« the man was alone to blame.” «© I 
„ ſee, Madam,” ſaid Welford, <* you are 
« ready to condemn me, without a hear- 


« ing.” „ No, no,” replied ſne, 


<« ſhall not determine ſo haſtily as you 
« did; therefore name your fickle fair 
&« one. Fickle and fair, indeed ſhe was; 
« yet, tho* I have never mention'd her 
name to any body, I will now, to clear 


« up your doubts of me, relate the 


« whole ſtory of our loves. She was, 


„ like you, Madam, a Charlotte. Her 


« Father, Mr. Byerſley, was one of the 
« worthieſt of men. Had his daughter 
« been as worthy, I ſhould have been 


© happy long ago.” Don't accuſe her, 


cried Charlotte, © for ſhe was innocent. I 


— * knew Miſs Byerſley well; knew her at 


4 * Wh 


os. 
e the time you left her, and have all 
„s along ſuſpected that you were the per- 
* ſon whoſe abſence ſhe has ſo often la- 
es mented to me.” © Did you then 
Know her?” cried he. Did you 
„know my. once much-lov'd Charlotte? 
Did ſhe lament the loſs of me? Was 
„ ſhe faithful; and was I deceiv'd?” 
% You was indeed deceiv*d,” ſaid ſhe, 
for I heard her declare a thouſand times 
after you left her, that ſhe eſteemed you 
* above all men; nay, it was a great 
<<. while before ſhe could be perſuaded to 
e forget you.” Then ſhe did at laſt 
forget me,” . reſumed he, with ſome 
warnith But, ſoon growing [compoſed 
again added, I fear I have been too 
«© haſty: but is it yet too late? You 
<< are her friend, Madam, may I not hope 
e for your kind interpolition in my fa- 
4 your, when ſhe becomes ſenſible that Iam 
„ ftill faithful, and ſincerely repent of my 
errors ? It is too late,“ replied Char- 
lotte; © for ſhe has changed her name 
«© and is ſettled in the country.“ Then 
"8:1 "the is married, and tis indeed too late, 
A on 
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ſaid he. But do you never ſee her now, 
« Madam ? Tho' I muſt not hope to call 
4 her mine, I ſhould be glad to have her 
« ſatisfied that I am not guilty of the 
crime ſhe ſuſpects me of.” * don't 


4 ſee her often,” replied Charlotte; < bur, 


in order to do you juſtice, I ought to 


be more circumſtantially inform'd of 


«. your behaviour to her. Welford then 
deſcribed every particular from his firſt 
ſeeing her : together with every thing that 
paſſed between him and Arabella. 
 CrarLoTTE was very much aſtoniſh'd 
at her friend's conduct, as ſhe never had 
entertained the leaſt thought of her falſ- 
hood, nor could ſhe poſſibly gueſs at the 
occaſion of it. She did not however in- 


terrupt Welford, till he mention'd his ſet- 


ting out for Dover: Then ſhe ſaid to 
him, Oh]! Mr. Welford, what can I 
« ſay to excuſe that ſtep? Was it not a 
« raſh one? Should you not have en- 
« geavour'd to ſee Charlotte yourſelf be- 
« fore you Pw your final reſolution ? 
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461 thought at that time, Madam, as you 


4 do now.“ replied he, and: before >. 
<« reach'd my journey's end, order'd the 
* chaiſe to return to the place from 
« hence I ſet out; being determin'd to 


* meet once more, and upbraid her with 
6 her falſhood; for I had then no doubts 


£6 of it. But could not put my deſign 
« in execution; for the driver informed 
« me that one of his horſes was ſudden - 
“e Ty lamed, and that he could but juſt 
& carry” me to the place 1 at firſt intend- 


ed to ſtop at. This ſpeech of his 
e diſconcerted me greatly; for I was too 


. ill to think of mounting the other horſe; 
« otherwiſe I ſhould have rode back di- 
V6 bee e e Ito ſee her 8 858 5 


en PD WO A then! 


0 1 was ird with a fever, ates 
10 \ night; which confined me to my bed for 
a a fortnight: during which, Ithought,| of 
nothing but returning to ton the mo- 
c ment I was able. At length my im 
40 patience grew to ſuch a height, that I 


wrote to a friend there, and deſired 
5 him 
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, bim to make a very eract inquiry after 
« Charlotte, and to communicate every 
thing he knew. about her. He obey'd 
me but too punctually for my repoſe z 4 
«, for he ſent. word that he had been in- 
« form'd by her own maid, that ſhe was 
64 actually on the point of being married 
ge to one Read, a perſon whom 1 Thad often 
e met at Mr. Byerſley's, but whom I re- 
garded only as a common acquaintance. 
« My friend alſo told me that he had not 
4 truſted entirely to the reports of ſer- 
„ vants; but had taken pains to watch 
“ Read himſelf, and ſaw him go to and 
from the houſe ſo often, that he firmly 
believed the reports were true. Did 
e this friend of yours, Sir, ſaid Charlotte. 
never undeceive you? For Miſs Byerſ- 
ey is: not married to Mr. Read; nor 
did ſhe ever encourage him as a lover. - 
He had no opportunity to undeceive me, 
Madam.“ ſaid Welford; for he died a 
e few: weeks after he ſent me his intelli- 
«| pence, which ſerved to haſten, my jour- 
te ney 3..tor I could no longer bear a place 
here & bad felt ſo much uneaſineſs. ? 
Hz l F 2 „ Conſider © 
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6 Conſider, Madam, whether I am not 
« deſerving of your pity, and of Char- 
&« lotte's forgiveneſs, which I don't deſ- 


e pair of, thro' your mediation : but 


„ what puniſhment ought that devil A- 
« rabella to receive, for ſeparating, mere- 
* ly out of wantonneſs, two people who 
« ſeemed formed to make each other 
Ws happy * 


Cnax1or TE was as much at a loſs as 
Welford to aſſign any reaſon for Bell's 
conduct : nay, ſhe ſometimes was inclin'd, 
notwithſtanding her eſteem for him, to 


doubt his veracity. But when he repeated- 


ly proteſted that he did not leave England 
till he had received the moſt circumſtantial 


proofs of his Charlotte's inconſtancy, and 


that he had never ſettled his affections on 
any other woman, ſhe was at length con- 
vinc'd of his ſincerity and Arabella's per- 
fidy. However, the pleaſure ſhe felt at 
being ſtill regarded by him, was ve 

much damp'd, when ſhe reflected that the 
ſmall-pox had rendered her unknown to 
him. * therefore would not diſcover 
1 herſelf, 


. * _ 
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> * ö »w 


[ 101 
herfelf, but 8 to improve th 
| friendſhip which ſubſiſted between them, 
till ſhe found a proper opportunity to 


throw off-the maſk. With this view ſhe 


ſpent all her leiſure hours with him, which 


were not many; for Mrs. Afton and her | 
daughter grew every day more pleaſed 


with her, and hinder'd her from eloping 
as often as ſhe wiſh'd, 


WerLrorD, when he firſt approach'd -- 


to ſalute Charlotte, thought there was 
ſome diſtant reſemblance beten her and 
his old miſtreſs: that reſemblance increas'd 
with their intimacy ; for he found not on- 
ly a ſimilitude of voice, but of manner 
alſo : in ſhort, ſo many of her ways cor- 


reſponded with thoſe of her nameſake, that 2 


he was a ſecond time ready to declare his 


love. Charlotte perceived his emotions 
with joy, and was only afraid that he 


would leave Kent before ſne had made a 
laſting impreſſion on him: but her fears 


ſoon vaniſh'd; for his uncle, who went 
down to Yorkſhire, as ſoon as he had in- 
* him of his father's death, and who 


* 
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Had receiv'd an account of his accident, 
fent a letter to deſire that he would not 
undertake ſo long a journey too foon ; 
alſuring htm that he would take ſuch care 
of his Affairs that they ſhould not require 
his immediate preſence. As he was con- 
vinc'd of his uncle's affection and inte- 
grity, and much preſs'd by the whole fa- 
mily, who were extremely pleaſed with 
his company, to ſtay at Aſton- park, he 
gave up all thoughts of quitting it. His 
only care was about Miſs Peterſon ; but 
young, Aſton ſoon made him eaſy on her 
account, by. promiſing, with his leave, to 
- ke her ſafe in town, ar d deliver her to her 
relations. Welford chearfully agreed to 
his friend's entreaty, who ſet out with het 
Ax in a few days, e by his ſiſter, 


| "Mr 88 "Aſton was highly pleaſed to 
Bare a place which ſhe ſo much deteſt- 
ed; but her papa and mama conſented 
with great reluctance to her departure, 
being apprehenſive that Rivers would lie 
An wait for her, and ſeize every opporto· 
'B wy © to ſee her alone. | 


* "ow 
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1 befote _ 33 was ; fix'd; Mr. Free: 
mer ſent to let them know, that he was 
upon the. return to Kent, and ſhould ſtay 
about a week in town: they obliged their 
daughter therefore to promiſe that ſhe 
would meet him with her brother, and 


* 


come en with bim to e 


Wan Miſs Al and Miſs Peterſon 
Ine employed in raking leave of their 
neighbours, Charlotte and Welford had a 
good deal of time to themſelves. As they 
were ſitting one afternoon under a large 
tree in the park, and talking over paſt oc- 
curterices, Charlotte, having prattled with 
unuſual fluency, ſtopped on a ſudden, and 
told him ſhe had exhauſted her ſpirits to 
Entertain him, and that he owed her ſome- 
thing for the pains ſhe had taken, whether 


the Jed! ſucceeded or not. © I frankly _- 


acknowledge my obligations to you, Ma- 
* dam,“ ſaid he; . but am incapable of 
returning them, as I cannot expreſs my 
'« ſentiments with your eaſe and grateful- 
1 **nefs.” She ſmiled at this gallant an- 
. ', =P 4 1 


Ts 
wer, and replied, © I believe you men 
« think we never ſay nor do any thing 
without expecting a compliment; but 
«© if my chat has really amuſed you, [ 
can put you in a way to give me as 
* much pleaſure with very little trouble. 
I only want to know how you paſt 
* time after you left England: for 

0 ſure that a detail of your adventures 
© muſt be entertaining.“ I am afraid, 
% Madam,” ſaid he, © you will be dif- 
e appointed; but to ſhew you how deſi- 
| *$4rous I am to oblige you, I will begin 

4 A 


66 No 3 I believe, met with 
fewer adventures; I left England full 
of diſcontent, and found not the relief 
expected abroad : Charlotte's image 
s was continually before me, and made 
FI me averſe to the company of all wo- 
2 men. I avoided every place frequented 
* by them, and only viſited the public 
0 gardens in France, when they were 


* moſt ſolitary ; I conttacted no intimacy 
* eb a ſex | * ſo deceitſul, but 
* 988 


„ 

a ſpert my time chiefly in viewing as 
* buildings, &c. worth notice, and in 
« riding, walking, or reading, without at- 
&* taching myſelf to any body. Thus I - 
e went over France and Italy, and thus 
te ſhould have paſſed thro? Flanders, I be- 
« lieve, had not a violent and malignant 
« feyer prevented my intentions: at Bruſ- 
* ſels the houſe I lodged at was, luckily 
« for me, occupied by an Engliſhman, 
« who having met with misfortunes in 
« his own country, had retired to that. 
« place, and ſubliſted by letting out his 
« houſe, and trafficking in a retail-way 
a among the merchants. 


„ Owe of thoſe merchants was his 
« neighbour, and the father of Miſs Pe- 
« terſon, whoſe mother died about three, 
years ago: when I was taken ill, my. 
« diſorder was ſo like her's, that upon my 
« Jandlord's mentioning it to the family, 
« they advis'd him to keep me from a 
<< particular regimen, to which they attri- 
4 buted her death. I followed my land - 
« lord $ preſcriptions, and they were ſo. 


LE „ effiggcious, - 
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& efficacious, that I ſoon diſmiſſed | one of of 


« my doctors, and was in a ſhort. time 


<« able to quit my chamber. But as 1 
6 recover'd my ſtrength very Nowly, the 
& « friendly Mr, Peterſon would often 
* Tome to Amuſe me, and inſiſted on. my 

« going to ſee him as often. He was a 
© a, very entertaining companion, and 1 
„ receiy'd a. great deal of pleaſure from 
his acquaintance. Tho' his daughter 
Maria "had" many perſonal charms, L 


only paid her the civilities that are due 
to her ſex. Her father made her ſit fre- 


„ quetitly with us and join in the cone, 
< verſation; but ſhe was Nes b. BBS and 

* timorous to be agreeable, tho. I could 
«not help allowing her to be handſome. 
ec” "Beauty, Madam, alone can never pleaſe. 


128 me long: I have a mind as well as an 
«Ce eye; and the latter is ſoon atishied, 


8 "when there is nothing to gratify the. 
former. T here was ſomething, i in. Ma- 
ria, which made her appear lifeleſs and 
inſipid to me; but her indulgent fa- 
« ther thought ſhe was all · perfection, and, 
od having heard from 1 Engliſh gen- 


«« tlemen 
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te tlemen that I was heir to a large eſtate, 
<« frankly offered me his daughter with 
4 half his fortune down, and the remain- 
« der at his death. I was ſhock'd at the 
“ ſuddenneſs of his propoſal, but rejected 
* jt as politely as I could: not but that it 
© vexed me to defeat his generous de- 
_ & ſigns. He appear'd both grieved and 

“ ſurprized at my behaviour; he told me 
„ that he lov'd me as tenderly as if I had 
« been his own ſon ; and could not have 
6 expected fo abrupt a refuſal ; that he 
i always intended his daughter ſhould let- 
e tle in England, and had not ſeen a man, 
e till he met with me, on whom he could 
« ſafely rely. I was really ſorry for his 
« diſappointment; for he was a worthy 
% man: but I had not the'ſmalleſt re- 
„ gard for his Maria, and told him I had 
no intention to marty :* he blamed me 
for ſaying ſo; and affured'me thar if 
«'a man found 15 amiable and virtuous 
« woman, who was capable of loving 
« fondly, no ſtate was equal to the ma- 
e trimonial one. I then was going to 
& * take leave of him in order to purſue my 
2 F 6 . route, 


« 
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= route, but he infiſted on my ſpending 


the winter months with him. I con- 
ſented, after much importunity, and he 
omitted nothing that could make Bruſ- 
ſels agreeable to me: the fair Maria 
alſo redoubled her diligence to pleaſe 


me, and ſeem d not to be offended at 
my refuſing her. Things were in this 


ſituation when the arrival of Mr. Aſton 
with a friend of Mr. Peterſon” 8, and 


Mr. Peterſon's illneſs made a great 
change in our affairs. He often aſſured 
us that he ſhould never recover, but we 


endeavoured to divert his melancholy, 


leſt it ſhould retard his cure. One 


30 


« 
44 
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day as I was fitting by his bedſide, he 


_ hold of my hand, and ſaid, „Wel- 


ford, I love you ; and with you had 


loved my daughter ; but inclination will 


never be forc'd. I have now only one 


requeſt to make, and I think you can- 
not deny me. The news you have re- 
ceiv'd of your father's death will, 1 
know, haſten your departure to Eng- 
land. England is my native country, 


„ Cal 
« chuſe ſhe ſhould ſettle there; for there 
4 ſhe has relations both on . my. ſide and 
„% her mother's, to whom I will ſend her: 
« But who can I ſo properly truſt her 
with as you? Don't be ſurpriz'd, Sirs 
« I aſk you not to marry her; you may 
« behave to her as a brother and a friend. 
« The man who is inſenſible to her beau- 
« ty will not injure it himſelf; and the 
| 4 man who has honour will take care that 
« no body elſe ſhall. Grant me there» 
„ fore, dear Welford, this laſt, this only 
« favour; and ſee my girl ſafe among 
« her friends and relations.” He ſtop'd 
<« here—l was too much affected for ſome 
« moments to anſwer him. When I was 
able to ſpeak I aſſured him I would take 
% his daughter and her fortune under my 
« care, till I delivered both to her relations; 
« witha particular requeſt that I might ſee 
« her wedded to a man very deſerving of 
«© her. I have ſo far fulfill'd my friend's 
« requeſt as to bring her to England, and 
« wiſh ſhe may be diſpoſed to favour the 
« addreſs of Mr. Afton, for whom I have 
* * preſſiogly ** becauſe 1 © ki 

«6 


L 

20 Kis r but in Vin Sbe only an- 
& fers me with fighs, which give me no 
« fmall concern, as TI think ſhe can never 
de place her affections on à worthier ob- 

. ject. 1 have received many proofs of 
de che goodneſs of his diſpoſition, ever 
« fince our firſt acquaintance. When I un- 
«* fortunately broke my arm at Boulogne, 
* he 'attended me with uncommon ten- 
4 derneſs, and tried to alleviate, my pains 
0 by every method in his power: and tis 
*to him 1 am particularly indebted for 
the ſatisfaction I at preſent enjoy in 
* your company. Here, Madam, I muſt 
kloſe the relation of my adventures, 
Macy 5 has, I am afraid, been very dry 

* and unentertaining. Not at all, 
Sir,“ {aid Charlotte, * it has leaſed 
«'me greatly ; 3 tho' I believe you are the 
«firſt young gentleman, to whoſe care a 
fine young girl of fortune was entruſt- 
ed, in the manner you have deſcribed, 
But I muſt aſk two or three ebene 
„Did not the affiduities of the pre 
Maria; did not the cloſer gtd 
. W 3 your) journey, make 


an 
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ec an alteration of your ſentiments in | her 
« favour ? Did you not diſcover charms 
ze in her till then unknown?” „ No, 
« Madam, upon my word,” replied he, 
am as indifferent as I was at firſt ; 
c nay, rather more ſo.” * And do you 
5 really think you ſhall {be ſo indifferent 
“ about every woman?“ ſaid ſne. If 
« Miſs Byerſley was unmarried and faith- 
“ ful, how happy ſhould I be with her!” 
ſaid he. Will no other woman make 
you happy but the only woman you 
„ can never marry?” ſaid ſhe. I am 
* not certain of that, Madam,” faid he; 
* time and— Here he paus'd, and fix'd 
his eyes tenderly on Charlotte, who caſt 
hers down, impatiently expecting him to 
finiſh ſo intereſting a ſpeech, when the ar- 
rival of Miſs Aſton and Miſs Peterſon 


prevented her from enjoying fo ſweet a 
ſatisfaction. | 


The Exp of the Third Book, 
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CHIT CHAT, &c. 


EVER was A Hl a more on 
-ing interruption : neyer was Char- 
lotte more diſconcerted and diſpleaſed: 
but Miſs Aſton was too much taken up 
with giving an account of the ridiculous 
creatures ſhe had been viſiting, in her live- 
ly and. ſatirical manner, to perceive her 
confuſion : the gentle Maria indeed diſco- 
ver'd it, and aſk'd her if ſhe was .indif- 
pos d. Upon which Welford ſtarted, as 
it were, from a profound revery, and 
aſked the fame queſtion with ſo much ap- 

| * 


Lam 
parent concern, that ſhe did her utmoſt 
to recover her uſual ſerenity. 


Tur next day Mr. Afton accompanied 
the two ladies to London, but Miſs Peter- 
fon could not leave Welford without ſhew- 
ing a great deal of uneaſineſs. When they 
were gone, Charlotte exerted all the arts 
of pleaſing, in order to fix the man who 
ſeem'd to entertain ſuch favourable thoughts 
of her: and wiſh'd impatiently that he 
would make a declaration of them, that 
ſhe might quit a diſguiſe which grew trou- 
bleſome to her. During this irkſome ſuſ- 
penſe ſhe heard, to her great aftoniſhment, 
one morning as ſoon as the roſe, that 
Welford ſet out very early for London. 
She could ſcarce believe her ſervant, (who 
brought the news when ſhe came to dreſs 
Her) as ſhe had ſpent the preceding even- 
ing with him, and did not recolle& the 
leaſt hint of fo ſudden a departure. She 
had indeed obſeryed that he was particu- 


Rely thoughtful before he retired, but flat- 


er d herſelf that aroſe from his egit for 
— How bitter then muſt have been 
. g 5 her 


ng) 


ter diſappointment! In ſhort, © ſhe never 
had ſo mean an opinion of herſelf before, 
and was quite enrag'd againſt all man- 
kind: yet ſhe long'd to Know the reaſon 
of this ſecond abrupt departure, and flat- 
ter'd herſelf with hopes that Mr. Aſton 
might be able to inform her, tho' ſhe 


could not imagine why ſhe was not en- 


truſted with it. She haſten'd to break- 
faſt, and Mr. Aſton thus accoſted her * 
1 I ſee Madam, that you are ſurpriz'd' at 
6 not finding Mr. Welford here: he told 
$ me laſt night, after you had left us, 
1. that he had receiv'd a letter which 
be would oblige him to leave Aſton- park 
* very early this morning, made a thou- 
„ ſand apologies for going away ſo ſud⸗ 
de denly, and invited me and all my fa- 
“ mily to his ſeat in Lorkſhire: as he 


did not mention your name, I thought 


you was inform' d of his intentions.“ Char- 
lotte was ſo exceſſively ſhock'd- at being 
thus a ſecond time abandon'd by Welford. 


that ſhe knew not what anſwer to make. She 


therefore framed ſome trifling excuſe to 
leave the room, that her confuſion might 


—4 | | not 
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yr be obſery'd. From that moment all 
the uneaſineſs ſhe had ſo long experienc'd, 
and which was only ſuſpended while the 
chief cauſer of it was at Aſton- park, re- 

turned with double force. Yer, in ſpite 
of all his unkindneſs, ſhe endeavour'd to 
palliate his conduct. Has he again been 
« deceived,” faid ſhe, © with regard to 
4 me? And is there another Arabella 
to make me completely wretched ? But 
Why ſhould I take pains to vindicate 
% him? Perhaps he has only invented 4 
«- plauſible ſtory, the better to conceal) 
his falſhood. | Yet, why ſhould he a 
in ſuch a clandeſtine manner? He cer 
1 alteration in my perſon, and finding me 
« ſtill fond of him, had a mind to dive 

* himſelf . a: py Expanite.” | 


aus did poor Charlous argue wick 


| herſelf, but all the efforts ſhe us d to te- 


ſume her former tranquillity were fruitleſs, 
The country became hateful to her, and 
the wiſhed for nothing but a handſome 
opportunity to return to town, in order 


1 1 
to enjoy the converſation of Mrs. Ramſi 
den, from whom alone ſhe expected any 
comfort or | ſociety. But ſhe could not 
genteelly leave Mrs. Aſton till the arrival 
of her daughter; nor could ſhe afterwards 
prevail on the good lady to part with her. 
« You have always. promiſed,” ſaid ſhe 
to her, to be preſent at my daugh- 
« ter's' marriage, and I have too good an 
e opinion. of you to think chat you will 

+ break your word. Flt PAN | 


 CuarLoTTE conſented to ſtay. Her 
politeneſs would not ſuffer her to refuſe 
the requeſt of a lady, for whom ſne had a 


real eſteem; as ſhe had been moſt oblig- 


ingly treated by her, from the firſt mo- 
ment of their acquaintance. 


4 a few Jays Miſs. Afton, attended by 
Ws brother and Mr. Freemer, arriv'd 
ſafe ; but, to the great ſurprize of her fa- 
ther and mother, in a ſtage-coach, as ſhe 
went to town'in their own, which was or- 
der d to wait on her during her ſtay there, 
The nee the axle · tree had * 55 
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the road, and obliged them all to take up 
with an inn, while ſome workmen were 
employ'd; to repair it. But when the 
workmen told them it cauld not be done 
in haſte; young Aſton prevailed on his 
ſiſter to be con veyed in this odious vehicle 
{ſo ſhe call'd it) which happen'd luckily 
to. ſtop at that time, and which only con- 
taimd a lady and her maid : ſhe made 1 
number of complaints at the aukwardneſs 
of it, and declared ſhe. never was in ſo ter- 
rible a ſituation before. But Mr. and Mrs. 
Aſton, who had none of their daughter's 

_ afrs,”rejoiced exceedingly at her return, 
and highly commended: their ſon for being 
fo expeditious” 1% Lord, Sir," cried ſhe 
to her father; & you can't conceive how 
I was ſhock'd at getting inte the filthy 
1 Dan, for fear any body ſhould know 
a me; and Fdurſt not ente put my head 
4e but of the 8 00 7 7 Was ſtifled 
be Wilk heat, ſeſt any my acquaĩntance 
54 Thoukd ſee me in 4 miſerable! a' plight 
10 on the road: 4 "and then loch company, 
- WOL uld ya! nad only 
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« maid, I ſuppoſe ; tho" nobody would 
« think ſhe could have afforded to keep 
% one. Such faces and ſuch ſmells—' 
«4 fogh—what a ſurfeit I am ſure I was 
«almoſt poiſon'd with them?” „ Fiet 
® ſiſter,” ſaid young Aſton ; how can 
« you be ſo ſevere on the poor creature, - 
“ who was, I dare ſay, in very great dif- 
«© treſs.': 4 Yes, yes, ſo it ſeems,” cried 
ſhe ; or elſe I fancy Mr. Freemer would 
not have paid for her paſſage.” * Paid 
« for her paſfage, ſaid Mrs. Afton ; * ſhe 
« muſt, indeed, have been in great diſ- 
« treſs to accept of ſuch a favour from a 
4 ſtranger.” < Oh } you may be ſure,“ 
ſaid Miſs, with an arch leer, © ſhe is ſome 
female adventurer, and Mr. Freemer, 
or ; Petflap s, may not be ſuch a ſtranger to 
« her.” © Indeed, Miſs Aſton,” replied 
Mr. Freemer, I never beheld the un- 
happy lady before, and ' ſhe really be- 


„ hav'd herfelf fo handſomely that I was 


ham d r6offer 'my* affiſtance, till ! 
«jaw the coachman would not be ſatis- 
«fied without his fare; and found (in 
605 ſpite of all her efforts to conceal her 


1 5 | 1 e 
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« poverty) that ſhe had not money. « e- 


e nough to pay it. Miſs Aſton return'd 


* no other anſwer to this ſpeech, but 
Ay, ay; I love vaſtly to ſee men 


«. compaſſionate,” and winked at Char- 
lotte, who deſired him to relate the whole 


Ar. 5 


= When we entered the coach, 4 Ma- 


dam,“ ſaid he, © the lady who has fo 
« much offended Miſs Aſton's delicacy, 
„ behav'd quite like a perſon who had 
« been us'd to company, and only ſeem'd 
<<. oppreſs'd with illneſs and fatigue. When 
« the coach ſtop's, ſhe took her leave 
very politely, but was ſcarcely got from 
„ the door when the coachman gave her 


very foul language, and inſiſted on her 


* paying him diredtly. Mr. Afton and 


# «. by ſo much rudeneſs ? He bluntly : an- 

« ſwer d, that he would not ſtir without 
« his, caſh, The. lady then approach'd 
„ with a good deal of confuſion and 


4 thus addreſſed us: I am ſorry and 


_— mean 


1 . gentlemen, to appear in ſo 
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mean A light to you; but 1 * fay 
„ you will pity me when you know 
« how unluckily 1 am circumſtanc'd. I 
« was taken very ill ſoon after 1 ſet out 
« from London, and have been obliged 
« to ſpend more upon the road than I 
intended. I would fain . perſuade. the 
e coachman to truſt me till Ireceive a ſup- i 
« ply from thence ; but he is obſtinate, 
« and only anſwers with ſcurrility.” "cy 
« was concern'd to ſee a woman, .who 
% ſeem'd far above the common rank, ſo 
« much embarcaſs'd,. and begg'd ſhe, 
© would accept of E trifle to ſile the 
« coachman : ſhe receiv'd it wich a mo- 
6 deſt reluctance, expreſs d a thouſand ac- 
„ knowledgments, and deſir d to know 
4 « where I lived, that ſhe might | grate- 
« fully repay me. She then dropt a gen- 
« teel court'ſy, aud took her leave a ſe- 
«* cond time. This is the true ſtate of 
alt the affair.” Pray, Sir,” ſaid Charlotte, 
d don't you know whither ſhe was going; 
d for I ſuppoſe ſhe did not think of re- 
“ maining at the inn?“ “ No really, 
Madam,“ ſaid he; © we inquir'd of 
Tok Ik G the 
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„ the coachman, but he could only in- 
6c form us, that ſhe was enter'd in the 
book by the name of Gaſton.” © 1 
r pity her extremely,” ſaid Mrs. Aſton; 


3 « ſhe certainly muſt want farther aſliſt- 
“ ance. I will ſend after her, if you think 
« it proper?“ That ſhall be my care, 
5 Madam, with your leave, ſaid Char- 
il lotte, who was always diſpos'd to cad 
the unfortunate. 


|  Cnantorr then ſtept out of the room, 

| inclog'd five guineas in a paper, with a 

\ _ written apology for the liberty ſhe took, 

[ and order'd the maid to aſk at the inn for 

Mrs. Gaſton, and to make all the i inqui- 
ries ſhe could about her. 


As . as ſhe had diſparch'd her ſer- 
vant, ſhe return'd to her friends, hoping 
to learn ſome tidings of young Aſton» 
from Welford ; ſuppoſing he muſt have 
ſeen, or at leaſt heard of him. Juſt when ſhe 
re-entered the room, he was telling his fa- 
ther how much he was ſurpriz'd one morn- 


j ing in town to ſee Welford, who ſaid he had 1 
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been obliged to leave Kent abruptly, on 
the receipt of a letter; and talk'd of ſet- 
ting out in a few weeks for Yorkſhire. 


| CnantorTe? s doubts about. her lover 
' were rather increas'd than leſſen'd, by. 
young Aſton's account of him: ſhe knew. 
not what to think of his behaviour. Some- 
times ſhe fancied that he was really in 
love with Maria, and that he went to, 
town merely for the ſake of her company 
but that ſurmiſe ſoon vaniſhed, when 
ſhe recollected how earneſtly he had de- 
clar'd that he wanted her to favour his 
friend's addreſſes. She longed to afk a 
thouſand queſtions, but ſuppreſſed her cu- 
rioſity, leſt it ſhould be taken notice of; 
| and contented herſelf with inquiring after 
Miſs Peterſon: young Aſton told her he 
had deliver'd her ſafe to Mrs. Deacon, a 
ſiſter of her father's, and a very agreeable 
woman, who receiy'd her with great af- 
fection. 

CnaklorrzE began to fancy, by. young. 
Aſton' $ chearfulneſs, that he too had been, 


We kindly 
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ki ndly receiv'd by Mrs. Deacon; but durſt 
not ſay ſo, as ſhe had never heard of his 
inclination for Miſs Peterſon; but from 
Welford, whoſe whole conduct was ſo en- 
igmarical, that the more ſhe ſtrove to un- 


riddle it, the more ſhe was perplexed : 
e found, however, by the converſation 


of that gentleman and his ſiſter, that they 
had often met him at Mrs. Deacon's, and 
that he had waited on them to Ranelagh, 
Vauxhall, and other public places. When 


He inquir'd after Mrs. Ramſden, the giddy 
Miſs Aſton waked out of the lethargy 


- ſhe had ſeemingly fallen into, on being 
ſnubb'd about Mrs. Gaſton, and cried, 
Lord, Charlotte] what has my ſtupid 
„% head been thinking of? I forgor to 
tell you that Maria is Mrs. Ramfden's 
« ſiſter.” © Her fiſter ? ſaid Charlotte. 
Aye, child,“ replied Miſs Afton ; „ ſhe 
„ had a'mother in Flanders, people fay, 
* ho married Maria's father twenty years 
<« ago; but the girl did not know how 
& to find her, by that name, as you know 


« ſhe has but lately taken it. She only 


& told her aunt — ſhe had a ſiſter i in 
« town» 
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town, one Mrs, Bootle, to whom her 
« father intended to ſend her, if ſhe her- 
« ſelf had not been alive. Mrs. Deacon 
« mention*d this. circumſtance to me, and 
I immediately went with them both to 
e ſee her; but ſhe was gone out of town 


“for a week or ten days, with old Ramſ- - 


&« den, and Frankly and his wife.“ Did 
« Mr. Welford go with you?“ ſaid Char- 
lotte eagerly. “ No, child,” cried, Mits 
Aſton ;, we ſeldom were viſited by him; 
« but meckinks, my dear,” continued ſhe, 
with an arch look, you are very inqui- 
66. ſitive about this ſame Welford; but 
« take my word for it, Charlotte, it is 
* not worth while; for I poſitively think, 
+ entre: nous, that he is more inſenſible 
than Freemer.“ This laſt ſentence was 
utter'd in a ſort of whiſper ; but Freemer, 
bavipg excellent ears, priek'd them up at 
the word inſenſible, took hold of both her 
hands, and looking fondly at her, ſaid, 
« What am I, Miſs Aſton ?”* „I ſhan't 
<< tell you, indeed,” replied ſhe, ſomewhat 
fiercely. *+ Well, well,” ſaid he, © as 
7 Jong: a8 J am * e gf your con- 
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E . I ſhall make myſelf eaſy. ” It 


was lucky for poor Charlotte that he in- 


terrupted the courſe of Miſs Aſton's rail- 


lery ; for he gave her an opportunity to 
hide the confuſion it had occaſion'd, by 


retiring to her own chamber: there ſhe 


revolved in her mind the various things 


. ſhe heard; Maria's near relationſhip to 
Mrs. Ramſden and Mrs. Frankly, fill'd 


— . 
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her with ſurprize; but it alſo gave her 
joy, as ſhe hoped, by the aſſiſtance of thoſe 
friends to hear of Welford, with whom 


they would, in all probablity, become ac- 


quainted, becauſe he had in ſome mea- 
ſure the care of Miſs Peterſon's affairs, 
and could not avoid ſeeing her, when in 
town, out of civility at leaſt, if not out 
of inclination.” | 


Arzu ſhe had amuſed herſelf a few 
"Miguees with theſe reflections, ſhe ſent 


a full account of what had paſt ro Mrs. 
den, without any reſerve, as ſhe was 
thoroughly convinc'd of her fidelity. When 
The had finiſh'd her letter, her ſervant re- 
d from Mrs. Gallon, whom ſhe found 


\.. 
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at a farm-houſe in the neighbourhood. 
4 She was much indiſpoſed, Madam,” 
ſaid the ſervant, * and to all appearance, 
greatly aſtoniſh'd at the ſight of your 
« note; and when ſhe receiv'd it, ſhe aſk d 
« in a trembling voice from whom 1 
« came. I was coming away without tel- 
ling her, but ſhe preſs'd me ſo much 

e that I ſaid, Miſs Egerton. What, 
« Charlotte Egerton?“ cried ſhe haſtily. 
„ Yes, Madam,” faid I. © I thought 


KF ſo,” replied ſhe : © pray tell your lady, 


that I am not unknown to her, and that 

I beg ſhe would add to the favours ſhe 

has already Confer e on me, by calling 
te on me to-morrow." | 


abs curioſity was very much 


excited by this meſſage from Mrs. Gafton, 


as ſhe could not recolle& any perſon with 
that name, or in thoſe circnmftances. She 
ſet out therefore on the next morning for 
the farm-houſe, attended by her maid, 


and was immediately conducted into a Jit- - + 


tle room there, and beheld in the objeX 
of her charity, her once-loy'd Arabella. of 
G + | | Lavy Li, - 
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Ln Ties 1 to ri and 
bid. Pardon the liberty I have taken 


with yon, Miſs Egerton: after negle&- 
| 66 ing you-fo long, I have met with a va- 


_ 44. which you muſt have heard of, and 


have often wiſh'd to meet with you 


again; but I deſpair'd of that ſatisfac · 
tion, till your generous preſent. came 
„ to,my unexpetting hands,” 1 con- 
4 feſs,” faid Charlotte, * 1 little thought, 


<« when I came out, of meeting with lady 
<< Tiers; but I am ſo far from being 
« difpleas'd. at your ſending for me, that 


en aſſure you there is nothing I more 
e earneſtly deſired than an opportunity 
« of converſing with you. I ſhall be till 


more pleaſed if it is in my power to be 


* * LEY 


« ſerviceable to you; but believe me, I 
am quite ignorant of your affairs.“ 


1 You ſhall not be long ſo then” replied 
her ladyſhip, (who ſecretly rejoyced that | 
Charlotte knew nothing of her irregular 


conduct, and put the beſt face upon the 
Df matter, by in her "FF: plauſibly. ) 


Oh 
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4 Ob! my dear Charlone, is — My 
« be-allaw'd to uſe: that friendly appell - 
tion, I was net abways,: you kapw, the 
poor Creature I now am: fortune once 
« ſmihd on me; but a baſty martiage has 
«. brought mo to this miſerable ſtase: haw- 
ever we are all liable to be deceiv'd. — 
I have. been moſt grofgly ſo. Sir Fran” 
eis, who appear'd to be a man of cha- 
racter and fortune, was in reality no 
« better than a ſharper, and over head 
s and ears in debt. In vain did I remen- 
* ſtrate to him daily, that we-ſhoyld be 
« inevitably ruin'd if he continued to live 
“at ſo wild a rate, and urge him to re- 
« reench his extravagancies > he. only up- 
t braided: me for, my. prudent advice, and 
told mei 1 grudged him. neceffaries. Im 
« this. manner, did we juſt make a ſhift 
« to, ſubſit, till about a month ago, .Þ 


65 heard one morning, when 1 roſe. that ; 1 


« Sir. Francis had not been at home alt 

d * night 5 and ſoon after wards, to my 
« * goat aſtoniſhment, ſay the. houſe fill'd 

* .with officers, who came. to ſeize every 
« * ching to fatisfy his creditors. I could 
8 5 — 6 


1 230 * 


4 3 them. They ranſack'd every 
hole and corner, and only left me my 


wearing apparel, and a few trinkets of 
no value; for Sir Francis had carried 
* 6F- alt my jewels of conſequence to 
9 rance, as one of his ſervants inform'd 


me. Tis impoſſible to paint my diſ- 


. rreſs, which was greatly aggravated by 
this diſcovery, this ſhocking diſcovery. 
I was obliged to move; but knew not 
here to go: at laſt, my maid recom- 
* mended me to an acquaintance of hers 


bow who had lodgings to let: to her I re- 


tir'd; and in a little time found out 


the ſymptoms of a diſeaſe which I be- 


4 ſieve will ſoon put an end to my life- 


To heighten the miſery 1 endured, my 


© maid left me abruptly: then I was very 
much reduced; for I had two enemies 


£ ” to ſtruggle with, fickneſs and poverty ; 


*.and I muſt have ſunk under their unit- 


- ed attacks, had not this girl, (pointing 
to her ſervant) this truly humane girl, 


* who was hired by the people of the 


ve ng _ to wa on me, IT, reliev'd 


( me: 


l G. 2, << 


. 


we 
* * 


RV 
% me: ſhe told me ſhe Nas is 
the country with whom I might board 


cheap, if 1 could bear the fatigue of 


* travelling, till my affairs were ſettled. 
& I follow'd her advice, and ſecur'd pla- 
2 ave. the ſtage, but, being taken ill 
upon the road, was forc'd to ſpend all 
60 —— little ſtock; ſo that when I came to 
<« the inn, I was in a terrible dilemma; 
« for the coachman was clamorous for his 
fare, and would have groſsly abuſed 
% me, had not a gentleman, perfectly un- 
« known to me, generouſly interpoſed and 
ent me enough to _ the brute” S- 


42 0000. 


„en 3 * ladyſhip,, 
by ſaying, * Had you then not one friend 
« left ?. Would no body compaſſionate; 
« your, ficuation, and furniſh you with 
« a ſum ſufficient to prevent ſuch diſ 
« couraging ſnifts? Not one, re- 


4 plied her ladyſhip: © I once indeed, 
thought of applying to you, having 


u heard of the addition to your fortune; 
but was entirely at a loſs where to find 
he * are af- 


1 
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* ter behaving fo unhandſomely to you, 


_ to ſollicit your charity. Nor ſhould 1 


+ have ventur'd now, had I not received 
« your note, which convinced me that you 


nere the fame. benevolent and generous 
4 creature I ever knew you.“ Indeed, 


«lady Tiers,” faid Charlotte, < you have 
* us'd me unkindly, but well talk of that 
< hereafter : at preſent I ſhould be glad 
to know how you intend to diſpoſe of 
« yourſelf, You cannot ſubſiſt any where 


without money; beſides, you have a 

daughter who demands your tendereſt 
protection. Lady 
in the leaſt imagine that Charlotte had 


Tiers, who did not 


any knowledge of the child, was very much 
conſuſed; and concluding that all her 


- failings were detected, ſhe reſolved to play 
| — the hypocrite no longer, but to make a 
friend of Charlotte, by dealing ingenuouly 


with her; ſhe therefore anſwer'd, < Why, 


7 J confeſs, I have been too negligent of | 


« the poor lictle wretch 5 but it was ne- 
« yer in my power to take care of it, as” 


„ I ought.” Not in your power“ ſaid 


Charlotte, could you not afford ſo 


18 rrifling a ſum as alt a crown a werk 


4 | cc for 
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« for its: maintenance? Yau might, at 
« leaſt, have enquir'd after its health; 1 
don't believe you know: whether tis 
dead or alive. H I don't,” replied 
my lady reddening "with. ſhame' and vex- 
ation, (can you inform me? Oh, Char- 
lotte! Charlotte ! in kow odious a light 
do you make me appear? Do, pity 
my failings; and, if you can, forgive 
« me.“ I can forgive you, lady Tiers,“ 
faid Charlotte and tho you have in- 
« jured me, I fear beyond reparation, 1 
«. will be your friend.” She then told 
her in what manner ſhe had found out 
her child, and taken care of it. I cans 
not,“ ſaid: ſhe, behold either you or 
« the little innocent in diſtreſs, while F 
« am capable of relieving you; let me 


e only know where you would chuſe to 


&* live till Sir Francis returns, and I wilt. 
© furniſh you with means to live com- 
« fortably. “Thou beſt of creatuces, 

anſwer'd lady Tiers, how undeſerving 
„ am I of this goodneſs !** Mention 
4 no more of thai,” ſaid Charlotte; but 


. take time to conſide n what place will be 


+: moſt agreeable to you. - I have no 
. choice,” 
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, choice,“ aid ſhe 3 my ill health will 
not ſuffer me to enjoy your favours 
8 long any where.“ ++ Your health, in- 
, deed,“ ſaid Charlotte, ought to be 

c conſulted, and one place may be more 

66 ſalutary than anotber; what think you 
<'of a journey to Bath? But firſt take 
< the opinion of a phyfician.” „ am 
« well aſſured, “ replied lady Tiers, « that 
% 4 Bath journey will do one good, if any 
_ «thing will; but how can I bear to think 
& of living at your expence? What 
thanks are due to ſuch boundleſs gene- 
* roſity? * Say no more,” ſaid Char- 

Jotte on that ſubject; you owe me no 
«> thanks: I am angry with you notwith- 
4 ſtanding, and am going to chide you; 
46 promiſe me, however, before I begin, to 
«anſwer two or three queſtions with the 
« utmoſt fincerity. „ „I will, by all 
ae that's ſacred, ſaid my lady.” | Did 
„ you, then,” ſaid Charlotte, ever try to 
*. make a breach between me and Welford ? 
„ Did you ever tell him I hated him, 
and deſired to ſee him no more?“ 41 

* Si ” faid my Tiers; ; 90 made uſe of 


tur! DE 
« every art I was miſtreſs of to ſeparate 
« you. My arts ſucceeded, and I am now 
4 ſorry they did, and beg your pardon.” 
« You have it,” ſaid Charlotte, ſighing; 


« but now lay aſide all reſerve, and tell what 
« reaſons you had for acting ſo 'baſely ?? 


Any woman, but lady Tiers, would have 
been exceedingly ſhock'd and concern'd, 
at being thus catechiz'd by one ſo every 


way her ſuperior ; but ſhe who dreaded | 


nothing ſo -much as poverty, and cared 
not how: ſhe came by money to gratify 
her expenſive taſte, was ſo elated ' with 
Charlotte's offer to provide for her, that 
ſhe reſumed all her former rattling gaiety, 
and cried; “ Would any body in the 
« world. but your ſelf aſk ſo odd a queſ- 
« tion?” „ You may be ſure 1 took 
% pains to get him for my ſelf.” « But 

your ſchemes were fruſtrated,” faid 


Charlotte. They were,” ſaid my lady ; 3 
« becauſe the fellow went abroad, and 


« Pye never ſeen him ſince. ? „ Did 
« you like him,” ſaid Charlotte 2” «Like 


6 him,” replied my lady; © aye, I think 


« I did; but I. was aQuated: by reſent- 


* ment 
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ment mare than; inclination : you are 
e <. jntitlef to ſincarity, and mall know the 
6 ſecret ſprings of my conduct. You had: 
« if you remember, juſt deprived me of 
% Read; I. Vas thereupon very much 


« Piqued. and tried to divert Welford's Nh 
attention frem you. For, whatever you WP 
4 may imagine, my dear Charlotte, no 8 11 
1 Woman breathing. can bear to have a h 


7 lover taken from her, without endea- 
vouring to make repriſah. * But] 
; « Jas. altogether, innocent, ſaid Char- 
lotte; «for inſtead of uſing methods to 
gain Read's attention, F gave him as 
« 2 orzunirise as L could of ſpeak - 
Engage Very true, faid my 
lady ; - «© but if zou was not in love with 
1 kim, he was with you, and that provo- 
& Cation Was enough for me beſides, 
« EN was a much prettier fellow.“ 
very fine reaſon; you give for your 
xchavipur. E/ muſt conſeſs, . faid Char- 
— >** but. 1 forgive you-hearvily,” f 
u would have me think that I am 
40 as heartily forgiven, pray let me kriow 
% how our amdurs ſtand at prefent,” 
nom ſaid 
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ſaid lady Tiers; „ and who has ſueceed- 
ed this firſt favourite, who, by the way, 
« was too credulous.” Charlotte not be- 
ing able to hear Welford blamed, patient- 
ly, by every body, eſpecially by one who 
had fo groſsly miſled him, nor willing to 
put a freſh confidence in her, return'd a 
light anfwer, and took her leave; telling 
her the would call again the next day. 


Labr Tiers, being furniſh'd in about 

a week afterwards with money to defray 

her expences, ſet out from London, in or- 
der to prepare for the Bath; having firſt 
accompanied Charlotte in Mr. Aſton's 
coach to ſee her little daughter, who 
throve extremely under the care of her 
new nurſe. 585 | 


Mas. Afton, who was of a benevolent 
diſpoſition, often inquired after the pre- 
tended Mrs. Gaſton before ſhe went ; Mrs. 
Freemer too was not leſs inquiſitive. Both 
wanted to know her real ſituation, and were 
deſirous to contribute to her relief: but 


on, not N to expoſe lady Tiers, 
| whom 
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Ned ſincerely, in ſpite © of the 


Seng BOM" received? from hed?” onl 


told them ſhe was an old acquaintance 
who had been once in proſperous circum. 


ſtances, but was reduc'd to difficulties by th, 


extravagance of a huſband : adding, that 
the would give her aſſiſtance, during her 


ſtay in that part of the country; but that 
her affairs could not be decently commu - 


nicated. As for Miſs: Aſton, ſhe was too 
giddy to reflect much, and never troubled 


her head about creatures who are mean 


enough to travel in ſtage-coaches : ſhe 
therefore never inquired after the unhappy 
ſtranger : ſhe hardly thought of any thing 


but the method ſhe ſhould make uſe of 


to gain the aſcendant over a man whom 
ſhe had promiſed in a ſhort time to obey: 
Some unfaſhionable ladies may, perhaps, 
imagine that gentleneſs and affability are 
the beſt lures to gain, and the beſt traps 
to keep the affections of a huſband : but 
the gay, the careleſs Miſs Aſton deſpiſed 
ſuch lures and ſuch traps; deeming it 
beneath a woman of birth, beauty, for- 


rune and fire to ſubmit to ſuch poor arti- 
| | fices. 


L 

fices. No, ſhe was determin'd, as her 
friends had in ſome meaſure compelled 
her to marry a man ſhe did not care a far- 
thing for, to throw off all reſtraint on the 
wedding-day, and to govern afterwards in 
an arbitrary manner. Great preparations 
were making for that day, while Mr. Free- 
mer redoubled his aſſiduities, and thought 
of nothing but to make her happy; not 
without flattering himſelf that he ſhould, 
by his tenderneſs after marriage, prevail 
on her to get the better of thoſe foibles 
which prevented her beauties from appear- 
ing dans tout leur jour. 


Ar length the appointed day arrived 
on which they were to be united for ever: 
the ceremony was as private as it could 
be: ſhe would fain have perſuaded her 
papa and mama, to let it be perform'd in 
the evening, at their own houſe ; declar- 

ing that nothing in the world could be 
more vulgar than a wedding in the face 
of a gaping congregation. But neither 

Mr. nor Mrs. Afton, nor even Mr. Free- 
mer were of her opinion, tho* they did not 


openly 
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openly oppoſe her. Charlotte's ſentiment, 
on the ſuhject were deſired.  She-modeſtly 
ſaid, © I think people of rank and fortune, 
*<- inſtead; of; deſiring to break through 
the laudable.. cuſtoms of their country, 
* ſhould be the firſt to ſet an example : 
“and I think a woman pays her lover a 
proper compliment, when the publickly 


40 prefers. him at the alta. to 4 ben 
„ men in the world.“ 


Erier body but Miſe 8 was . WY 
with Charlotte's reply; which ended the 
diſpute. Never was there a more happy 
day at Aſton- park: all but poor Charlotte 
ſhared in the general joy; for tho' ſhe 
had a heart perfectly form'd to ſympa- 
thize with her friends, and was glad that 
Miſs Aſton ſtood the faireſt chance to be 
happy, becauſe nothing but her whimſi- 
cal temper could probably hinder her from 
being ſo ;; the ſolitarineſs of her own con- 
dition -occaſion'd many reflections which 
would not let her thoroughly enjoy their 
pleaſantry. Not that ſhe wanted te be 
married: for ſhe had rejected offers which 


* 


many of her 8 nay, ſuperiors, would 
have accepted without any heſitation; and 
had ſhe never known Welford, would have⸗- 
perhaps, Choſen a fing'e life: but the la- 

tisfaction ſhe had felt in his company, was 
ſo ſtrongly impreſſed on her memory that 


ſhe would ſometimes ſay to herſelf, '* ſo 
ly i different from all my ſex, as to funey 
er no man agreeable but the man who 
« deſpiſes me? Why am I thus diſpoſed 
«* to make myſelf unhappy; and/why 
* can't I relifh the ſociety of my female 

friends; without longing for any thing 
more? Yet they are all married; even 
« the giddy Miſs Afton, undeſerving, as 
« may perhaps falſely imagine her, has 
*«* fix d on a worthy and agreeable man. 
« Yet why do I envy her? 1 never could 
« have loved Mr. Freemer, if he had 
i © pitch'd upon me. Nobody but Wel- 
' I © ford—Ok! Welford, why do ſtill think 
of you l muſt, 1 will conquer! this. 
Gr CT en 


ſhe could not èraſe it. Why am 1, “?“ 
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moments of privacy, of which ſhe had 
a great many, as Mrs. Aſton was much 
taken up with her new ſon and her daugh- 
ter. She was indeed obliged out of ci. 
vility to be preſent at the viſits Mrs, 
Freemer receiv'd from all the people of 
faſhion in the neighbourhood, upon her 
marriage, and went with her to return 

ſeveral of them at her earneſt requeſt: 
for as ſhe took pains to conceal the diſ. 
quietudes of her heart, her converſation 
was generally admired : it being eaſy and 
modeſt ; chearful but not flighty. One 
family in particular which was diſtantly 
related to Mrs. Aſton, but had not viſit- 
ed the park a great while, made an en- 
tertainment on this occaſion, and invited 


Charlotte among the reſt, as fame had 


ſpoken loudly in her praiſe. She would 
willingly have declined the invitation; but 
Mrs. Freemer told her, no creature on 

earth was ſo proper to cure her of the 
vapours as Sir Poſitive Puff: Mou muſt 


„„ 

go with us indeed, my dear, ſaid ſhe 

« [Il lay my life you will be entertain'd ; 
« however, that you may not be too much 
ce ſurpriz'd, Pl give yon a ſketch. of the 
« Puff Family: Sir Poſitive himſelf is 
« old, gouty, ill-humour'd, obſtinate, and 
« proud; Miſs Deborah, his ſiſter, is a 
« young lady of five and forty, with all 
« the affectation of fiſteen : and ſo intole- 
« rably prudiſh, that ſhe thinks every 
„ man who looks at her has a deſign, 
| © upon her, perſon : and if they ſhould, 
„happen to touch her accidentally, (for 
« I am pretty ſure no body ever thought 
« of doing it on purpoſe) ſhe ſcreams as 
« if ſhe was going to be raviſhed. Sir 
| *© Poſitive has always had the manage- 
« ment of her and her fortune, and has: 


« had the dexterity hitherto to keep her 4: 1 


« from marrying, that the money may 
not go out of the family; tho he has 
“ no child to inherit it. My lady is a poor, 
tame, infipid ſoul, over-aw'd by her 
“ huſband and his ſiſter.“ | 


CHARLOT TE 
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| via ſer out with the Aftons and 
the Freemers to Sir ' Poſitive's manſion. 
houſe, where they found a droll addition 
of odd characters they never expetted, 
Theſe were, juſtice Cramwell, one of Sir 
Poſitive's near relations and neighbour; 
Bead Lavender, who had married his 
daughter, becauſe their eſtates join'd ; and 
a young counſellor, nephew to lady Puff, | 
who came down to autend t the N on 


their circuit. 


Sun Poſitive receiv'd Mr. and Mrs. Free- 
mer with great folemnity : and told them, 
as they had but lately put on the matri. 
- momial ſhackles, he had choſe as proper 

companions for them, Mr. Lavender and 
his wife, who were only in the ſixth month 
of their cohabitation, © Aye, begad,“ 
_ cried the beau, and it ſeems a curſed 
« long while too: Why, how now, 
„ Son Lavender, ſaid Cramwell.; « I 
hope you are not tired of my girl al- 
3 ready ? ? Wounds! there is no metal 
in your London blades ; a good honeſt 
| 2 „ 
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« dog of a ſportſman would a got me a 
« grandſon by this time.” O fie! Mr. 
« Cramwell,” cried Miſs Puff, hiding her 
face with her fan, „how you talk: I won- 
{© der you are not aſham'd !*' ** Aſham'd 
of a f—t,” replied the juſtice ; 3 what 
« ſhould: I be aſham'd on? What a 
« plague d'ye think [| married the girl 
for, but to have an heir to my eſtate, 
< and if I have not one, it won't be her 
fault, as I did not let her ſtay till ſhe 
was an old maid, like her neighbours.” 
This anſwer was ſo directly pointed at 
Miſs Deborah, that it rouſed her anger: 
ſhe made a face half an ell long, fidged in 
her chair, flirted her fan, and was going to 
reply, when Mr. Aſton, fearing ſhe might 
be too ſevere on the juſtice, prevented her, 
by ſaying, ©* You muſt excuſe Mr. Cram- 
« well, Madam; he does not conſider that 
ladies never grow old.“ „Well, well,” 
ſaid he, 1 Low what I ſay, and what 1 
think; but mum for that; 1 wiſh the 
dinner was ready. I am afraid, cou- 
«+ ſin,” ſaid lady Puff, © your ſtomach is 
too early for us to-day : what think you 
„„ - NM * 
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* of a turn or two in the garden 28.4 
dies, are you for walking?“ They 
anſwer'd, By all means: and Sir Po. 
ſitive conducted them from the drawing. 
room to a large parterre, ſurrounded with 
yes and hollies in the ſhapes of birds, 
| beaſts and fiſhes. © FT ſee,” faid young 
. Aﬀeon, you are not come into the mo- 
dern way, Sir Poſitive, of throwing your 


'« beds of flowers into a lawn.“ „ No, 


« Sir,” returned the knight; I am an 
utter enemy to all modern faſhions.” 
„Lord, what a difference there is between 
you and 1,” faid Mrs, Freemer ; * for 
„am quite bewitched to dear, dear fa- 
„ ſhion.”” And ſo am I, Ma'm, let me 
«© die,” cried the beau: Then you are 
% both a couple of fools, I was going to 
66 ſay, N repfled Sir Poſitive; but 1 
beg Mrs. Bride's pardon.” „Pray, Sir,“ 
<< ſaid Mrs. Freemer, are you ſo: very 
0 partial to old faſhions, as to prefer them 
44 to new ones, if you could be convinc'd 
4 of their being preferable ?” But, Sir,” 
| replied the knight, I never can be con- 
1 vine d; I never wasconvinc din my whole 
ee, 
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ee life, and never will be convinc'd.” 
« Nay, then,” faid Mrs. F Wann tis to 
ce ou purpoſe to reaſon with you.” 


Duni this converſation, the juſtice 
and Mrs. Lavender had ſtepp'd to a wall 
cover'd with grapes, which they greedily 
devour'd: when they were join'd by their 
company, Mr. Lavender, who was ex- 


tremely delicate, ſeem'd to be not a lit- 


tle ſnock'd at the eagerneſs of his lady's 
appetite z and, being willing to recommend 
himſelf to Mrs. Freemer, whom he look'd 
upon as the only woman of taſte preſent, 

cried, © Lord! child, what are you a- 
„ bout ? For God's ſake, don't ſtuff fo: 

« vow you have had three or four 
« breakfaſts to-day already.” * No, in- 
« deed, my dear,“ replied ſne, I have 
only drank: tea with you ſince my milk- 
« porridge, and had ſome toaſt and cho. 
e colate with lady Puff; I have not eat a 


meal ſince, and you know tea always 


„ rakes my ſtomach ſo, that I am half 
« famiſh*d after it.“ My God,” ex- 
FR Mrs. Freemer, aſide to Charlotte, 

[5 H 2 « did 
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« did you hear the creature? But Char- 
lotte only anſwer'd with a ſmile, that ſhe 
was ſorry. to ſee a couple ſo ill match'd, 
and pitied the aukward wife, as much as 


ſhe deſpiſed the effeminate huſband. 


— 


Six Poſitive having, by force, diſen- 


gaged the juſtice from the vine, propoſed 


a walk thro' the park, in order to take a 
view of ſome fiſh-ponds, at a convenient 
diſtance from which he had juſt erected a 
ſummer-houſe : but Mrs, Freemer objected 
to that propoſal, becauſe it was very ſul- 


try. Why, you are a very dainty gen- 
706; tlewoman, indeed, my fine couſin,” ſaid 
he, to be afraid of a little ſun-ſhine. 


«6. Sure I hope you don't hang out falſe 
% colours? Isn't your complexion wea- 


«+ ther-proof?” This ſpeech diſguſted 
both Mr. Freemer and his lady, who only 
turned up herlip in a contemptuous man- 


ner, and repeated the word Brute, loud 
enough to be heard by the beau, and he 


publickly declared himſelf to be of her 


opinion. *Tis enough to ſcorch one to 
death,“ ſaid he, to travel over ſuch a vaſt 
length 


— 
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1 length of burning graſs at high noon.“ 


He therefore with his deary, Mr. and Mrs. 
Freemer, Miſs Deborah, Charlotte, and 
the counſellor, (who was quite enchanted 
with Charlotte) agre d to wait the return 
of Sir Poſitive and the reſt, in a jeſamin 
arbour. 


Six Pofirive and my lady conducted ; 


the Aſtons and juſtice Cramwell to the 


utmoſt extent of their grounds ; tho* my 
lady had now and then ventured to re- 
monſtrate, that they could not poſſibly re- 


turn by two, and that ſhe was afraid the 
dinner would be ſpoilt. The juſtice al- 


ways join'd her with great vehemence, and 
declared, that if he had know Sir Poſi- 
tive's deſign to lead them ſuch a dance, he 
would have pick'd a bit firſt to ſtay his 


| ſtomach. The knight heard his lady and 


the juſtice very patiently, but made no an- 
ſwer; being entirely taken up with ſhow- 


ing his gueſts this hill he had raiſed, and 
that well he had ſunk; and they always 
expreſſed their approbation, for fear of pro- 
longing the walk by a diſpute. 


35 7 


we” 


| [19] 
Wx Sir Poſitive was thus employed, 
Mr. Lavender was entertained by Mrs. 
Freemer with the ſtate of the gay world; 
and Miſs Deborah improved herſelf, by 
_ aſking queſtions relating to ſacks, hoops, 
caps, ruffles and ribbons, of Charlotte; 
who fatisfied her“ curioſity in the moſt 
obliging manner ; for tho* ſhe was not 
fond of fich trifling topicks, ſhe thought 
it always prudent to ſuit her converſation 
to the taſte and capacity of her hearers. 
The counſellor, finding it impoſſible to 
engage Miſs Puff on another ſubject, with- 
out being deem'd by her guilty of ill man- 
ners, did his beſt to amuſe Mrs. Freemers 
to whom Mrs. Lavender liſten'd with 
eyes goggling and her mouth open. 


Tus bell rung for dinner almoſt. an 
hour before Sir Poſitive returned: and 
then he was fo warm and weary, that his 
temper was ſour'd for the whole day. 
He began with finding fault with every 
thing at table; for which the juſtice re- 
proved him, and declared that nothing was 


«mils bur the wunck, which was rather 
overdone, 


ras 


overdone; he ſaid ; however he proteſted, | 
filling his plate a ſecond time, that his din- 


ner ſhould not be ſpoil'd for one diſh. Af- 


five, when the tea aſſembled them toge- 
ther again; Lavender too found an oppor- 


tunity to elope till thaf time; becauſe he 


ter a glaſs or two the ladies withrew till 


could not bear the fumes of the naſty 


wine * tobacco. | 


Bous Mts. Lavender, _ oy: plen- 


tiful dinner, which had not digeſted 


kindly, was quite overpower'd with the 
vapours, and prefled her huſband to go 
home; but he was quite intoxicated with 
the notice Mrs. Freemer took of him, 


and paid no regard to her complaints: 


he told her, careleſsly, that ſne might have 
the coach, if ſhe wou'd promiſe to ſend it 


back for him in theevening, and then left her 


to the care of her father; who ſaid, when 


he return'd to his company, Poor Bid is» 


— 


mortal ſick, indeed: but the girl could 
never away with feaſting; it would ne- 


ver do with her.“ « Why,” ſaid lady 
Puff, ſhe has not been much us'd to 
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«it, Mr. Cramwell.” * She has been 


us ' d to all the company at my houſe; 


replied the juſtice; ** not that I have a 
deal: ſhe has not indeed had oppor- 
<< tunities of improving herſelf that ſome 
have; but I always bred her as well as 


I could.” * Aye, aye, and very well 


, too,” ſaid Sir Poſitive; better breed 
« her anything than a coquet. « Cock-et,” 


_ replied the juſtice ; ** I don't know what 


1 you mean: pray what is a cock- et? 


Its no great matter if you never know; 
but there are ſuch animals in the world, 


and if I was in the place of their huſ- 
% bands, I know what I would do.— P 


This ſpeech being deliver'd with a dur 


at Mrs, Freemer, ſhe thought it incum- 


bent on her to anſwer it: And pray, 


Sir Poſitive,” ſaid ſhe; with a laughing 


| toſs of her head, ©* what new method 


have you diſcover'd to reclaim a wife 
« in fuch a caſe? tho* I think you are an 
« ytter enemy to all modern inventions.” 


* Madam, madam,” ſaid the choleric 


knight, « if. I had the misfortune to be 


5 married to a handſome woman, I would 


* | 2 lock 
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e lock her up from the ſight of all man- 
„ kind, and forbid her the uſe of pen, 
“ ink and paper: * Ridiculous !“ cri- 


ed Mrs. Freemer ; “ and do you think 
« ſuch treatment would reform her; no» 


no; take my word for it, Sir Poſitive, 


« ſhe would only be ten times wore : 


« to what purpoſe is it to be handſome, 
« jf one is not ſeen and admired?” © Very 
true, begad, Madam ; ” ſaid Lavender. 
« Bur ut good wife,” faid Mr. Freemer, 
„will make her huſband's happineſs the 
« ultimate end of her deſires, and will 
„ not be more ſeen than he chuſes ſhe 


„ ſhould be.” „O monſtrous! ” cried 
Mrs. Freemer; © is a huſband to ſet 


« bounds to a wife ? No, certainly.” A 
“man may ſet bounds to his wife's con- 
66 duct, Madam,“ ſaid the counſellor; 
but it will be difficult to preſcribe them 
to her admirers.” © It's altogether im- 
oy poſſible, rat me,” cried the beau, No 


man in the world can hinder me from 
«© admiring. the fineſt woman in it, tho? 
he may de conſumedly vexed at it.“ 

This aſſertion of Lavender's was ſo viſibly | 


Hs addreſſed 
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addreſſed to Mrs. Freemer, that it ſpurr'd 
ber on to reply with more than common 
vivacity. Fou're in the right Mr. La- 
vender, ſaid ſhe ; and every fine wo- 
man will be and ought to be admired. 
O there's a tranſport in being admired 
that beggars all deſcription : to be ſur- 
rounded with pretty fellows; to have a 
thouſand pretty things faid to one; and 
to ſee all the ugly things about one 
mortified: O Gad! there's extaſy in 
E the very thought. Well, I confeſs 1 
do love to raiſe envy.” *©* And ſo do 
1, let me periſh, Mem,” cried Laven- 
der ; «and to let you into a fecret, | 
. + have met with infinite ſuccefs that way 
in town: but Lard, in theſe ruſtic places 
one is abſolutely buried alive; there is 
not a well-dreſt young fellow in the 
3 county except myſelf; nor did I light 

upon a woman fit to converſe with, till 

„ had the immenſe. happineſs of feeing 
you, Mem.” This ſpeech was accom- 

panied with ſuch conceited looks, and ſo 


many contorſions of the body, chat; it ex- 
cited the vary mirth of the com- 
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pany s not even the knight could prevent 
his rigid muſcles from relaxing; tho at 
the ſame time his indignation was ſo much 
raiſed againſt the inſignificant beau, that 
he repeated the word, Puppy ſeveral times 
with a great emphaſis. Miſs Deborah 
was alſo not a little nettled at the epi- 


thet Ugly, which Mrs. Freemer pro- 
nounced with a fide glance at her wi- 


ther d countenance; and declared, that wo- 


men any ways pretty were always ſo con- 


ſcious, and ſo liable to temptations, that 
ſne would not be handſome for all the 
world. © You're a fool, Deb,” cried Sir 
Poſitive z „ when beauty is attended 
with modeſty and good ſenſe, it is a va- 
e juable ornament ; but I can't bear to 
« ſee it accompanied with pride, ſauci- 
« neſs and folly.” Here the counſellor 
ſided with the knight ; but added that he 


knew women, who, by poſſeſſing the a- 


miable qualities he mention'd and, without 


having any pretenſions to beauty, had cap- 
tivated hearts .on which thoſe moſt cele- 
brated for their perſonal charms could ne- 
ver make an impreſſion. As every wo- 
He man 
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man in the company, except Mrs. Free- 
mer, took this compliment to herſelf, 
tho? it was only intended for Charlotte, 
who alone ſeemed unconſcious of deſerv- 
ing it, they fmper'd' approbation. "Miſs 
1 was Particularly good- humour {8 

and faid, Jo be ſure, as my brother 
eit hand- 
« ſome; bur I have heard. fine gentlemen 
« ſay,” that if a woman is rich and good 


oy it is ufficient.” | The counſellor find- 


ing Charlotte, whom he wiſh'd to engage 
in converſation, ſtil} averſe to ſpeak, ad- 


dreſſed himſelf particularly to her. 1 


* inclin'd to think, Madam, that you, 
6 ,as well as. the reſt of this agreeable Cir- . 


F cle, will ſubſcribe to my opinion: If 


% you will not, be fo obliging as to tell 
0 me wherein we differ.” - As Charlotte 
had, from hes. firſt inerotudtion to theſe odd 
characters, Ingended t to liſten more than to 


prattle, ſhe was ſorry. he call'd upon her; 
but anſwer d Um, with her uſual polite- 


neſs: 4 did not imagine, . ſaid 


3 ſhe, with a ſmile, ©« that a woman's opi- 


15 224855 in this Point Was, in the leaſt, ma- 
8 66 terial; 


LY 


"EM [157 | 

« terial; ' becauſe; as the gentlemen alone 
40 wes the liberty of chuſing, they cer- 
« tainly muſt know beſt what- qualities 
are moſt requiſite to make them Happy; 
« but, as you ſeem defirous to have my | 
> thoughts, Pt uſe no ceremony. I am 
« a good deal inclin'd to favour Sir Po- 
«6 guide s way of thinking, and look upon 
6 beauty not only as A very pleaſing, but 
« a very deſirable ornament; and when 
« jt does not make the poſſeſſor of it vain 
« and aſſuming, throws a grace over the 
« whole behaviour. Good ſenſe flows with 
« double energy from a fine mouth ; and 
« wit (if the men will allow us any) receives 
« great Poignancy from a pair of ſpirited 
4 eyes: : nay, even a bluſh is moſt becom- 
_« when it overſpreads a clear com- 
« plexion.” I am ſure, Madam,” ſaid 
the counſellor, 4] deſerve the thanks of 
« the company for prevailing on the Aan 
eto deſcribe fo elegantly.” Ay, ay,” in- 
terrupted the knight, and you ſhall have 
« mine too, Madam. I am pleaſed with 
& you, and ſhall be glad to ſee and hear 
« you often.” Charlotte only anſwer d 
8 with 


1 
witha bow; but the looks of complacency 
with which it was accompanied, entirely 
won the counſcllor's heart, who. ſpent the 
remainder of the evening in trying to let 
her ſee they bad. Towards the latter part 
of the above. dialogue, Mr. Juſtice fell 
aſleep ; ; but when the knight had done 
ſpeaking to Charlotte, he gave him a great 
thump on the back, and cried, << Yo ho! 
s Maſter Cramwell; why, what a pox, 
can't you eat a pound or two of ven' ſon, 
« without being fo confounded drowſy af- 
4 ter it? Why, man, here have been ſome 
good things ſaid.” . Aw-h,” cried 
the juſtice, ſtretching himſelf, you have 
« rouz'd me from the fineſt dream, Sir 
&« Poſitive. I thought I was Juſt ſet down 
e to a curious brace of carp.” Pſhaw, 
& plague on your viſions, ſaid the knight; 
* one would indeed ſwear you was begot 
« by that gluttonous dog Heliogabalus. 
Il be damn'd if you Ever think of ** 
* " thing but eating.” 


Wa the evening approach'd, Mr. 
and Mrs. Aſton took their leave; the 


coun- 
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counſellor. beg'd Charlotte to permit him 


to viſit her at Aſton-park : ſhe civilly de- 
nied his requeſt : he then offer'd to wait 


on her in town; ſhe told him, that her ac- 
quaintance was numerous, and that ſhe did 


not chuſe to increaſe it. The poor coun- 
ſellor was as much daſh'd, by her forbid- 
ding replies, as if he had met with a rebuff 
at the bar. 


Wazn, Charlotte return'd home, ſhe 
found a long letter from Mrs. Ramſden, 
in which ſhe gave a particular account of 
her meeting the amiable Maria, and then 
proceeded in the following manner: I 
« have not ſeen Welford once, tho* I have 
often been to Mrs. Deacon's in hopes 
« of meeting with him; his uncle is in 


town, and conſtantly engages him about 
% buſineſs : however, Mr. Ramſden and 


e have both deſir'd her to bring him to 
« our houſe when he is at leiſure. 

« what I can ſift out of Mrs. Deacon, he 
e has drop'd Maria's acquaintance, as he 


$ had no intention in favour of her, and 


a 
3 


i 


« tleman, who was appointed her guar- 


<««/dian in caſe of his refuſal. I have talk'd 
40 a good deal with Maria, and find ſhe 
40 has always lov*'d Welford : ſhe always 
«© ſpeaks of him in the higheſt terms: but 
«Mrs. Deacon ſeems to favour young 
* Aſton's addreſſes, and to reſent Wel. 
s ford's indifference. I aſked Maria t'o- 
6 ther day, it ſhe ever heard him mention 
Mis Egerton's name; ſhe anſwer'd no, 
but believ'd te liked her: I am there- 
fore ſtill inclin'd to think that you will 
„ be happy with him at laſt. Mr. and 
„ Mis. Frankly are at Bath: J am juſt re- 
„ turn'd from a little tour I made - with 
them into Hertfordſhire; otherwiſe ! 
„ ſhould have wrote to you ſooner.” 


\Tars: letter was far from giving Char- 


lotte the ſatisfaction ſhe expected. On the 
next day ſhe receiv'd another; but of a 
very different nature: it was, in ſhort, 


penn'd by the counſellor, and contain'd a 


formal declaration of his paſſion in a high- 
| flown ridiculous ſtyle ; for he was reſolv- 


ed that me: ſhould fee what ſhe would not 


C T6541 : * - hear. 
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hear. At any other time his billet doux 
would have divertec her, but the ſuſpenſe ” 
ſhe was in about Welford wholly engrofſ- 
ed her attention: however, ſhe ſhew'd it 
to Mr. Afton, and acquainted him with 
all the writ.r's proceedings :. ſhe alſo in- 
form'd him, at the ſame time, of her inten- 
tion to leave Aſton park the week follow 
ing. Mr. Aſton was delighted with this 
proof of her confidence, and entreated her 


to ſtay with him a little longer; but ſhe 


beg'd to be excus' d: Nay,” ſaid Mrs. 
Aſton, we are invited by Mrs. Free- 
« mer to accompany him and my daugh- 
« ter to Shropſhire in a fortnight, and I 

« am- ſure Betſy will be exceſſively glad 
„ to have Miſs Egerton of the party.” 

Charlotte told them ſhe muſt defer that 
pleaſure till another opportunity; * But,” 
faid ſne, I will ſhow Mrs. Freemer my 
« Jove-letter ; for I don't doubt but it 
« will divert her.” She then went into 
Mrs. Freemer's apartment, who cried, as 
ſoon. as ſhe enter'd the room, *< O Char- 
„ lotte! I am glad you are come to de- 
* cide a 3 between him and I, 
5 5 ( (pointing 


* 


Fab 
$6 (pointing to her huſband) and I am 
certain you will be on my fide.” ?“ 
am not ſo certain of that,” ſaid Char | 
lotte; <« but I have no time now to en- 
« ter into diſputes; I have a diverting afl. 
« « fair to impart to you.“ O, but you 
e muſt hear how it began,” ſaid Mrs, 
Freemer. Pray, my dear, ſaid Mr: 
Freemer, ce let us hear no more of it; 
<< it ſhall be as eu pleaſe; I have already 
« told you ſo.” No matter for that,“ 
cried Mrs. Freemer; I know you think 
« me in the wrong, and I will vindicate 
&« myſelf. You muſt. know,“ continued 
the, to Charlotte, © that my mama. told 
< me this morning, after breakfaſt, Mr. 
« Freemer had invited her and my papa 
« to ſpend a few months with us in Shrop- 
© ſhirez and that he talk'd of ſetting out 
,in à fortnight, I was very much ſur- 
s priz'd, you may be ſure, to find he had 
6 taken ſuch a reſolution without my 
« © knowledge z and therefore told him juſt 
* now, that] ſhould go to town next week, 
< and delir'd he would order his people. 
"= t have af thing in ding z he 

| 6c pre- 
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« pretends to wonder at my behaviour, and 


« js actually angry about it.” ** I am not 


« angry, my dear,” ſaid he, I was ſur- 


« priz'd to hear you talkof going to town; 


« becauſe I underſtood that we were to 


« ſpend the winter in Shropſhire, and to 


« go thither in ſpring; but ſince you diſ- 


« like a country-ſcheme, I will attend pow 
« to London as ſoon as you pleaſe.” 

« Paſs the winter in Shropſhire! O my 
« God!” cried Mrs. Freemer; © the very 


&« jdea of i it gives me the vapours. I can't, : 


« for my life, think how it came into 


_« your head.” I am very forry, my love,” 


ſaid Mr. Freemer, © that you do not ap- 
“ prove of it; becauſe I had promiſed 


my ſelf a great deal of ſatisfaction, by 
carrying ſo amiable a creature among 
« ſo many of my friends, who wiſh to be 


e acquainted with her.” * Do you hear 
« him?” ſaid ſhe to Charlotte; and 
you expected (turning to him) that 1 

fhould tamely go down to your manor- 
* houſe, to be preſented, as a raree-ſhow, 
* at your aukward neighbours ? But you 


« happen to be miſtaken, Sir; ; I married 


— 
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. 
* for my own pleaſure, as well as yours; 
and will abſolutely never be ruſti 
« cated.” This ſpeech was deliver'd in 
ſo peremptory a manner, that it ſome- 
what ſtaggei'd Mr. Freemer, who did not 
imagine his lady would run ſuch lengths, 
tho' he knew ſhe was very ſelf-willed, e- 
ſpecially before a third perſon : he there- 
fore thought proper to decamp, till he 
could find a better opportunity to con- 
vince the dear creature that ſhe was not 
quite in the right. As ſoon as he left 
the room, Mrs Freemer ſaid, See there, 
% Charlotte, what it is to be married: 
you muſt have no will of your own 
but J am reſolved to break through at 
„ once: I've been govern'd long enough, 
and will be my own miſtreſs now, or 
«© periſh in the attempt.” Indeed, my 
« dear Mrs. Freemer,” ſaid Charlotte, 
« I am very ſorry I happen'd to come in 
at this unlucky moment, and more ſor- 
« ry that there has been any difference 
© between you already.“ Law, child,” 
cried ſhe, laughing, how you talk? 
* why, pray, did we ever agree in one in- 
01 * * dividual 
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0 dividual thing ? Nay, I don't believe 
« we ever ſhall.” “Then it was pity 
« you ever came together,” ſaid Charlotte. 
« Why, aye,” cried Mrs. Freemer, “you 
e know I always thought ſo, but my wiſe 
* papa and mama were of a different opi- 
« nion; but for heaven's ſake, let us 
6 change the ſubje& ; what have you got 
« in your hand there, my dear?” Char- 
lotte then gave her the letter: before ſhe 
had read it half through, ſhe cried, But 
don't you think 1 have carried my 
„point? Oh dear, dear London! how 
„ ſhall I rejoice to ſee thee again; and 
“ ſo, Charlotte, all this ſtuff comes from 
« that coxconib the counſellor. What, 


do you intend to take him? Aye, aye 3 


„ my wretch began to give himſelf airs 
« that very day, only becauſe I chatted a 


little to poor Lavender; who, by the 


*© Ways is a very flimſy thing.“ 17 Why C 
e then, my dear,” ſaid Charlotte, would 
«+ you make the man who truly loves you, 


and who is intitled to your eſteem, why 


% would you make him uneaſy about a 
« creature whom you deſpiſe.“ *© For 
| this 


[ 166 ] 

* this plain Mala, ſaid ſhe 3 © becauſe IN | 
„he is ſuch a fool as to be uneaſy.“ i 
% Fie, fie,” ſaid Charlotte; moderate | 
your vivacity, I beſeech you, and pay Ml 
* ſome; regard to ſo deſerving a man.” 

% Nay now, this is inſufferable,” ſaid ſhe; 
you talk juſt like Mrs. Ramſden; Il WW | 
« ſuppoſe I ſhall be finely documented | 
«© between you both: but any thing is | 
better than being trundled down to 
« /Shropſhire ; where I muſt be ſtuck out | 
«the firſt: Sunday at church, to be gaped | 
at by my huſband's ruſtic relations and 
clowniſn tenants; and then I muſt re- | 
<4 ceive the viſits of every body who will | 
* honour. me ſo far. The parſon's wife 
and daughter, the juſtice's lady, follow- 
„ed by a crew of thick- headed *ſquires, 
„ who will ſtink me to death with ale 


mind to divert yourſelf,” ſaid. Char- 


| 
& and tobacco; fogh!* © You have a 
| 


lotte, © by giving way to the liveli- 
„ neſs of your imagination; but I am 
«ſure Mr. Freemer an too well-bred to 
keep ſuch company.“ Lord, chAQb2 . | 
laid ſhe, e what other company can by of 


[ 167 1 
« be in the country ? 3 always deteſted 
« jt, and will never be ſhut up in it by my 
« huſband : befides, if I loved it of all 
« things, I would not give him his way.” 


| \ 
, 4 i; 


Tux arrival of ſome viſiters put a ftop to 
Mrs. Freemet's vehemence, and ſeaſonably 
relieved Charlotte, who was ſorry to be a 
witneſs of matrimonial diſputes. She 
long'd as much as her lively. friend to go 
to town, but on a very different ac- 
count. At length the wiſh'd-for day arriv- 
ed. The complaiſant Mr. Freemer, not 
being able to prevail on his lady to go. 
| with him to Shropſhire, went patiently, in 
appearance, along with her to London. 
Fey had a place in their coach for Char- 
lotte, and were attended by young Aſton 
on horſeback. The old gentleman and lady 
parted with them very unwillingly ; but, 
as the weather continued fine, choſe to 
ſpend another month at the park. 875 


1 


| 
) 
) 
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| 


eee nhl and on the 
N xcepting a few altercations between 
'M Heid Mrs, Freemer. Wherever they 
LY * 0 | ſtopp'd 
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ſtopp'd for refreſhment, they met the coun. il ; 
ſellor, to whom they were forced to be ci. 
vil, as they had ſpent a day fo lately with Ih | 
him. But when they came to their; Jour- 
ney's end, Charlotte was particularly teizd Ml | 
with his company; for he would inſiſt on 
| knowing where ſhe lodged ; nor could ſhe, | 
without. the greateſt difficulty, prevent him | 
from ene her. 
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wo aa; Charlotte arrived at 

her. lodgings, ſhe was viſited by her od 

friend Mrs. Ramſden, whom ſhe had ac- iſ 

quainted with the day of her ſetting out 

from Aſton- park. She was exceſſively 

3 _ pleaſed at the ſight, of her, after an ab- 

ſence which ſhe thought very long. When 

they had chatted about an hour together, 74 

Mr. Ramſden came to ſee how ſhe did af- MM 

3 ter her journey, and ſaid, in his familiar 

1 Way, J am come to breakfaſt with you, 

4 Miſe Egerton. if you will give me 

leave.“ Charlotte receiv'd him with a 
real ſatisfaction, as ſnhe had never deſired 
Mrs. Ramſden to keep any ſecrets fru 
him. The converſation turn'd chiefly on 
5 g | the 


— 
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the various ſcenes ſne had met with during 
her ſtay in the country; and Welford had 


no ſmall ſhare in it. Mr. and Mrs. Ramſ- 
den both own'd, that his behaviour was 


ſtrange and unaccountable; yet they doubt- 
ed not but there would be an explanation 
of it at laſt, anſwerable to her wiſhes. This 
animating aſſurance, and their chearful ſo- 


ciety, very much contributed to enliven 


Charlotte, who aſked them to go with 
her in the afternoon to Mrs. Deacon's, be- 
ing impatient to ſee Maria: but Mrs. 
Ramſden ſaid, O, my dear, you forget 


that we have a much more important 
„ viſit to pay. Mrs. Freemer you ſay 


“ brought you to town: ſhe won't ex- 


| «+ pect us to ſtand upon ceremony: Be- 


«+ ſides,” ſaid Mrs. Ramſden, © I long 


e to: ſee how matrimony agrees with my 
„ wild couſin. | Pray, Miſs Egerton, give 


dus a little ſketch of her, in her new 
« trammels ; I dare ſay you can draw her 
to the life.“ Indeed, Sir,” ſaid Char- 
lotte, I muſt beg to be excus'd ; ſee her 


« yourſelf, and then we will compare 


notes. I'll lay a pound of tea to a 
r: II. 3 * PFEn 


„ 
9 pinch of ſnuff, Lyddy,“ ſaid he, © by 
«. Miſs Egerton's looks, that poor Free- 
„ mer is managed by her already. [ 
« know the girl had always a mighty 


* notion of arbitrary power; and if he 


gives her her way at firſt, he will find 


eit a hard matter to keep her under.“ 


So, ſo,” ſaid Mrs. Ramſden, laughing; 


very pretty indeed; then I find we fe- 


„ males ought not to do as we pleaſe : 


* and I ſuppoſe, if I was to prove refrac-. 


“ tory, you would ſoon. take down my 


pride?“ Ay, to be ſure,” ſaid he; 


but, my dear, you are ſo perfectly a- 
«© miable, that I know you will never give 
me opportunity to exert my huſbandly 


„ authority. In ſhort, I don't believe 
_ «© *tis poſſible to provoke; you to commit 


„ the moſt trifling fault,” © Ah!” cried 
ſhe, . don't flatter me too much, my 
dear; J am guilty of numberleſs errors, 
but your good opinion of me will not 
ei let you ſee them.“ How different,” 


aid Charlotte, are you two, from the 
couple I have juſt quitted : and how 
„ Ike us will you and Welford be when-. 

ever 
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« ever you come together,” ſaid Mr, 
Ramſden. * Huſh!” ſaid Charlotte; 
« don't let me think of impoſſibilities. 
% But before we part,” continued ſhe, 
(bluſhing) „let me know it you can, 
« where he is at preſent,” ** He ſet out 
« for Bath,” ſaid Mr. Ramſden, the day 
« before yeſterday ; ſo that in all proba- 
e bility, F rankly will be able to give us 
« ſome account of him'* Here Char- 
lotte met with a new diſappointment : 
ſhe went, however, in the afternoon to 
Mrs. Deacon, who receiv'd her very po- 
litely, and Miſs Peterſon's heart leap'd 
for joy at the ſight of her. This young 
lady had obſerved, at Aſton- park, that 
Welford was very much pleaſed with 
Charlotte, and that would have been ſuf- 
ficient to make her worthy of her eſteem, | 
it ſhe had not been prepoſſeſſed in her 


favour. 


| Maria had no notion of jealouſy : ſhe 
loved Welford too diſintereſtedly to har- 
bour that paſſion, and as ſhe knew he 
would never be hers, took a melancholy ' 

152 Pleaſure 
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pleaſure in ſeeing him happy with ano- 


ther. With this diſpoſition ſhe could not 
but be charm'd with Charlotte, who cul- 
tivated an intimacy with her, in order to 
have an opportunity of converſing freely 


about him. In ſhort, they grew ſo fond 


of each other, that they were ſeldom afun- 
der. Mr. Ramſden, in the mean time, 
receiv'd a letter from Mr. Frankly at Bath, 
wherein he told him that he had nor ſecn 
Welford, who only lay one-night at Bath, 


and ſet out early the next morning for 
Briſtol; but faid; he was Frags there 


__ ſoon. 


0 3 0 4 


| Ts news Charlotte communicated- to 


Maria, and' by the affability of her beha- 


viour ſo entirely gain'd her confidence, 
that ſhe one day pour'd out her whole 
heart to her, and complained of the unea- 
ſineſs ſhe ſuffered from young Aſton's ad- 
dreſſes, in theſe terms: Why would they 
« oblige me to marry a man I cannot 


« like? Mr. Aſton, they ſay, is good 
and agreeable; they ſay too he loves 
« me. 1 don't deny it; ; but if I cannot 


— return 
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« other's inclinations; and I am well aſ- 
e ſur'd neither of your ſiſters would ex- 


«© pect you ſhould ſacrifice yours,” My 
_« ſiſters,” ſaid ſne, are both very kind 


« and conſiderate, and would not, Ibelieve, 
«© expect me to act in that manner. My 


„ aunt is alſo very kind, but ſhe is Mr. 


«© Aſton's friend, and I fear he has one 
„ ſtill more powerful; for Welford, you 


„ know, is fond of him, and will not be 


“ pleas'd with my refuſing a perſon whom 


he recommended.” © Does Mr. Wel- 


« ford then know that Mr. Aſton is not 
ce agreeable to you,” ſaid Charlotte,” 
« and yet perſiſt in deſiring you to re- 
« ceive his addreſſes ? 1 am ſorry for it; 
& had always entertained a better opi- 
nion of him, than to imagine he would 
«« perſuade you to act ſo contrary to your 
«inclination in ſo material a point.” 


Ahl don't be angry with him, my 
dear Miſs Egerton,” ſaid Maria, * 1 


7 « am 


i return his love, to what purpoſe ſhould 
« ] marry him ?” © They cannot oblige 
« you to marry him,” ſaid Charlotte; 
no body, my dear, has power over an- 


— — nom * 
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„ 
am ſure you ought not to be angry 
with him, becauſe you are his favou— 
rite; beſides, how can he help my not 
liking Mr. Aſton, any more than he 
can help not liking me himſelf? I am 


very unhappy indeed J am, about 


them. Why did I leave Bruſſels, where 


I paſſed many chearful hours till I ſaw 
\ Welford? ”” „ Do you then repent 
of having left Bruſſels with Welford ? 


Do you wiſh you had ſtaid there with- 


out him? Are you not happy in find- 
ing two ſiſters and an aunt in Eng- 


land, who, I cannot think, will ever 
conſent to a match which you ſo much 
object to.“ I don't repent of my com- 
ing to England,” ſaid Maria, wiping 


her eyes; for I could not have been 


happy at Bruſſels, after the death of my 


“dear papa; when I loſt him, I loſt my only 
« comfort: yet why do I ramble ſo; Mr. 


1 Welford has not yet given me up; he 
<< is a man of honour, and will be a father 


to me, tho* he cannot be a huſband.” 


This affecting ſpeech of Maria's touch'd 
5 notte — 3 ſhe thought there was 
| a great. 
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' a great reſemblance between herſelf and 


the amiable girl, and could not prevent 


her tears from flowing as faſt as her's. 
Maria was pleaſed with her dear friend's 
compaſſion, but fear'd ſhe might be too 
much afflicted, and therefore endeavour'd 
to apologize for venting her griefs. No 
« apology is wanting,“ ſaid Charlotte, 
* nay, you oblige me, by giving me an 
opportunity to indulge my own ſorrow 
„for the death of an excellent father: he 
was more, he was my friend, my com- 
e panion, my all,” Here her tears guſh'd 
out again, and hinder'd her from proceed- 
ing. It was a long time before they could 
recover from this mournful ſilence: Char- 
lotte, at laſt broke it, but would not re- 
vive ſo gloomy a ſubject; and therefore 
aſked Maria what ſhe meant by calling her 
Welford's favourite? „I call'd you Wel- 


« ford's favourite,” ſaid ſhe, © becauſe I 


„ never ſaw him take ſo much notice of 


any lady before: he never cared to walk 


Lor converſe with any other perſon : 
« nay, Miſs and her brother often faid, 


4s they believed he was in love with you: 


* „beg 
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beg then, my dear Miſs Egerton, 


% you will be ſo much my friend as to tell 
« him I cannot love Aſton, and that 1 
« wiſh earneſtly never to be married at 
« all.” Charlotte bluſh'd prodigiouſly 
at the beginning of Maria's ſpeech, but 
fighed at the concluſion of it, and, with 
a melancholy air, replied, + Why do 
« you thus talk to me, my dear Ma- 


ria, I may perhaps never ſee Welford ; 
«© but ſuppoſe I ſhould, 1 cannot have the 


influence over him you imagine. I am 
« far from being agreeable to him. Don't 


you know that he left Aſton-park, 


* without treating me with common civi- 
% lity, without once bidding me adieu?“ 
* Did he indeed leave you ſo unkindly ?” 
ſaid Maria. Could Welford, who is ſo 
« kind and obliging to all, behave ſo to 


+ Miſs Egerton?“ © He did, indeed,” 
ſaid Charlotte; but I never could learn 


% for what reaſon. You ſaw him often 
before he went to Bath; did he never 
& tell you he was diſpleaſed with me?“ 
« No,” replied ſhe, © he never mention'd 
« your name: he only recommended his 

. enn 
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« friend earneſtly to me, during the ſhort 
« time we were together, which was not 
« above half an hour in the whole fort- 
<«< night he ſtay'd in town.” Charlotte, 
tho? ſhe could learn nothing ſatisfactory 
about Welford, except that he was not in 
love with Maria, took a great deal of 
pleaſure in talking of him: and the con- 
verſation between her and Miſs Peterſon 
would, in all probability, have laſted much 
longer, had not Mrs. Deacon, who left her 
niece with her while ſhe paid ſome formal 
viſits, called for her ſooner than ſhe ef- 
pected. The young ladies parted with a 
promiſe to meet again next day, when 
Charlotte. intended to carry Maria to Mrs. 
Freemer's. 


 CrarLoTTE's intentions were fruſtrat- 
ed; for ſhe receiv'd herſelf a moſt unex- 
pected viſit, Juſt when ſhe was going 
do ſet out, her ſervant told her that a gen- 
tleman deſired to ſee her, but refuſed to 
ſend up his name. As their thoughts 
were conſtantly employ'd about Welford, 
ſhe at firſt encouraged a hope that he 
+ " "BS might 
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might be the viſiter; but, that hope was 
ſoon excluded, when the ſervant added, 
© He is an old gentleman, Madam, 
« dreſs'd frightfully, and ſeems i in a vio- 
7 ne hog 


4 A GREAT hobbling on the ſtairs, at- 
tended with frequent groans and curſes, 
kept her ſome time in ſuſpenſe ; at laſt, a 
tall figure, with an wory crutch in his 
hand, appear'd, qreſt in a very antient ſuit 
of clothes, ornamented with gold buttons 
and holes: a ſcarlet cloak trimm'd with 
gold hung on his ſhoulders, and an im- 
menſe flaxen prriwig adorn'd his head; 
over which was ſlouch'd a black velvet 
cap, that almoſt cover'd the uncouth vi- 
ſage of Sir Politive Puff, whe accoſted her 
thus : * 


4 Your ſervant, young lady; I believe 
e you did not expect to ſee me ;—but 
that's not to the purpoſe ;—that's nei- 
&« ther here nor there - I have a mind to 
* talk to you, Madam, and was curſedly 
| * afraid that that alen of yours would 
r „ 2 7 


* WY 


Lea! 

« deny you. I know it is the cuſtom in 
« London; for tho* I come to town but 
« ſeldom, I am not quite fo ignorant 
« as s ſome peopie _ * fy | 
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| ane ann wis a little — at 


the knight's appearance, and at his pre- 

amble, but receiv'd him very good- natur- 

edly, enquired after his lady and fiſter, and 
| alle d what brought him to town. 


hi „War, Madam,“ f n 


in Mr. juſtice's coach. That ſilly dog, 
Lavender, whom you ſaw at my houſe» 


«6 will have no reſt till he has ſquander'd 


* away the beſt part of his eſtate in pig- 
* tails and pomatums, ſolitaires and 
4 ſword-knots; nay, I believe the puppy 
_ * bedaubs his face too: therefore he has 
„ brought his wife to town, becauſe my 
old neighbour would not conſent to 
his leaving her behind; and, as they 


had a corner of the coach to ſpare, and 
* knew I had buſineſs in town, they per- 


* ſuaded me to accept of it, tho' Roger 


told me my own. horſes would have 
* "0 beer 
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* been able to travel in a fortnight: but, 


„ damn me, as lame as I am, if I had 


notrather have walked half the way, than 


have been cooped up with three ſuch 


„ companions : for the poor girl ſpewed 
s all che way after the firſt mile, which 


offended her powder - puff of a huſband 
to ſuch a degree, that he had never his 
< eſſence from his nofe ; which, with his 
< ſcented handkerchief, and the juſtice's 


* quids that he ever and anon belched 


< out in my face, made ſuch a compound 


of villainous ſmells, as old Falſtaff 
has it, that I'll be damn'd if ever a 


cheeſemonger or tallow-chandler in the 
* kingdom could have bore it. Had not 
my helliſh toe every now and then gi- 
ven me a twinge, I ſhould have been 
upon my feet in an inſtant : but this is 
not the buſineſs I came about, Madam. 


FTou know my lady's couſin, young 
* Williams; I found how it was with him 
before you left us; and indeed I am 


e not ſurpriſed at it, for you are a very 
« ſenſible, decent young woman; the very 


28 reverſe of my hoity toity couſin, there; 


« and 
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« and I am not ſurpriſed, 1 ſay, that the 9 
young fellow likes you: but what the 
e devil makes you ſo very ſhy? Why, 
« he is a ſober dog, minds his buſineſs, 
* and has a pretty fortune of his on; 
« and if he wins you, perhaps] may .leave 
him a good fat legacy: tis true, he is 
* my wife's relation; but I have no child. 
« There's none but Deb, and ſhe won't 
« marry now; therefore the lawyer may 
expect ſomething handſome : ſo, Ma. 
„ dam, I would adviſe you not to carry 
„ ſo much indifference about you: let 

me tell you, a young woman makes 
but a ſcurvy figure when ſhe has withs | 
* ſtood her market. * 


| CnarLoTTE had liften'd very attentive» 

ly to the knight's ſpeech, and when it was 
finiſh'd told him ſhe was extremely oblig'd 
to him for his good opinion, but gave 
him to underſtand that ſhe had no inten- 
tions, juſt at that time, to change her way 
of life; hoping he would not take her re- 
fuſal of Mr. Williams as any affront to 


himſelf or his family. Nay, nay, Ma- 
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4; dam,“ ſaid SidPobitive, « pleaſe yourſelf 
* and you pleaſe me: I ſhould not have 
interfered in this affair, but that the 


« young fellow has been with me twice 
ce orthrice ſince I came to town, and com- 


«plained that you would not anſwer: his 


* Jetter, and denied when you were at 


home. He begg'd I would ſpeak a good 


« word for him, which I would not have 
« done to any other woman in the king- 


e dom, let me tell you, Madam.“ Why 


«ſo, Sir, ſaid Charlotte; there are 
“ many very deſerving women.” Ay, 
% ay,” replied Sir Poſitive ;. may be ſo, 


may be ſo: Pox take me, tho, if I 


e know where they are to. be found. 


« Why now, I'Il tell you my opinion free- 


« ly of the greatcſt part of your ſex : 


they are a pack of ſaucy, idle, flaunting, 
good: for- nothing bitches.“ O dear, 
Sir Poſitive,” ſaid Charlotte, „have a 


« little charity; I am afraid you have 
&« fallen into bad hands, becau'e you are 
« ſo ſevere.” Severe, with a pox,” ſaid 
he; no, no; whenfyou hear what re- 


boy Apen I have met with from my dain- 
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ty couſin, Mrs. Freemer, you will not 
think me too ſevere, I believe. Lou 


- muſt know, Madam, tho* I hate cere- 


mony as I hate the devil, yet when I 
was in town, I thought it would not 
be civil to leave it without paying her 
a viſit z ſo I went about twelve o' clock, 
and knock' d at the door, which was 
open'd by a pig-tail puppy, who upon 


my aſking if his maſter and miſtreſs _ 


were at home, anſwer'd, -** I don't 
know, but I'll go and ſee: upon which 
I ſaid, I ſee you you lie damnably, 
Sir, and thruſt myſelf by him, and be- 
gan to march up ſtairs ; when the noiſe ' 
I made with my ſtick alarm'd Madam 
and her company, and brought out an- 


other of her monkeys, who, upon the 
ſight of me, ran back again and flung 
the door in my face, and preſently they 
ſet up ſuch a peal of laughter, that one 


would have thought all hell was broke 
looſe: however, 1 was determin'd to 
go on, and ſo enter'd Madam's apart- 
ment, where I found the dear creature 
in her bed gown and ſlippers, ſurround- 

«ed 


3 
* 
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ed with a ſet of giggling. firtsand em- 
'  $..broider'd coxcombs, who ſet up a ſe- 


e cond ſhout at my appearance; upon 


* hieh Tlook'd confounded ſour; ſome 


«..cramm'd their handkerchiefs into their 


4 mouths, and other went to the window. 
se Zounds! Madam,” ſaid I, to my cou- 


« ſin, what do you fee in me ſo ridicu- 
« Jous to ſneer at? I came out of pure 
« friendſhip to you and your huſband : 

«What, isn't he at home? Damn me, 
* if 1 ſhould wonder if he never came 
% home when his houſe is ſo beſet. They 
all ſtared at this ſpeech, which a little 


« diſconcerted my lady couſin : I thought, 


% however, ſhe ſaid, he had not been gone 


* out long, and would return | preſently, 


« ſhe believed: ſo I fat me down, intend- 
ing to wait for him; and now you 
« know one would have expected ſome- 


% thing like converſation; but the devil 
_ «© 4 bit. The whole attention of the com- 


« pany was fix'd on a little black bitch 
that lay ftretch'd on the ground. One 
« ſ{queak*d out praiſes on its fine ears; 
" another liſped an encomium on the fine 
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<« brightneſs of its coat; and an imperti- 


« nent chatter-baſket, whom they call La.” 


« dy Di, Lady Devil ſay I, —cried out, 


my dear ſweet precious Hummy, thou 


« art prodigiouſly happy in being ſo ad- 
ce mir'd.” © Indeed and ſoI vow he is, 


« Mem, ſaid a ſheaking Fribble, no 


higher than my cane, with his hair 
« frizled above his ears, which made him 
« look like a jack-aſs ; how came your 


* la'ſhip to call the ſuperlatively pretty 
« creature Hummy : it is, in my humble 


% conceit, a mighty whimſical name. 

„ Oh!” cried ſhe, tittering like an idiot, 
« I am obliged to colonel Prancer for the 
„ thought, You muſt know when the 
“delicious bitch lay in, I ſent cards to 


all my acquaintance to come and name 


« the puppies; ſo we met and were vaſt- 
« ly merry: every one thought of a name 


for the puppy they were to have, and 
de this was left for me: I could not bear 


« any name that was in the leaſt vulgar; 
« ſo that Harly, Fidele, Trip, and twenty 


others were rejected, and I was half diſ- 


3 tracted what to fix upon; at laſt the 
„ colonel 
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« colonel propoſed Humbug: now you 
„% know that was vaſtly. odd and out- 
of- the- way; but as it was too rough, 
and put me in mind of a filthy animal, 
I alter'd it to Hummy. Vaſtly en- 
"Tha enchanting ! he he, he, he!” ſaid the 
oaf ; „upon which I fix'd my eyes full 
upon his face, and was going to correct 
* him for his folly ; but, upon a nearer 
view, I diſcover*d ſuch a total vacuity 
« of underſtanding in it, and ſuch a mix- 
ture of vanity and wantonneſs and im- 
«© pertinence in all the females, that l 
* could bear it no longer : ſo got up in a 
„ hurry, and made the beſt of my way 
& down ſtairs, curſing their nonſenſe, and 
. pitying the poor good- natur d huſband, 


« who ſuffer'd his houſe to be haunted by 


1 ſuch a ſet of locuſts.” 5 


2 


CARLO TE could not forbea# Keiling 
at the knight's relation of his viſit, and 
faid, in order to excuſe Mrs. F reemer, 
I cannot think that ſhe intended any 
« affront. As to admiring the the little 
<6 « creature, it was an innocent amuſe- 
ment, 


« ment, and more excuſable than admir- 
« ing themſelves. © Innocent” cried the 


knight; what you would infer from 


&« thence that every thing which is inno- 
« rent is laudable; but I am of a different 
opinion: you may do. a great many 
« things not abſolutely criminal, but they 
« may be damn'd filly tho*.” He was in- 
terrupted here by Mrs. Ramſden, who 
came to invite Charlotte to ſupper : and, 
notwithſtanding ſhe made a very engag- 


ing appearance, the old knight did not 
care to encounter another woman, after 


the provocations he had received at 
Mrs. Freemer's, and therefore went a- 


way. 


ſhe in return ſhow'd her a letter ſhe had re- 


ceiv'd that morning from Mrs. Frankly, 


wherein ſhe inform'd her that Welford 
was then at Bath ; that ſhe had ſeen him 
ſeveral times at the rooms, and thought 
him very agreeable. Charlotte expected, 
| SEW. from 


\ CrartorTE highly diverted her friend 
with an account of the knight's viſit ; and 


from this preamble, to hear ſomething 4 
moe particular; but was again diſap. 


-”. ſup with her after ſhe had been to Mrs, 


e to ſee me lately.“ I ſhall not re- 
gquire ſo much time, I believe, my dear,” 
ſaid Charlotte; © for I'll lay a wager, Sir 
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jointed, She promiſed Mrs. Ramſden 


Freemer, with whom ſhe and Maria were 
to drink tea; and Mrs. Ramſden ſoon 
afterwards left her to her dreſſing-table. 


Warren Charlotte and Maria went to 
Mrs. Freemer, ſhe cried out as ſoon as they 
enter'd the room, Oh, Charlotte! Tl! 
% give you a month to gueſs who has been 


<« Poſitive Puff was your viſiter.” Lord, 
* child,” ſaid Mrs. Freemer, you cer- 
4 tainly deal with the devil, or you could 
„ never have pitched ſo readily upon the 
« identical perſon—ſuch a barbarian—ſo 
<< foreign to all breeding I had a pretty 
& circle of friends here; lady Di Ogle, 


Se 


5 * Miſs Whimſy, captain Finick and Har- 
. ry Simper. When the Hottentot burſt 


hows in 1 ys, to be fare we were all rea- 
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« dy to choak ourſelves with laughing at 
8 « his prepoſterous dreſs ; ſuch a groteſque 


8 « figure! and not knowing what in the 
8 6 world to. ſay to him, We prated about 
. « lady Di's Hummy : which fo provok d 


« the old churl, that I thought he would 
« have devoured us; nay, he. look'd fo 
« fierce. at poor Simper, that I don't be- 
te ljeve he has recover'd his ſpirits yet. 
« But the jeſt of all is, that I have re- | 
4 ceiv'd a letter from mama this morn  _ | 
ing, who tells me the ſweet. Miſs De- | 
« borah has taken the opportunity of 
% her brother's abſence. ta go off with 
« his coachman, I hope the old cormud- 
„ geon has heard the news: oh! it will 
6e _ him finely.” This is very extras 
% ordinary. news, indeed, ſaid Charlotte: 
« Not at all, „ replied Mrs. Freemer; 
« Palways expected it. They came to 
«* town the day after he left Kent, were 
married in the privateſt manner, and ſet 


« out for Bath directly. This comes of 
2 ee up women — a cyrannical © 
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Tax entrance of other ladies gave a turn 
to the converſation ; but when they went 
away, Mrs. Freemer told Charlotte, ſhe 
would carry her and Miſs Peterſon, if they 
pleaſed, to Mrs. Ramſden's, as Mr. Free- 
mer was engaged to ſup abroad. They 
willingly conſented, and the coach was 
order'd. They ſet out about nine, and 
were within a hundred yards of Mr. Ramf- 
den's houſe, when a hackney-coach, which 
_ rattled along as faſt as the horſes could 
draw it, ran againſt their coach with 
ſuch violence, that it overturn'd it and 
their man off his box. The cries of 
Mrs, Freemer and Miſs Peterſon - ſoon 
brought a crowd about them. The per- 
ſon who was in the hack immediately 
jumped out, and flew to their aſſiſtance. 
But how was he ſurpriz'd, when the firſt 
oOdject his eyes beheld was Charlotte in a 
ſwoon! He inſtantly cried out, Good 
« God!” and endeavour'd to raiſe her. 
Mr. Ramſden and his ſervants afliſted 


him; and while he conducted her to his 
* a 


A BW 


191 
houſe, . ſtaid to help the other la- 


dies. ; 


WIEN Charlotte was ſeated in a chair, 
the gentleman ſaid to Mrs. Ramſden, with 
a look of infinite concern and a fault'ring 
voice, I beg, Madam, that a ſurgeon 
0 may be immediately ſent for: 1 am 
« greatly intereſted in this lady's reco- 
« very, and am afraid ſhe is dange- 
« rouſly hurt.” Mrs. Ramſden, who 
was both frighted and grieved at the con- 
dition ſhe ſaw Charlotte in, readily ac- 
quieſced, and upon looking very earneſt- 
ly at him, thought ſhe had ſcen him ſome- 
where before; but could not recolle& 
where. Miſs Peterſon and Mrs. Freemer, 
who were recovered from their fright, ran 
to Charlotte, when the former viewing the 
ſtranger more nearly cried out, “ Mr. 
„% Welford | Mr. Welford ! eccho'd the 
« [atter—bleſs me! is it you who have 
« done all this miſchief.” “ Iam indeed 
e the unhappy, but innocent caule of it, 
„Madam,“ ſaid he; he then turn'd to 


4 Charlote, 
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Charlotte, and with a countenance on 
which love, grief and aſtoniſhment were 
all ſtrongly painted, ſaid, O Charlotte! 
„jf I have undeſignedly occaſion'd the 
deſtruction of all that's dear to me, life 
„. will be no longer deſirable.” By the 
help of hartſhorn, ſalts, and other a. 
wakening medicines, Charlotte came to 
herſelf. Welford, who had applied them 
with a particular aſſiduity, when he found 
ſhe ſtirr'd gently, preſſed her hand' betwen 
both his, and again tenderly call'd upon 


ber. O Charlotte! ſaid he, how 


« do you find yourſelf ? Look up my 
* deareſt ! do you know me?” She re- 
collected his voice, and fixing her eyes 
wildly on him for a few moments, an- 
ſwer d faintly, « T thought, Mr. Welford, 
you were at Bath.“ This inſtance of 


recollection gave him a pleaſure not to be 
deſcribed; as it encouraged him to hope 


that ſhe was not dangerouſly hurt. He 
therefore chearfully replied, « Would 1 


* ef had been there now; for then this at- 


6 fair might not have happen'd: but my 
605 impatience to ſee you, to afk your for- 
| <«« givenets, 
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cc giveneſs, and to entreat your reconcili- 


« ation, would not ſuffer me to linger 


« there.” He was hinder'd from procecd- 
ing, by the ſurgeon's arrival, who ſaid ſhe 
muſt be bleoded directly. Mrs. Ramſ. 
den fearing that the ſudden appearance 
of Welford might be too affecting, as ſhe 
was in ſo weak a condition, made a pro- 
poſal to him and the company to quit the 
room, till her ſpirits had recover'd from 
their ſhock. All went accordingly, ex- 
cept Welford. He could not be prevail'd 
on to leave the room, but ſupported Char- 
lotte in his arms, during the operation 
and ſhow'd ſo much tenderneſs and con- 
cern, that Mrs. Ramſden was thoroughly 
latisfied with him. Poor Charlotte was 
quite at a loſs; ſhe could not account for 
his ſudden arrival. The ſight of him at the 
time ſne concluded he was at Bath, and the 
regard he profeſs'd, at a time ſhe imagin'd 
he was diſpleaſed with her, threw her into 
2 labyrinth of thoughts: however, ſhe 
gave herſelf up to the joy ſhe felt at 
his preſence and behaviour, and endea- 

„„ « vour'd . 
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{ 


vour'd to wait patiently for the unrayel- 


ling of the plot. 


Macs was in a different ſituation ; for 


tho? ſhe had all along believed that Chat 
lotte had gain'd a heart on which fhe could 
herſelf never make an impreſſion, the aſ. 
ſurances ſhe conſtantly had given her to 
the contrary, puzzled her to account for 
the ſudden familiarity between her and 
Welford: ſhe alſo thought that, as ſhe 
"had met with the ſame unfortunate acci- 
dent, ſhe was intitled to the notice and 
compaſſion generally beſtowed on ſuch 


occaſions : ſhe could not therefore bear to 


be any longer abſent from ſo intereſting a 
ſcene, and returned with Mrs. Freemer, 
to ſee Welford, in fact, tho' ſhe was wil- 
ling to perſuade herſelf that her, regard 
for Charlotte was the only motive, 

As Welford's attention was entirely ta- 

ken up about Charlotte, he had not once 
thought of Maria; nor indeed of any body 
elſe: and, as he knew nothing of Mr. and 


_ Mrs. — he believed they were e. 
qually 


— 
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allo ſtrangers to the reſt, and had only 
wo their doors as ſoon as they heard 


of the accident, out of meer humanity : 
which he thought they carried a little too 


far, eſpecially when, upon the ſurgeon's. 


taking leave, they preſſed Charlotte to re- 


tire, and to compoſe herſelf till morning: 


he therefore interpos'd, and aſk'd if ſhe 


was not well enough to bear the motion 
of a chair. There is no occaſion for 
ce that, Sir,” ſaid Mrs. Ramſden; “ for 
«« Miſs Egerton is among her friends, and 
« will, I dare ſay, accept of a lodging 
% with us to- night; as I intend to fit up 
with her myſelf.” <© Then, Madam,” 


ſaid Welford. I muſt beg the favour alſo 


« of a lodging, for I cannot leave Miſs E- 
“ gerton till I ſee her better.“ O my 


= Charlotte,” faid he, looking fondly at 


her, „ have a thouſand things to ſay, 


a but I fear this is an improper time: 


« Give me leave, - therefore, Madam,” 
(turning to Mrs. Ramſden, with a be- 
leeching aſpect) © to wait her recovery 


in your houſe.” Mrs. Ramſden could 
i not help ſmiling at his earneſtneſs, and 


K 2 | _ faid, 


— 
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ſaid, « am ſure, Sir, Mr. Ramſden and 
1 ſhall be very glad to have any of 
* Miſs Egerton's friends witneſſes to 
her recovery; which, I hope is not far 
off.“ © I ama great deal better, my 
« dear Mrs. Ramſden,” ſaid Charlotte,” 
(who had liſten'd with tranſport to Wel. 
ford's requeſt) and ſhall not conſent to 
your fatiguing yourſelf on my ac- 
count: I am much obliged to Mr. 
„ Welford alſo, but deſire he would not 
« deprive himſelf of his reſt : I ſhall, ] 
„ make no doubt, be quite another thing 
'** to-morrow z and hope, with your per- 
miſſion to have his company at break- 
* faſt” * Thou beſt of creatures,“ ſaid 
Welford, © I thank you for this profuſion 
« of goodneſs ; ; but you were always 
good. O Charlotte! how much have 
wrong d you? How much I long to 
open my whole heart to you; yet muſt 
„ not ſpeak now — only one word — 
Are you really better! ? Don't conceal 
% any thing from „ I will conceal 
nothing [Fram you,” ſaid Charlotte, 
a at this unexpected tenderneſs; 
cc "on 
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eme to-morrow, and I ſhall be wel 
He was going to reply, when Maria, whoſe 
aſtoniſhment at all ſhe had ſeen and heard 
had kept her ſilent till then, advanced 
towards Charlotte, and aſked her how ſhe: 


did? Upon that queſtion of. hers, Welford 
ſaid, “J afk your pardon, Miſs Peterſon, 


« ] never ſaw you till this moment; 1 
« hope you have not receiv'd any hurt? 
«© No, Sir,“ replied ſhe faintly 3 „“ but 
« ] have been very much frighted.“ 
„Here is Mrs. Freemer,” (WO en- 


ter'd the room) ſaid Mr. Ramſden, 


« could not tell whether ſhe was hurt or 


« not; but order'd the ſurgeon to ſearch 
«her? Tou wresch you,“ cried ſhe, 
% how can you have the aſſurance to vent 
« ſuch falfities? Nay, I ſwear you ſaid 
&« ſo.” „ Poh, no, faid ſhe; © I tell 


you I did not—only when he aſked. 


* me a thouſand impertinent qufſtians; 


« which I would not anſwer, I told him 
&« did not know, and bid him examine 
„ himſelf, if he wanted to be ſatisfied.” . 


„% Look ye there now,” ſaid Mr. Ramſ- 
_ « : the: confeſſes the fact; but I think 
= 3 « Miſs 
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«Miſs Egerton ſhould be taken care of,“ 
continued he to his wife. I am going 
to wait on her,” ſaid ſhe; © if you will 
entertain Mr. Welford.“ Charlotte 
then roſe, aſſiſted by Welford and Mis 
Ramſden, and took leave of the company. 
The former left her at the bottom of the 
ſtairs, with a thouſand wiſhes for her per- 
fect recovery: the latter attended her to 
the een prepared for her. 


. Welford return'd to the com- 
pany, Mr. Ramſden welcom'd him to 
town, and enquir'd after Mr. and Mrs. 
Frankly. In the midſt of their diſcourſe, 
Mr. Freemer, having heard of the acci- 
dent, arrived; and was rejoiced to find, by 
his lady's vivacity, that ſhe had neither 
been frighten'd nor hurt much. He in- 
ſiſted, however, on her going home in a 
chair after ſupper. Miſs Peterſon and 
Welford were then the only viſiters. Poor 
Maria, indeed, did not know which way 
to turn herſelf : when Mrs. Ramſden came 
' down from Charlotte, ſhe aſked hen to ſtay 
all night: but ſhe wanted to be at home, 
n = In 
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in order to give vent to her full heart, 
and excus'd herſelf by ſaying, ſhe believ- 
ed her aunt would be frighten'd :- ſhe then 


order'd a chair, and Welford offer'd to 


wait on her, and ſhe accepted his offer with 
joy. He deliver'd her ſafe to Mrs. Dea- 
con, who returnd him many thanks for 


taking care of his niece : and poor Maria 


had the mortification to ſee him depart 


without ſaying any thing more, than, I 
« wiſh you a good night.” 


WeLroRD went back again to Mr. 
Ramſden's, and, being aſſur'd that Char- 
lotte was quite eaſy, took his leave: on- 


ly. begging they. would permit him to 


ſend very early in the morning: he then 
retired to his lodgings, and Mrs. Ramſden 
to Charlotte, with whom ſhe fate till it 
was late, finding it impoſſible to make 
her think of compoſing herſelf. She in 


vain told her, twas needleſs to rack her 


brains about the ſudden change in Wel- 
ford, (as ſne would moſt probably learn 


every citcumſtance in proceſs of time) and 
; * reſt would enable her the better to 
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3 any diſcovery he had to make. 
Lou are extremely kind, my dear Mrs. 


% Ramſden, ſaid ſhe; . but it is impoſ- 
ſible that Welford, after all that paſſed, 
4 can think of me again? I fear we have 
% both flatter'd ourſelves with deluſive 
hopes: his ſeeming tenderneſs was un- 
* doubredly owing to his concern for be- 


| «c ing the cauſe of fo unlucky an accident ; 
for, tho*. I cannot expect his love, I 
„ ſuppoſe he would not chuſe to be the 


% ſhort'ner of my life.“ 1 beg, my 
dear, ſaid Mrs. Ramſden, © you 
* would not indulge ſuch reflections now. 


J allow you have ſome reaſon to diſ- 
s truſt him, after having been twice ne- 
* glected by him ; yet I cannot ſee you 


% have any occaſion to ſuſpe& his ſince- 


* rity in this caſe. He really ſeems mi- 


% ſerable about you, and ſhows, in my 
& opinion, a great deal of love. You 
ce know I am no novice in theſe affairs: 
& therefore make yourſelf eaſy to-night» 
t and to-morrow I dare ſay will be a day 
« of happineſs.” “ Well,” ſaid Char- 
Jocte, 9 * to 9 myſelf; but 


* 


ws „ 
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« tis a difficult taſk.” „ know it is,” 
replied Mrs. Ramſden; © but for once 
« have an opinion of my penetration; 1 
« am not often miſtaken.” She then took 
leave of her, but left her maid, with orders 
to be called, it any alteration W Late for 


the worſe. — 


Cn ruminated till break of 
day on what had paſſed, without being 
able to cloſe her eyes; ſhe then fell in- 
to a doze and got ſome refreſnment. 
Welford's ſervant came while ſne was 
ſleeping, and carried the agreeable news 
to his maſter, who had riſen before *rwas 
light, and walk'd about his room till it 
was proper to wait upon Charlotte. 


Wren they all met at breakfaſt, Wel- 
ford approach'd Charlotte with great re- 
ſpe& and diffidence, and told her he was 
exceſſively glad to fee her ſo much bet- 
ter than he expected : but hoped ſhe was 
really ſo, and had not put on an air of 
chearfulneſs in order to conceal any in- 
ward diſorder. I have never yet de- 
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„ ceiv'd you, Mr. Welford,” ſaid ſhe, 


ſmiling. ** I am very ſenſible now, Ma- 
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dam,” ſaid he, that you never have. 


How many happy moments have I loſt 


by not being ſo before! * We will 

talk of that,” replied ſhe, © hereafter, 
if you pleaſe. At preſent give me leave 
to make you acquainted with my agree- 
able friends.“ Tou will do me a 
great pleaſure, Madam,” ſaid he, I 
am ſure I have many apologies to make 


for my behaviour laſt night ; but my 


concern would not ſuffer me to. ſtand 
upon ceremony.” Mr. and Mrs Ram. 


den thanked him for his compliment with 


their uſual politeneſs. e then told them 


what an agreeable intimacy he had com- 
menc'd at Bath with Mr. and Mrs. Frank- 
ly, whom he hoped to ſee in town in a 
few days. Pray, Sir,” ſaid Charlotte, 


ec 


44 


40 


cc 


did you ſee or hear of lady Tiers du- 


ring your ſtay there?“ © I faw her 


once, Madam,” ſaid he; but hope I 
ſhall never ſee her again.” ** Bleſs 


me,“ cried Charlotte, << ſure ſhe hasn't 


been guilty of any new offence ?” No, 
18 Madam, 
3 
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c Madam,” ſaid he; „but I have ſuf 
« fer'd too much from paſt injuries 0 
« bear the ſight of her with patience.” 


AFTER breakfaſt, Mr. and Mrs. Ramſ- 
den made a flight excuſe to retire, Wel-- 
ford then was once more bleſt with an op- 

portunity to converſe with his miſtreſs in 
private: he ſeiz'd her hand, look'd at 
her wifi the moſt reſpe&ful tenderneſs, 
and thus unboſom'd himſelf: © I have 
« waited, Madam, with the greateſt im- 
+« patience, for a favourable moment to 
_ * aſk your pardon for the numberleſs er- 
„ rors I have been guilty of fince I brit 
knew you. They have been very glar- 
ing ones; but when you hear how much 
„% have been impos'd upon, and what: 
* anxieties I have endur'd, I believe you 
will be rather inclin'd to pity than con- 
«: demn me. Credulity has occafion'd 

_ «all my unhappineſs. I was once entit- 
led to Miſs Egerton's eſteem but that 

* curs'd poiſoner——” If you have 
done nothing,” ' ſaid Charlotte, . de- 
Gr. 9 to forfeit it, I. have not a juſt 
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« reaſon for withdrawing it.“ * By ah 
* that's good,” replied he eagerly, «] 
& never have: I have been groſsly miſ- 
© led. Can you forgive me? Will 
«© you once more receive a man who loves 
you fondly and ſincerely, and who 
% could never think of any other woman, 
** tho? he deem'd you irrecoverably loſt,” 
Well,“ faid ſhe, © to ſhew you that I 
am not of an unrelenting temper, if 
« you will give me ſatisfactory reaſons for 
** quitting Kent ſo ſuddenly.— Tou ſhall 
* know the whole ſtate of my heart,” ſaid 
he, interrupting her, © from the time of 
WM: my arrival at Aſton- Park. T 


£ 66 Wuen 1 firſt aceciited you, ow was 

5 « farrſeching 1 in your manner ſo like Miſs 
«« Byerſley, that I was affected by it- 
When I converſed with you, your voice 
did not leſs affect me: but, as I had 
never heard of your having the ſmall- 
* pox, or changing your name, I had not 
the leaſt ſuſpicion that you and ſhe were 
* ſo. cloſely related. However, as I 
Bd. $ ought, vou the mot agreeable crea- 
we ture 


* 
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ture I ever beheld, 1 inſenſibly became 


pleas'd with your converſation, and in a 
little time could reliſh no other per- 
ſon's. You know I gave you a very 
exact detail, at your particular requeſt, 
of the motives which induced me to 
quit (as I thought) an undeſerving girl. 
I felt a real grief when you inform'd' 


me that I had been ſo egregiouſly de- 


ceiv'd; but, as I ſeriouſly believ'd Miſs 
Byerſley was married, from what you 
faid, I endeavour'd to comfort myſelf 


with the thoughts of having found one 


ſo much reſembling her, and not ſeem- 
ingly averſe to me. How happily we 
whiled away the hours together! O 
Charlotte, what a vaſt deal of uneaſi- 
neſs would have 'been avoided if you 
had then diſcover'd yourſelf! uneaſi- 
neſs on both ſides!” Very true,” 


ſaid ſhe; © but pray go on © You 
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muſt have ſeen,” continued he, that 


my inclination for you increas'd every 


moment: nay, I was once actually on 
the point of confeſſing my love, when 


ſamebody interrupted us; and, in two 


2 * 
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charity, but I am» well aſſured ſhe is the 
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* or three days afterwards, I receiv'd the 
es og ei 


' SHOULD be ſorry to have you or any 
perſon impoſed upon, when it was 
in my power to prevent it. | hear 
you are much pleaſed with Miſs Eger- 


ton, and have thoughts of taking her 
for life. I once, Sir, had the ſame in- 
tention, but luckily diſcovered ſhe was 
not fit for that purpoſe: in ſhort, ſhe 
has already had a fine girl which is at 


nurſe at L—— in Kent. It was in your 

neighbourhood, but ſhe has lately remov- 
«edit, to prevent ſuſpicion, I imagine. 
Some ſay the child belongs to a friend 
of hers, and that ſhe keeps it out of 


„ mother of it. If you have any doubts, 


$6 


you may ſoon ſatisfy them by. pats 


%; ua upon the pot. 


2 1 am, Sir, 


23 


e Your unknown humble ſervant. „ 
e 
Goo 
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«© Goon God!” cried Charlotte, ©« who 


could ſet down to write ſuch a falſe- 


hood?“ I could not poſſibly gueſs,” 


faid Welford; „ but, as I had been too 


cc 


credulous about my. firſt amour, I was 
determin'd to act more warily about 
my ſecond : I rede to the place men- 


tion'd in the letter, next morning, and 


alk.d if there was a- child at nurſe 
thereabouts : upon that queſtion I was 
conducted to a ſmall cot; from which 
an old woman came out to me, with a 


fine girl in her arms: whom ſhe ſaid 


her ſon's wife nurs'd. I inquir'd after 
the child's name, and ſhe told me Bell; 
and that the lady who took care of it 


lived at Mr. Aſton's: but added ſhe, 


I can't tell whether or no that lady is 
the unn! ; tho” I am apt to think 
ſhe is.” „ What is her name?” ſaid 
Egerton,“ replied ſhe. This an- 
ſwer at once diſſipated my doubts. 1 
went away fully convinc'd of your un- 
worthinefs, and ſhock'd at meeting a 
ſecond difappointment. To prevent an 


increaſe of vexation, by TY ſee- 
4 | * ing 


- ; : 


«c 


= * hoping he * favour me 


gat © 


Thx * 1] | 

4e ing you, I reſolved to quit the park di. 
% rectly. I was afraid even to truſt my- 
.< ſelf to take a formal leave of you, leſt 
. you ſhould ſtagger my reſolution; for 
I felt emotions in your favour. 


«© Wrzn I came to town every thing 


was diſagreeable, flat and inſipid to me: 


1 had left behind me the only perſon in 
the world capable of giving me plea- 


ſure, and had no reliſh for the amuſe- 
ments which my friends induſtriouſly 
procur'd. I took moſt delight in my 


uncle's company, who was juſt come 


to town. He obſery'd that I was un- 


commonly grave, and frequently tried 
to find out the cauſe of my dejection. 
He at length, in ſome meaſure gueſſed 


it ; for he told me he fancied I was me- 
lancholy for want of a fair companion : 


he propoſed: ſeveral women of fortune 
to me, and, among the reſt, Miſs Pe- 


terſon: I told him I had no propenſity 
to marry, but choſe to go down to my 
eſtate in Yorkſhire and ſettle there ; ; 
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66 company. He ſhook his head at me, 
% and faid, that a Yorkſhire journey in 
« winter would not raiſe my ſpirits; but 
« was of opinion that a tour to Bath' 
« would be both more agreeable and more 
« efficacious. To oblige him, I agreed 
% to his propoſal. We accordingly ſet 
“ out, and after ſtaying one night at 
«+ Bath, my uncle propos'd going to Briſ- 
e tol, as I had never been in that part of 
„England. Thither we went; but change 
of place will adminiſter no comfort to a 
e mind diſeaſed. 1 was juſt the ſame de- 
i jected creature; for Charlotte Byerſleß 
« was uppermoſt in my thoughts. I re- 
e pented a thouſand times, that I had not 
« aſked you to whom ſhe was married, 
and where ſhe was to be met with, tho! 
«<P had no intention to ſee her.“ My 


<6 1s this diſpoſition I frequented the 
« rooms, at the deſire of my uncle, who. 
« fancied that a variety of objects, and the 
« buſtle of the place, would reſtore me 
* to my former gaiety. Mr. Frankly, 
3 een I ſaw there every day, often. 
* 3 joined 
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“joined us, and by his lively converſa- 
tion and obliging behaviour inſinuated 
_ < himſelf into my uncle's good graces, and 
<« even pleaſed me as much as I could be 
e pleaſed. Among other things, he one 
„ one day aſked me if I had ever been ac- 
* quainted with Mr. Byerſley's family? 


I ſighed at the queſtion, and anſwer'd 


e jn the affirmative. He then ſaid, | 


«* am afraid, Sir, I have cauſed you to re- 


collect a name you are deſirous of for- 
„ getting. Perhaps you are the ſame 
% Mr. Welford he once deſigned for his 
daughter, before he received ſo great 


an addition to his eſtate by the death of 


<« Mr. Egerton, whoſe name he thereupon 
„ took. I ſtarted at the name of Eger- 
ton; and before the hurry of my ſpirits 
% would give me leave to reply, Mr. 


« Frankly thus went on: But perhaps 


you did not know that circumſtance, as 
you have been abroad; nor that Miſs 
Egerton has had the ſmall-pox ; tho' 
* the is ſo very agreeable, notwith- 


e ſtanding, that ſhE*is ſurrounded con- 
te tinually with lovers“. What, 
5 N „ of 
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Sir,” cried I, full of amazement, © is 
not Miſs Byerſley married? * No, 
Sir,“ replied he, „ Miſs Byerſley, now 


Miſs Egerton, is not married: ſhe has 
refuſed many offers, on account of a 
young gentleman of great merit who 
left her in an odd manner, ſome time 
before her father's death; and which 
behaviour ſhe now attr.butes to the trea- 


chery of a female friend, Miſs Arabella 


Seward, who was married to Sir Fran- 
cis Tiers. This lady has been ſo re- 
duced by her huſband's excravagance, 
as to accept of Miſs Egerton's aſſiſt- 
ance, which ſhe generouſly offer'd the 
moment ſhe knew the ſituation of her 
affairs : nay, ſhe kept her little daugh- 


ter at nurſe, whom ſhe had deſerted, for. 
ſome time, unknown' to her, 


| nt Imacine, Madam, my aſtoniſhment 
at this diſcovery. I ſtood a long while 
quite confounded and unable to ſpeak, 


As ſoon as I could, I broke out into 


"theſe exclamations: „ How have I 


been every way deceived! How have I 
_« injured 
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« injured a deſerving woman What 
« atonement can 1 make for my follies ! 
« Jou are acquainted with Miſs Eger- 
ton, I ſuppoſe, Sir,” ſaid I to him; 
can you inform me who this is, for 
e whom, you ſay, ſhe had refuſed ſo many 
“ offers; and can you tell me if ſhe is 
« ſtill at Aſton-park, where I left her. 
« Mr. Frankly then look'd carneſtly at 
« me, and ſaid with a ſmile, * If you have 
e ſo lately left the lady, Sir, you are able 
6 to inform me about her, but l loſt all 
«© patience here, and anſwer'd haſtily, * 1 
«© beg you would not trifle with me, Sir; 
e cannot well bear it: I have been long, 
very long in an error, which nothing 
but the immediate fight of Miſs Eger- 
<« ton can free me from. O ſay, if you 


* know, where ſhe is to be found, and ex- 
* culſe the diſorder I cannot help feeling 


when I reflect on paſt ſcenes.” Mr. 
« Frankly then ſaid. I can eaſily ex. 
«.cuſe your impatience, Sir, if it pro- 
* ceeds from love; but I muſt not an- 
e ſwer your queſtion till I am ſatisfied in 


< one point. Do you really feel the ſame 
„ tender 
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60 « tender paſſion for Miſs Egerton that 
« you once felt for Miſs Byerſley? Can 


you aſk that queſtion ſcriouſly ? “ ſaid. | 


« J. „Does not every look, every word 
6 diſcover that ſhe alone poſſeſſes my 
„ heart?“ © Why then,” ſaid he, did 
you leave her a ſecond time ſo abrupt- 
&« Jy??? Don't be ſurpriz'd, Sir,“ con- 
„ tinued he, Mrs. Frankly has the ho- 
e nour to be very intimate with Miſs E- 
* gerton, and both ſhe and I intereſt our- 
« ſelves greatly in her affairs. *Tis from 


her I have learnt all that has paſſed 
between you: but Miſs Egerton her- 
« ſelf is quite at a loſs to account for your 


acting with ſo much ſeeming inconſiſ- 
„ tency..” I am almoſt aſhamed, Sir,” 


« faid I, © to tell you the truth; but 


here is the occaſion of all my incon- 


« fiſtencies. I then ſhow'd him the letter: 


as ſoon as he caſt his eyes upon it, he 
ſaid, ** Now Sir, the perplexing riddle is 
found out: this is young Rivers's hand, 
«I was once well acquainted with it.“ He 
then told me in what manner you diſco- 


« yerd his marriage with his couſin to 


vs Miſs 


— 
my 
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Miſs Aſton; which, he fu 
came to his knowledge by the tattling 
of the ſervants, and occaſion'd that letter 
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Þpoſed; 


by way of revenge. I declared I was 
thoroughly convinc'd of your inno- 


cence; but Mrs. Frankly inſiſted on my 
going to lady Tiers, that my conviction 


might be ſtrengthen'd. Lady Tiers, 
at his requeſt, related all the means-ſht 


- uſed to ſeparate us, with ſo much cool. 
neſs and unconcern, that I could ſcarce- 


ly keep my temper. When I left her, 
I ſet out directly for London, where | 
arriv*d yeſterday in the evening. Juſt 


as I had paid off my chaiſe at the inn, a 


ſervant hired it for his maſter, Sir Po- 
ſitive Puff, who he ſaid was come up 
to town, to marry his nephew to Miſs 


Egerton, This waz an unexpected 


alarm : I then concluded that your pa- 
tience was exhauſted, and that you had 
determin'd to accept the addreſſes of a 
leſs capricious lover: I fear'd I was too 
late, and therefore haſten'd to ſee you 
that night; tho? I had intended to wait 
till this morning. I got into a hack- 

| cc ney- 
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« ney Koach, and order'd the fellow to 
« drive as faſt as he poſſibly could to your 


« lodgings : you know what happen'd 


66 afterwards. Thank heaven! you have 
% had ſo narrow an eſcape. If you can 
64 pardon me for all the uneaſineſs I have 


« Occaſion'd, I ſhall e more hope to be 
„ happy with you.“ Here he finiſn'd 
Mis narrative, and look*d fondly at Char- 


lotte, waiting for her reply; but ſne could 
not utter a word. Exceſs of joy prevented 


her: ſhe turn'd her head aſide, and drew 


out her handkerchief to hide her confu- 


ſion. But Welford's impatience would 
not let her remain long in that poſition: 


he gently removed the handkerchief, and 


found, to his infinite ſurprize, her eyes 


bathed in tears. So unlook'd for a ſight 
melted him. Have I again,” ſaid he 


to her, © unknowingly, undeſignedly dif- 


e pleaſed you? Tell me, my charmer, 
„ what new offence | have committed? 


« You have not diſpleaſed me; you have 
committed no offence ; you have given 


© me the higheſt ſatisfaction. The con- 
« dition you ſee me in ariſes from that 


„ ſatis- 
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« ſatisfaction. I was never expert at dib 
„ {embling, nor can I now hide the joy 

feel, at finding I am ſtill agreeable to the 


only man in the world, who will be ever 


* ſo to me.” * My deareſt Charlotte,” 
ſaid he, © how you tranſport me! Hoy 
* undeſerving I have been of ſuch an in. 
« eftimable treaſutre ! but the the future 
« ſtudy of my life ſhall be to reward fo 
„ much goodneſs. Yet tell me, my love, 
„ why you prolonged your own and my 
< anxiety, by not making yourſelf known 
at Aſton-park.” I was afraid,” ſaid 
the, © that the ſmall-pox might have 
4. render'd my perſon diſagreeable to you, 
and imagin'd that, if I had diſcover'd 
„ myſelf to you, you would think your- 
* ſelf oblig d from a principle of honour, 
to marry me, in caſe of no engagement, 
tho' contrary to inclination : I there- 
« fore reſolved to wait till I ſaw what et- 
« fect my perſon had on you; for, dear 
$ as you are to me, I could not accept 
„of. your hand without your heart.“ 
«© What charming delicacy !” ſaid -he— 
but, believe me, my life, *twas need- 
„ lcls. 
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« leſs. The moſt regular ſet of features, 


« and the moſt blooming complexion, 


« may gain a momentary admiration, and 


&« ſtrike the eye, but ſeldom win the heart, 


& where the more durable charms of ſenſe, 


« tenderneſs and delicacy are wanting. 


e Theſe charms my Charlotte poſſeſſes, 


ce and theſe alone would render her very 


« alluring, if ſhe had no other.” Char- 


lotte bluſh'd at the fond encomiums of 


her lover, and gave him repeated aſſur- 
ances of the delight ſhe felt on receiving 


them. She then began to think they had 


excluded Mr. and Mrs. Ramſden too long 
from their apartment, and propoſed ſend- 


ing for them. He conſented, with great 


difficulty, to her propoſal, tel'ing her that 
they ought not to be treated like com- 


mon lovers, after ſo tedious and painful a 
ſeparation. ** Well, then,“ ſaid ſhe ſmil. 


ing, © one half hour more, and then J 
« maſt bid them adieu.“ This half hour 
they ſpent in relating the ſeveral incidents 
which had happened in their families. 
When Welford expreſs'd his concern for 
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the loſs of Mr. Byerſley, poor Charlotte 
could not refrain from tears. Sweet 
« ſenſibility,” ſaid he, (While he fondly 
kiſſed them away) “ how. amiable. 18 this 
<« grief but I muſt entreat you not to in- 
« dulge it, for fear it ſnould injure your 
<< health. I cannot reflect on my fa- 
& ther's death,” ſaid ſhe, „without be- 
ing deeply affected: if he was now 
10 alive, how happy would he be in, diſ- 
« poſing of his. daughter to the man 
« whom he firſt fingled out for- her!” 
« Be compoſed, my love,” ſaid he, © and 
* comfort yourſelf with thinking g that you 
are going to comply with his inten- 
tions, by making that man your huſ- 
« band.” Charlotte then went in ſearch 
of Mrs. Ramſden, to thank her for tak- 
ing ſo much care of her, and. to wiſh: her a 
morning. Indeed, my dear, 

ſaid Mrs. Ramſcden, , ſhall not part 
4+ with you in ſuch a hurry, - J have a 
«© great deal to ſay to you, and a great 
« deal to hear, and ſhall therefore in- 


| 1 d on your * to dine. Mr. 
| Rami 


* 
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« Ramſden is gone a9 ] to aſk Mr. Wel- 
4 ford, who, I believe, will not refuſe him, 
« when he knows you are to be of the 
6 party.” Charlotte accepted her friend's 

invitation with pleaſure : while ſhe was 
there, both Mrs. Freemer and Mis Pe- 
| terſon ſent to know how ſhe did, 


Warte the evening approach'd, Char- 
lotte took leave of Mr. and Mrs. Ramſ- 
den, but firſt engaged them. to breakfaſt 


with her next morning; and was con- 


ducted to her eins by Welford. 


"FT 


Wang ſhe Was alone, the ed. 
on che company ſhe had left, and the con- 


verſation that had paſt. The greateſt 


part of the night Was dedicated to re- 


flection. The pleaſure ſhe felt at the re- 


turn of the only man ſhe could love, 


and the removal of her doubts, with re- 
gard to the ſincerity of his paſſion, would 


not let her take her accuſtom'd repoſe. 


She rofe early, being very impatient to 
ſce Mrs. Ramſden, who came according 
En: - to 
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to promiſe, and congratulated her on her 
approaching happineſs z; adding, with a 
ſmile, ** I hope, my dear, you will have 
<« 2 better opinion of my predictions an- 
«< other time. You have ever treated 
& me, like a real friend.” © My dear 
« Mrs. Ramſden,” ſaid ſhe; and, I be- 
« lieve, had it not been for your agreeable 
« ſociety, I never ſhould have ſupported 
„ my uneaſineſs ſo tolerably. I am only 

« afraid I ſhall now be as troubleſome 
© to you with my joy.” © O never 
<« fear,” ſaid Mrs. Ramſden, * that will 
& not be ſo violent.“ Do you then 
« gravely think,” ſaid Charlotte, with 
ſome emotion, I have ſtill any reaſon 
to doubt Mr. Welford's fincerity ? ”? 
« No, no, my dear,” ſaid ſne, not in the 
« leaſt; you miſtake my meaning, which is, 
« that joy is ſeldom ſo powerful as grief; 
„ whether we are naturally more inclin- 
ct ed to be diſconſolate than chearful, I 
* cannot tell. You rarely hear of people 
* unable to bear the ſmiles of proſperity 
but every day CG ſome -wretch 

« {inking 
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« ſinking under the frowns of adverſi- 
« ty.” Charlotte was going to reply, 
when.the entrance of Mrs. Freemer pre- 
vented her. They both expreſſed their 
ſurprize at ſeeing her ſo early in the morn- 
ing. Why, ay,” faid ſhe, I don't 
« generally think on riſing ſo ſoon ; but 
« ] come to unfold a ſecret, which would 
« not let me ſleep a wink.“ * Sure,” 
replied Mrs. Ramiden, ſmiling, “it muſt 
© be ſomething. of vaſt importance.” 
« Pray let us hear it,“ ſaid Charlotte. 
„Why then,“ ſaid ſhe, with a little heſi- 
tation, © you muſt know I durſt not 
« truſt any ſoul alive with it except you 
* two, for fear they ſhould laugh at me. 
« But you are ſo fond of your man 3 
and Charlotte, I ſuppoſe, is going the 
fame way that I” Here ſhe. made 
a full ſtop; but with much preſſing. 
* went on: Lord, I am ſure 1 
« look ſo auk ward — don't I? — But it 
muſt out? Know then that I am go- 
ing to—to—love my huſband.” Mrs. 
Ramſden and Charlotte could not poſſi- 
* 2 bly 
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bly check a- violent fit of laughter at the 
the cloſe of this ſpeech. ** Look you 
„ there now, ſaid Mrs. Freemer; 1 
thouglit I ran no riſque with you ſo- 
ber, ferious creatures; but had J told 
4 lady Di herſelf, ſhe could not have 
& behaved worſe.” 1 aſk your par- 
don, dear Madam,” faid Mrs. Ramſ- 
den, till laughing, and commend you. 
* highly for your intentions; but the 
* manner of your delivering them was ſo 
very droll, that I hope you will ex- 
& cuſe my merriment about it.” Pray, 
«© Mrs. Freemer,” ſaid Charlotte, how 
% long has this loving fit been upon 
4 you?” © Lord, child,” faid ſhe, 
« why, ever ſince he ſo quierly agreed 
„ to put off the Shropſhire journey; and 
« then the wretch ſhow'd fo much con- 
& cernwhen I was overturn'd, that I could 
ec be very fond of him, if I was not afraid 
e of being thought fooliſh and ridicu- 
« lous: but there is ſomething ſo terri- 
bly ſhocking in giving up one's ac- 
« quainrance, for that 1 5 reaſon, 
e becaule 


* 
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e becauſe 3 one's huſband's com- 
% pany. better, that I don't think I ever 
« can do it after all.— Does Mr. Free- 


mer then inſiſt on your not ſeeing any 


of your former companions?” In- 
« fiſt,” cried Mrs. Freemer, pertly; © he 
ce jnſiſt ? No, no, child; not ſo bad as 
« that neither. But I ſhall be quite aſnam- 


„ ed to fee lady Di, Miſs Giddy, or any 


« of that ſet, when I am ſo ſtrangely 
« metamorphoſed into a meer houſhold 
„ dove: they would find me out pre- 


« ſently. I have heard my lady declare 


„ a thouſand times, that ſhe has an ex- 
« cellent knack at ſmelling out tame 
„ wives; and if ſhe ever happens to be 
placed near one by accident, always 
* ſhakes her clothes afterwards to pre- 
vent an infection.“ „ Thou wild 
e thing,“ cried Mrs. Ramſden. % Ay, 
ſaid ſhe, with an affected figh, © I was 
e wile and hair-brained once; but tis all 
« over with me; I ſhall be fit company 
jn a little time for nobody but you and 
Charlotte. I ſhould bluſh to death to 
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* be found in this humour any where 
_ « elſe: but pray, Charlotte let us have 
* the denoument of your hiſtory ; tho 
<< I ſuppoſe (ſeeing Welford enter the 


room) it will not be proper now. 
« Well, Pll come and have a 16e 2 


 «* #tewith you ſome morning: ſo adieu.“ 
Mrs. Ramſden would alſo have taken her 
leave of Charlotte, but ſhe would not 
let her. They paſſed the remainder of 
the morning in talking over the ap- 


_ © proaching happy day. Welford begg'd 


that it might not be long deferr'd. 
Charlotte ſaid, I ſhall in a little time, 
«- fir, have no will but yours: but I 
think you would pay your uncle a 
« proper compliment, by aſking his con- 
« ſent.” * My uncle, Madam,” faid 
he. knows of my attachment to you, 
„ and has heard ſo many fine things 
* of you, that he earneſtly wiſhes to 
« call you niece, and is deim of be- 

ing introduced to you.“ „ ſhall 
« always be extremely glad,” ſaid ſhe» 


* to ſee 'any of your friends, and beg 
| wy, * you 
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« you will attend him whenever it is 


_ « agreeable,” © This. afternoon, Ma- 


« dam,” ſaid he, © if you are not en- 
« gag'd: for I own I think every mo. 
« ment loſt that is not ſpent with you.“ 
Charlotte aſſented with pleaſure. Mrs. 
Ramſden left them ſoon afterwards. Wel- 
ford ſtaid till he thought ſhe wanted to 


dreſs, and then return d to his uncle. 


As ſoon as . had dined, Miſs | 


| Peterſon came to ſee her. This young 


lady, before ſhe knew Welford was ſo 
firmly engaged, fancied ſhe could eaſily 
give him up to another: but now found 
the taſk very difficult; and told Char- 


lotte, ſhe had not acted with the open- 
neſs which might have been expected 
from a perſon of her diſpoſition and cha- 
racter. Charlotte pitied her the more, as 


ſhe reflected how much reaſon ſhe herſelf 
had to love Welford ; and thus replied 


My dear Miſs Peterſon, I know that 


appearances are not in my favour ; but 
when you have heard my ſtory, I am 
--, _ 
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| were you will alter your opinion of me.“ 
She then related every thing that had 
happened to her from her firſt acquain- 
tance with Welford, and thus concluded: 
* You ſee, my dear Maria, 1 could not 
« prudently act otherwiſe. I am only 
«-concern'd that you cannot be in ſo 


4 happy a ſituation as I am: but time, 
« am perfuaded, will make a change in 
« your way of thinking. That pleaſing 


form, and that amiable mind of yours, 


will every day gain new admirers; 


among whom you will, I hope, find 
one capable of fixing your inclinations.” 


Maria return'd no anfwer but a ſigh; 


then roſe from her ſeat, ſaluted Charlotte, 


and faid, . © T fincerely wiſh you and Mr. 


« Welford all the happineſs this world 
„ can afford.” After this ſpeech ſhe 
hurried into the chair that waited for 


her, i in ſpite of 51 J efforts to de- 


tain Her. ; 


As ſoon as ſhe was gone, the two Wel- 


fordg made their appearance, The = 
to. 
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told Charlotte, he was extremely ec | 
with his nephew's choice, and Charlotte 
was no leſs pleaſed with him. He was 
an agreeable man, and, having ſpent the 
younger par of his life abroad, more con- 
verſible and entertaining than his brother,” 
who had almoſt ien K en in | 
Yorkſhire. 


* 9 


WLroxp preſi d Charlotte n to 
fix the nuptial day; as every thing relat- 
ing to ſettlements, &c. &c. had been ad- 
juſted in the morning. I am not fond 
of delaying it,” ſaid Charlotte; © but ſome 
little time is neceſſary for us both to—” 
„Oh! Madam,” ſaid the old gentleman, 
interrupting 'her, © TH engage wy ne- 
© phew will be ready in a very little time, 
% and I dare fay you will give me leave 
« to come and help you to fpur 
« your people.” Charlotte ſmiled, and 
aſſured him ſhe always ſhould eſteem his 


viſits in a CNT manner. 


Ix a day or two afterwards, Mr. and Mrs. 


Frankly arriv'd | in town from Bath, and 
immediately 
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immediately waited on Charlotte, who ex. 
preſſed her gratitude in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
for. intereſting themſelves in her affairs. 
I too,” ſaid Welford, who was pre- 
ſent, am greatly indebted to Mr. 
* Frankly for the favour he confer'd on 
«© me at Bath; and I am now doubly 
1 indebted to him, ſince my Charlotte 
* ſhews me ſo much eſteem, by publickly 
'«: confefling the ſatisfaction ſhe has re- 
t ceived from it.” Mr. and Mrs. Frank- 
ly aſſured them both, that they ſhould 
always rejoice.to think they had contri- 
buted to the happineſs of ſo deſerving a 
pair; a pair to whom tney were under ſo 
many obligations. * But, prithee, Wel- 
© ford,” ſaid Frankly, jocoſely, © what 
« are you about? Methinks you mud- 
& dle away a great deal of time: I 
thought to have ſaluted Miſs Eger- 
% ton by the name of Mrs. Welford ere 
cc now.” © Bleſs me!” cried Charlotte, 
bluſhing, what a hurry you are in, Mr. 
Frankly ?” Ay, Madam,” faid he, 
and F'll lay my life be is in a far greater 
$6 one, 


1 | 

« one, only I ſuppoſe you have abſolutely 
« forbid him to ſpeak his mind upon 
this occaſion. See there, Miſs Eger- 
« ton,” ſaid Welford, © every body is ou 
« my ſide. My uncle, Mr. Ramſden, 
« Mr. Frankly, nay, Mrs. Freemer ſaid, 
&« but yeſterday, ſhe thought we were a 
« tedious while. I beg therefore, my 
„ dear Charlotte, you would make a 
« little diſpatch.” Well,“ replied ſhe, 

ſmiling, 4+ I muſt aſk Mr. and Mrs. 
„ Ramſden what day will beſt ſuit them, 
« and then I'll fix it.“ Thou deareft 
« creature,” cried Welford, how you 
ef n me!” 


12 a week after this meeting, Charlotte 
went with Mr. and Mrs. Ramſden in their 
coach to church, followed by Mr. and 
Mrs. Frankly, Mr. and Mrs. Freemer : 
they were joined there by Welford and 
his uncle, and young Aſton. Miſs Peter- 
ſon was invited, but had left London, 
after the farewel viſit to Charlotte: ſhe 
was gone into Hampſhire with a daugh- 
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ter of Mrs. Deacon's, who married a gen. 


tleman of that country, to \ ſpend the win- 
we en there. 


| Ms. Frankly, at his own requeſt, gave 
away the amiable Charlotte to Welford, 
who receiv'd her with the higheſt tranſ- 
port. They return'd to Mr. Ramſden's, 
where they dined, and, in the evening, 
Welford conducted his bride to an ele- 
gant houſe he had taken, with her ap- 
obatiom in a polite part of the town. 
Thus ended the troubles of two of the 
moſt deſerving perſons that ever lived. 
1 have nothing now to add but a brief 
account of the other characters of note 
mention'd in this woc. 


7 LAY Tiers return'd to London Toon 
after Charlotte's marriage, and went to 
pay a congratulatory viſit; tho” ſhe' nei- 
ther had the gratitude nor good man- 
ners to ſend her a line during her ſtay at 
Bath, where ſhe ſubſiſted entirely. on 


Charlotte $ bounty. The ot; news the re- 
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ceived upon her arrival in town was the 
death of Sir Francis; who did not leave 
enough to ſatisfy the clamour of his cre-, 
ditors. Charlotte therefore promiſed to 
allow her an. annuity, ſufficient to mdin- 
tain her genteelly; tho? ſhe declined keep- 


ing up any acquaintaince with her, at 
Welford's particular deſire : but lady 
Tiers did not long enjoy the favours of 
her benefactreſs. She died about fix 
months after her huſband ; leaving her 
little daughter at nurſe, whom Char- 
lotte ſent for, and brought up as her 

own child. : 


Miss Peterſon ſpent a very melancholy . 
winter in the country ; but upon the re- 
turn of ſpring, young Aſton made fre- 
quent viſits to her, which ſhe condeſcend- 
ed to; receive, provided he would lay 
aſide the lover, and only act the friend. 
In ſhortzche was ſo aſſiduous in his new 

character, that the pretty Maria at length 
conſented to become Mrs. Aſton, and 
they are now a very happy couple. 


Mas. 


Mas. Freemer, convinced of her huſ- 
band's merit, and indulgent fondneſs of 
her, has conquered many of ler fa- 
ſhionable follies, and makes a very to- 
lerable wife. | 


The Exp of the Fourth and Laſt Boos; 
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